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As global citizens at Eugene International High School, we aspire to value diversity,
ambiguity, and discovery––and to act with responsibility, integrity, and compassion.

Celebrating Connections
By Marilyn Curtis, Head Teacher
Dear Esteemed IHS Alumni,

learn about all your adventures since leaving high
school. In the meantime, thank you all for taking
the time to stay connected!

We are pleased to bring you the second annual
IHS alumni newsletter. Compiling this edition has
given all of us at IHS an opportunity to reﬂect on
how much we value the connections we have made
with our students. It’s all the more poignant at this
time of year as we prepare to say goodbye to yet
another IHS graduating class. This year will mark
our 18th commencement exercise with a graduating
class of 307, including seniors from all four high
school campuses.
As we prepare to say goodbye to the class of 2006,
we hope that we will be able to maintain our connections through communications such as this
newsletter. We want this to be a publication that
will engage and inform, and invite all of you to let
us know what we might include in future issues to
serve your interests better.
A number of staff members – both past and present
– have asked whether our alumni are holding any
IHS class reunions. If so, please let us know. We’d
love to have the opportunity to visit in person and
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IHS HAPPENINGS
I love a parade...
This year IHS decided to celebrate our accomplishments
publicly with the rest of Eugene. We created a ﬂoat for the
Eugene Celebration!!! The theme was “The World is Our
Classroom.” Teachers and students alike marched through
downtown dressed in international garb. Steve Smith used
his pickup to pull a giant globe with a student inside of it. It
was a great opportunity for us to take part in a celebration of
the world here in our own community. Next year I think we
have our eyes on the slug queen! Wish us luck!

SECOND ANNUAL IHS CARNIVAL
IS A HUGE SUCCESS!

from the auction, and with help from our alumni, could easily
double that amount!

On Friday, April 28, students and teachers gathered together
at Sheldon High School from 6:30-8:30 p.m. to celebrate and
play at the 2nd annual IHS Carnival.
The carnival is a new activity, planned and executed by the
IHS Student Government. Some brave teachers volunteered
for the dunk tank, everyone enjoyed cake from an internationally-themed cake-walk, and many clubs, including the Peace
Club, Model United Nations, and Save Darfur, set up booths
with valuable and timely information. Students participated
in yoga seminars, a petanqué tournament and played soccer
in the SHS courtyard. International music, a slide show, and
a silent auction rounded out the evening events.

If you’d like to donate to next year’s silent auction, we will be
accepting donations throughout the upcoming year. Simply
call one of the IHS ofﬁces to arrange a pick-up or drop off
your donation at any time.

The carnival is proving to be an excellent way in which
IHS can raise money for its two main causes: The Heifer
Project and our sister school in Bangalore, India. We also
used proceeds from the auction to fund IHS activities and
buy classroom materials. Last year, we made well over $400

And, if you’re in the neighborhood, don’t forget to stop by
the IHS Carnival next year, the last Friday in April!

Model United Nations
The Model United Nations Spring Conference was held in
Eugene on April 13, 14, and 15. The annual conference was
attended by over 1000 Oregon students, 35 of which came
from IHS. Students from all four IHS campuses represented
Iran, Azerbaijan, Uganda, Ecuador, The Holy See, and
Jamaica. Students not only participated in many hours of
committee discussion and resolution creation, but also heard
from speakers on a variety of topics such as the war in Iraq
and sustainable business practices. Friday evening, they
enjoyed an evening of dinner and fun activities together such
as karaoke, ultimate frisbee, and climbing on the University
of Oregon’s climbing wall. All students who attended found
the experience to be fun, inspiring, and worthwhile, and plan
to return for next year.
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GRADE LEVEL UPDATES
9th Grade News

Twenty-one years of 9th graders have traveled through IHS, learning about the world and their role as global citizens in Global Geography, Global Literature, and Cultural Aesthetics. Many of the
experiences that students would remember are still there: creating
painstakingly neat maps of the regions of the world, exploring the
shape and layout of the earth with cantaloupe melons, the profoundly
moving novel Night by Eli Wiesel, and exploring the richness of
African art and dance. More recently, teachers have added new
experiences for freshmen, such as the book Rabbit Proof Fence to
the Global Literature class, and a new Pan-African Conference in
Global Geography.

The ﬁrst session of the African Union then opened with students
sitting together at tables representing their assigned countries.
Among issues discussed, debated, and voted on, were HIV/AIDS
prevention and care, compulsory service for every African citizen,
setting aside land for conservation and park use, and compulsory
education for all African children through age 18.
The afternoon program began with a speech by Mark Mathabane, the
author of Kafﬁr Boy. Students had recently read an excerpt from his
book about growing up in South Africa under the Apartheid regime.
This made his talk memorable and meaningful for everyone. Many
said afterwards that his presentation was the highlight of the day.

Nearly 450 freshmen and their teachers from the four IHS campuses
gathered for a day of festivities at the Lane County Fairgrounds on
February 14, 2006 to celebrate the culmination of their study of
Africa in IHS classes. With African music in the background, IHS
teachers dressed in African garb, African art and literature decorating
the walls and tables, and a little imagination, the Wheeler Pavilion
at the Lane County Fairgrounds was transformed into the general
assembly of the African Union.

A local drumming group, Samba Ja, entertained the crowd, and
sent everyone home feeling energized and excited. Nearly everyone
was actively involved (dancing and drumming), by the end of the
group’s performance.
Based on a variety of responses from students and staff alike, the
conference was a huge success.

Special guests included several foreign University of Oregon students
from Africa to help with details of the conference and to answer
questions and mingle with students at lunch.

Through experiences like these, the 9th grade year at IHS continues
to be one of the most memorable and exciting of students’ high
school careers.

IHS teacher Jennifer Diallo spoke to students in the morning about
her experience working in Chad and Cameroon on community development projects. Also, a local group, Kenya Wildlife and Schools,
shared their information and experiences from working in Kenya to
preserve wildlife habitat and improve village schools.

Mark Mathabane, author of Kafﬁr Boy, was
a guest speaker at the African Celebration

The celebration ended with an
African inspired drumming performance by Samba Ja from Eugene

10th Grade News

As in past years, change and continuity both abound in the sophomore IHS experience. The trajectory of units may always shift but
much of the core content remains similar to past experience. While
it has been used before, this poem speaks well to the continuity
of the tenth grade experience and may provide a time capsule for
IHS graduates:

To Siddhartha’s quest and truths upturned
From Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and the Tao
To the Buddha’s peace and Chairman Mao
From the Ramayana and the Mahabrat
To the reasons why nations have risen and fought
From questions of reason, justice, and truth
To the heart and soul of your timeless youth

From the Odyssey to bedouin veils
To the mu’azzin’s call and Chinese tales
From the Renaissance to Gandhi’s words

In a world of dizzying tectonic shifts, it has been a pleasure to
explore dimensions of human experience through art, literature,
history, and a study of major systems of philosophical/spiritual
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GRADE LEVEL UPDATES
(Continued from Page 3)

thought and expression. In changing times, we have been blessed
to explore many of the questions that are truly timeless. May you
- IHS graduates - continue to grow in the understandings that you
shared with us while you were with us.

“real-life” context. They demonstrate the skills that they will need
throughout their lives, not just in school—skills of communication
and persuasion, of negotiation and cooperation. They also learn that
the people who are most and best informed are more likely to inﬂuence and shape events when using those communication skills.

At the same time that the world rides on turbulent winds, our sophomore students of the International High School are working for a
peaceful resolution of global issues at the annual Eurasian Conference, formerly known to students as the Middle East Conference.
One of the showcase events of the tenth grade year, the conference
will bring IHS students together from across all campuses. In years
gone by the event, including all IHS sophomores, was held in rooms
540-541 at South Eugene High School. This year students from
South, Sheldon, Churchill, and North will ﬁll the Wheeler Pavilion
at the Lane County Fairgrounds on May 5th to discuss, debate, and
vote on a host of complex issues.

From the standpoint of the teachers, we value the conference not
only for the learning that takes place, but for the fun that students
have. The day is unscripted, leaving the outcome of each proposal
undecided until the vote. Students remain highly engaged throughout
the day, working to inﬂuence the ﬁnal decision. The activities help
students to develop a true sense of the complexities that inform the
world around us. As one student remarked, “Now I know why it’s
so difﬁcult to resolve the real issues.”
We’d like to thank all the parents who have and continue to support and encourage students with this project as well as those who
come to watch the proceedings. Now, as in the past, the Eurasian
Conference is a vital part of our continuity as a program. Hopefully the positive experiences of the alumni reading this piece will
resonate with present and future sophomores. While the Eurasian
Conference shifts every year, the fundamental purposes for its existence, and the wealth of opportunity for learning that it represents,
remain the same.

This all-day event, which is the culminating activity for the Sophomore Project in both Global Literature and Global History, allows
students to work together with students from other campuses in
representing the interests of an assigned state. After weeks of intensive study and negotiation, the delegates come together to resolve
critical global issues. It should be quite a colorful assemblage as
students are now required to attend dressed in the attire of their
assigned state.
This year students will consider a wide range of issues, including
proposals to ban the manufacture and use of land mines, to establish a state of Palestine, to address the Kyoto Protocol on Climate
Change, to protect intellectual property rights, and whether or not
to forgive IMF and World Bank debts that are owed by poorer nations. Representing the interests of their assigned states, student
delegates will apply all that they have learned in previous weeks
of study to assert those interests in a global community. Discussion
throughout the day promises to be animated and intense, but will
prove a learning experience on a number of levels.
While a long-standing piece of the tenth grade curriculum, the
Eurasian Conference represents the latest and ﬁnest in current
pedagogical thought. It is an authentic performance assessment
in which students apply what they have learned in a meaningful

2003 Eurasian Conference

11th Grade News

Remember junior year? Some say it is the most difﬁcult one of
all in IHS, but ask most anyone who has ever taught the eleventh
grade in IHS and they will tell you that it is one of the best by far
in terms of working with students! This year’s junior teachers
include some names you may remember, as well as some new
faces on the junior team: Jennifer Diallo, Christine Pettingill,
Jessica Schabtach, Jim Holm, Courtney Leonard, Joshua Hamill,
Kyle Yamada, David Wood, Craig Wiebe, and Nina Forsberg.

In Literature of the Americas, our students continue to read
books and dozens of poems by US and Latin American authors
such as Hawthorne, Twain, Fitzgerald, Cather, Allende, Whitman, Frost, Neruda, and Marquez. They still write timed essays
and take-home essays and complete creative projects including poems, drawings, collages, and character role-plays. As
in the past, they present ﬁnal projects on many works in class.
In History of the Americas, we study the age of Columbus and
the Conquest, and more recently we have added more in-depth
looks at the independence movements in the region, including
the American Revolution. We examine the causes of the Civil
War and Reconstruction, the Great Depression and the New Deal,

Juniors are bursting with a new level of academic maturity
and they are starting to get serious about preparing for college,
IB exams, and the like (and they have yet to be plagued with
senioritis!). A few things have changed over the years, but
here is an overview of what our juniors are up to these days:

(Continued on Page 5)
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the IB economics test (the longest journey begins with the ﬁrst step!),
we end the year by looking at the issue of HIV/AIDS on a global scale.

the rise of Perón in Argentina, and the Mexican Revolution
(remember Marlon Brando in Viva Zapata!). The study of immigration to the United States and the rise of organized labor
dovetails with the related readings in literature class. In addition, all of our students now successfully complete a sophisticated historiography paper (the independent investigation that
is the internal assessment component of the IB History exam).

In Projects, our juniors complete 30 hours of community service in
the fall, begin to investigate colleges, make testing plans, and learn
to write a resumé. Also, the highlight for any IHS student (the extended essay/senior paper) begins at the start of second semester...
ideas are considered, research questions are conceived, TINJARP
is explained, and the technical advisor is hopefully found! We
have made “Junior Special Day” a veritable institution, as we still
take a ﬁeld trip early each year to visit colleges and universities.

As for Economics, students focus on the interplay between supply
and demand; how unemployment, interest rates, and inﬂation,
are interrelated; and the differences between a depression and a
recession, inﬂation and stagnation; trade deﬁcits and the national
debt. Over the course of the year, our students write ﬁve formal
analyses of current economic trends. After scores of students take

So there you have it, the hardest year perhaps, but after twenty-one
years of IHS it is certainly one of the most fun and engaging for teachers and students alike.

Seniors took a deep breath when they ﬁnished their projects,
but not for very long. Essays and presentations are ﬁlling each
class. For students taking IB tests, preparation seems non-stop.
Many students have participated in twelve-minute taped oral
examinations for IB, when they sat with a teacher and analyzed a
passage from one of the works read in junior or senior literature
while that analysis was tape recorded. All students are probing
the problems of philosophy in TOK, examining historical events
and perspectives, and keeping up with a busy reading schedule
in multiple subjects. What a full time job!

Accomplishing Goals: From Senior Project
to IHS Graduation
by Rebecca Hammons, Coordinator for
Senior Projects and IHS Graduation
Our seniors have come to the ﬁnal weeks of a journey that
has taken twelve years and required tremendous effort,
energy, and engagement on the part of every single student
involved – and their families and teachers! Those students
who streamed into schoolrooms twelve years ago eager to
learn will soon eagerly leave similar rooms to experience
ﬁrsthand the world they have studied. Along the way, they’ve
accomplished a number of important goals.

And now the job is almost done… On June 5, we meet in the
auditorium at South Eugene High School to begin our celebration. Each student will have a chance to share his/her fall plans
with the student body, and numerous awards will be given.
That same night, the Hult Center hosts our ﬁnal goodbyes.
IHS graduation ceremonies will concentrate on the individual,
as each student steps forward into the spotlight and looks into
an audience of family and friends while a teacher speaks with
affection about the student. We want to send you off knowing
we’ve cared about you, knowing that we expect the world of
you, knowing that we’re proud you’ve been part of IHS.

One of the most signiﬁcant is the senior project. While this
4,000 word paper is a required element of the International
Baccalaureate program and in many IB schools is completed
only by the IB Diploma candidates, IHS has chosen to require it of all our seniors because we recognize the beneﬁts
for all students of tackling such a challenging academic
essay. Year after year, former IHS students return to tell us
how valuable the process has been in preparing them for
college essay writing. Aside from college preparation, our
hope is that students also gain conﬁdence and practical skills
as they conceive and execute this long-term project.
This year, 307 seniors completed papers on topics ranging
from afﬁrmative action to anorexia, the Patriot Act to poetry.
Each student was guided by a technical advisor and a team
of teachers who coordinated the teaching of the elements
of this project, from abstract to introduction to works cited.
Along with feedback from the technical advisor, the essays
were carefully read by a teacher so that students had an
opportunity to receive detailed appraisal of their research
and writing. This is a huge job for everyone, and one we
know is worth all the effort involved.

River Walk 1999
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IB AND MORE
IB CONTINUES TO GROW
by Melodee Soczek, IB Coordinator

IB remains the glorious and enigmatic combination of rigor and
community in IHS because of the enthusiasm and passion of
all IB teachers and students. Thank you!

International Baccalaureate looks different at Eugene
International High School this year: for the ﬁrst time in
our history we have a full diploma graduating class at all
four Eugene high schools! We have an unprecedented 80
full-diploma candidates and will be administering over 740
exams at three sites. IHS has continued to grow at a rate
far above national averages - 19% in 2005 compared with
10% nationally - and we remain one of the few trilingual
IB schools in the world.

Check out the IHS Website at:
http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs for information
about IHS, alumni newsletters, and current events
and announcements.

In April we mailed Internal Assessments all over the world
and started exam review sessions. Currently students are
working to complete CAS hours and prepare for the exams
that begin May 2. In July, test results will be available
to students online; no more waiting for the letter to arrive
in the mail!

Other We b s i t e s
http://www.4j.lane.edu (4J school information)
http://www.ibo.org (IB home page)
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~humanctr

College and university recognition of the value of International Baccalaureate is growing, and in some exceptional
cases students have received college credit for high scores
on Standard Level exams. While the challenges of IB are
great, the rewards, as so many of you know, are abundant.

(Click on “Calendar” then “Calendar of Events”
for a list of activities at the UO)

Technical Advisors Needed!

Do you have an expertise in one or several areas of study? Do you want to understand the senior paper process better?
Are you willing to spend time mentoring a high school student? Then, consider becoming a technical advisor!
Currently, technical advisors are needed in many different subject areas, across all four campuses. Please call an IHS
campus today and lend your support to an IHS junior who is just beginning the research process!

Do you still keep in touch with your technical advisor? Did
you ﬁnally learn to navigate the stacks at the Knight Library?
Certainly you haven’t forgotten TINJARP?

THE SENIOR PAPER, PAST AND PRESENT
One of the major features of the IHS experience is, of
course, the senior paper. Writing this paper allows students
to pursue their passions in a realm outside of the classroom.
Even after twenty years, seniors are still sweating through
writing their rough drafts in October and ﬁnalizing their
papers for the Monday after Thanksgiving in November.
The paper is a requirement for all International Baccalaureate Diploma candidates, but we know it’s important, so we
require each IHS student to engage in a rigorous research
process with the same expected outcome: a 4,000-word
serious research essay.

We would love to hear about your senior paper experience!
What did you value most about the process? How did it help
you later in life? What is your favorite memory from writing
the paper? Please share with us, so we can share with our
current students! You can e-mail comments to Lynne Given,
IHS Secretary at given@4j.lane.edu or send a letter to IHS
Alumni, Eugene International High School, 400 E. 19th St.,
Eugene, OR 97401.
As we move to the next twenty years of IHS, the senior paper
will remain a cornerstone in our curriculum, a constant in a
rapidly changing state of education.

Do you remember writing your senior paper? Do you recall
the hours you spent at Kinko’s the night before it was due?
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IHS STAFF 2005-2006
Ninth Grade
Joanne Cunningham
Johnny Davis
Jennifer Diallo
Bryan Fitzwater
Nina Forsberg
Caleb Kostechka
Christine Pettingill
Wade Powell
Luke Roth
Deon Saraceno
Saskia Strauss
Tenth Grade
Joanne Cunningham
Marilyn Curtis
Johnny Davis
Daniel Gallo
Rebecca Hammons
Jocelyn Harley
Wade Powell
Deon Saraceno
Jessica Schabtach
Carol Stephenson
Craig Wiebe
Jenelle Youngblood

Eleventh Grade
Jennifer Diallo

Global Literature
SI Geografía Universal
Global Geography
FI Geographie Mondiale
Global Geography
Global Geography
Cultural Aesthetics
Global Literature
Global Literature
Cultural Aesthetics
Cultural Aesthetics
Cultural Aesthetics
Cultural Aesthetics
Global Literature
Global Geography
Global Literature
Cultural Aesthetics

Nina Forsberg
Joshua Hamill
Jim Holm
Courtney Leonard
Pamela McCarty
Christine Pettingill
Jessica Schabtach
Craig Wiebe
David Wood
Kyle Yamada

Global History
Comparative Values & Beliefs
SI Historia Universal
Global History
Global Literature & the Arts
Global History
Comparative Values & Beliefs
Global History
Comparative Values & Beliefs
Global Literature & the Arts
Global Literature & the Arts
Global Literature & the Arts
FI L’histoire Globale
Comparative Values & Beliefs

Twelfth Grade
Rebecca Hammons
Steve Knox
Courtney Leonard
Susan Mannheimer
Pamela McCarty
Melodee Soczek
Steve Smith
David Wood
Kyle Yamada

Comparative Political &
Economic Systems
Literature of the Americas
History of the Americas
SI Historia De Las Américas
Comparative Political &
Economic Systems
History of the Americas
History of the Americas
Literature of the Americas
Literature of the Americas
Literature of the Americas
FI Histoire Des Américas
Comparative Political &
Economic Systems
Comparative Political &
Economic Systems
Theory of Knowledge
Theory of Knowledge
20th Century Global History
20th Century Global Literature
Theory of Knowledge
20th Century Global Literature
Theory of Knowledge
20th Century Global History
20th Century Global Literature
20th Century Global History

Support

Marilyn Curtis
Melodee Soczek
Carol Stephenson
Jocelyn Harley
Courtney Leonard

Head Teacher
IB Coordinator
Assistant IB Coordinator
Freshmen and Sophomore Coordinator
Junior and Senior Coordinator

Clerical

Peggy Farris
Lynne Given
Sue Martichuski
Ingrid Quirke

Secretary, IHS Sheldon 687-3171
Secretary, IHS Churchill 687-3438
Secretary, IHS South 687-3115
Secretary, IHS North 687-4511

IHS FACTOID #1
Teachers have taken students on trips all over the world in the
last year. In the summer of 2005 students traveled to Africa,
New Zealand, Europe, and China. In February, 2006 a group of
students went to Egypt. This coming summer, 2006 students will
be traveling to South India, Yucatan, and Thailand.
7

LETTER FROM CARON COOPER, HEAD TEACHER 1994 TO 2002
I joined the IHS family in 1989
and count my time there with
the students, staff, and families
as one of the richest highlights of my career. My ﬁrst
year I taught Contemporary
Twentieth Century Literature
and Theory of Knowledge to
juniors (at that time seniors took Literature of the Americas
and only one trimester of TOK), and I fell in love with the
curriculum and the students. That year I taught both literature
and TOK to one of my classes. That class has continued to
remain dear in my heart and mind as a group of fellow travelers on a learning journey that changed my teaching life and
made me a fervent advocate for integrated curriculum.
I have many fond memories of IHS from those early years.
Our Enrichment Days then were day-long, schoolwide
events involving special activities and guest speakers. We
were the ﬁrst school in the district to have a site council
with parent and student representatives; we called it our
Governing Board. The Eurasian Conferences were called
Middle East Conferences and were held in our sophomore
classrooms because we were much smaller. We even offered
an IB Math course taught at our South campus by a Sheldon
math teacher! We only had one secretary who, like the staff,
traveled between campuses! Our graduations were held in
the 500-seat Soreng Theater at the Hult Center, instead of
the large Silva Hall, as they are now.
I served as head teacher from 1994 to 2002, when I ofﬁcially
retired. During that time the school grew from a few hundred
students to close to 1500, and from two campuses to four
for 2002-03. Our IB program grew also and the success of
IHS students has continued against all odds – since most
IB schools are private and are more generously staffed and
funded. This success is a testimony to the extraordinary
dedication and quality of the IHS staff and the host school
teachers, the involvement of our parents and families, and
the commitment and hard work of our students.
I remember my students – the hundreds of them during my
years at IHS, from 1989 through 2002 – with deep affection
and memories that make me know how indebted we all are
to our young people who go out into a more international
world than most of their teachers and parents ever conceptualized at their age.
Perhaps the most profound experience for me in IHS was
participating in the ongoing, collaborative discourse on learning that has always been the heart of IHS. The school is a sort
of Theory of Knowledge laboratory where the discussions
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across the school and in the classrooms are about what we
know and why and how we know it; what does it mean to be an
international school? To be a global citizen? What should we
teach and what should our students learn and what are the best
ways to do that? What should our mission, practices, rituals,
activities, course content, readings, speakers, assessments be
about in the context of international understanding? These
questions drive and inform all that we do and have continued
to inspire me even three years after leaving.
I have, in a sense, come full circle. My husband and I are
working now in Genova, Italy, in an international IB school,
and, like IHS in the beginning, the school is small. I am
teaching TOK again to juniors and seniors, and have been
asked to take a leadership role in the school helping teachers
to create a more integrated curriculum with an international
focus. So much of what I know and think comes from what
I learned at IHS from colleagues, students, and families in a
culture of discourse about international learning.
IHS FACTOID #2:

The 4th Annual IHS Film Festival was held on February 24th. The contest was open to all 4J high school
students. Film submissions were to be ﬁve to ten
minutes in length, with a PG rating. The submission fee was $8 and the winners received $20 each.
There were ten OUTSTANDING ﬁlms this year and
the judges had a hard time determining the winners.
BEST PICTURE: Karobeinki, produced by Damon
Stea
BEST COMEDY: Les Deux Soeurs, produced by
Angelica Sather-Hodgetts
BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY: Misère, produced by
Rebecca DeMoss
BEST DRAMA: Escape in Place, produced by
Myke Foster and Alexander Hendricks-Clark
BEST MUSIC VIDEO: Tree House Rock, produced
by Ryan Skeele and Leif Odegard
Other honorable mentions go to: Duck Herding, produced by Leo Altman, Me & Aesop, Fast Cars, produced
by Nick Caiazza, Happy Zombie Death, produced by
Ezra Black, Ping Pong, produced by Matt Ash and
Rebecca DeMoss, and Coma, produced by Matt Ash.
IHS CAR MAGNETS - $5
Do we have something you won’t be able to live
without--you bet we do! A bumper-sticker sized
IHS Magnet--has our Logo and Eugene International
High School printed right on it. Only $5.00.Supply is
limited. Get one in the IHS ofﬁces today!

ALUMNI E-MAIL DIRECTORY
2000
Samuel Mallory Boush: sam@arnicacreative.com
Lara Koler: lara.koler@hill.af.mil
Shanti Esa Michaels: semichae@mtholyoke.edu
McKenna Irene Morrigan: mckennamorrigan@gmail.com

1990
Polly Nelson: nelson_p@4j.lane.edu
1992
Courtney Leonard: leonard@4j.lane.edu

2001
Matthew James Bradley: bodhisattvavow@hotmail.com
William Arthur Clayton: william.clayton@students.olin.edu
Laila Joan Mirsepassi: lailajoan@gmail.com
Sharma Rapoport: exhalingdreams@yahoo.com
Erin Rice: rice_erin06@yahoo.com
Lindsay Adams Schauer: lschauer@stanford.edu
Cassandra Aanderud Thonstad: cassrude@hotmail.com
Sara Diane Votipka: saradv@gmail.com

1993
Emily Courtnage: ecourtnage@ssbls.com
Sorrell Dye: sorrel_dye@yahoo.com
Andrew Dyke: padre@email.unc.edu
Brady Lahr: brady@kufala.com
Jamie Morgan: jadmorgan3@yahoo.com
1994
Tayan-Lin (Rathje) Butler: taylin.butler@thrivent.com
Sharon Fendrich: sharonfendrich@earthlink.net
Sara Rosenthal Firosz: saraﬁrosz@hotmail.com
Shanna Gazley: shannagazley@hotmail.com
Peter Jewett: jewett@pangea.stanford.edu
Dayna Ruhoff Linderman: dlinderman@fdic.gov
Sadie Thorin: sadisc@hotmail.com

2002
Cara Alexandra Abrams-Simonton: cabrams@brandeis.edu
Devon N. Biggerstaff: dbiggerstaff@ups.edu
Eva B. Miller: millereb@whitman.edu
Emily Catherine Mosqueda: emi.mosqueda@gmail.com
2003
Brooke Barker: bbabe20@hotmail.com
Juliet M. Bennett-Stroud: bennetju@onid.orst.edu
Corey Chavez: srpokel@yahoo.com
Sarah Elizabeth Cooper: secooper@ups.edu
Courtney Ann Lee Dunham: cdunham@ups.edu
Grace Eickmeyer: gracereraser@gmail.com
Theodore Paul Johnson-Freyd: theojf@stanford.edu
Cameron Laue: calaue@vassar.edu
Wells O’Byrne: wells.obyrne@yale.edu
Justin David Sherrill: jush85@hotmail.com
Luketan Sireeluck Somnasang: ssomnasa@gladstone.uoregon.edu
Lindsay Gail Temes: 007lindsay.temes@usafa.edu

1995
Kristen Faust: kristenfaust@yahoo.com
1996
Sara Anderson Gillette: sara.gillette@gmail.com
1997
Marian Jennifer Hart: marianjhart@hotmail.com
Erin Ashley Vranas: erinvranas@gmail.com
1998
Hunt Allcott: allcott@fas.harvard.edu
Kate Bonamici: kbonamici@gmail.com
Dara Finkelstein: dara.ﬁnkelstein@fox.com
Rayne Gaisford: gaisford@gmail.com
Andrew Heid: andrew.heid@aya.yale.edu
Jake Klonoski: hapwarrior@aol.com
Justin Volmert: jvolmert@gmail.com

2004
Amy Lynne Brewer: abrewer@gladstone.uoregon.edu
Robert John Ng Coolman: coolmanr@onid.orst.edu
Rachel Nikol Dentel: rnd11@u.washington.edu
Tom C. Fisher: ﬁshman512@hotmail.com
Kristin Hall: frissin85@aol.com
Jaclyn Hamilton-Smith: pixy12201@yahoo.com
Holly Catherine Jackson: hjackson@wesleyan.edu
Melissa Ann Louie: mellouie@hotmail.com
Alivia McCarty: teeniewahine43@hotmail.com
Ryan Patrick McShane: ryan_mcshane@brown.edu
Scott Nicholas Rauch: srauch@uoregon.edu
Meredith Schwieger: mschwie1@ithaca.edu
Kevin Lee Sittner: kls975@u.washington.edu
Eric Simon Trachtenberg: etracht@brandeis.edu

1999
Loic Fabricant: fabrican@ohsu.edu
Andrew Faust: afaust@gladstone.uoregon.edu
Lisa Miller: Lpiglet1@juno.com
Gillian Schauer: gschauer13@yahoo.com
Nick Sherrill: nicksherrill@hotmail.com
FACTOID #3:
IHS held a Katrina Relief Art Sale.
By selling student artwork, $400 was
raised to help hurricane victims.
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ALUMNI E-MAIL DIRECTORY
Derek Ruiz: d3r3kru12@aol.com
Kellie Scoﬁeld: scoﬁeke@onid.orst.edu
Brent Snelgrove: brent4987@yahoo.com
Seli Thomas: phillagirl1@yahoo.com

2005
Samuel Best: menidan@gmail.com
Zoë Campbell: zcampbell@macalester.edu
Lara Colvin: lcolvin@scrippscollege.edu
Susan Garver: zsazsathegreat@hotmail.com
Ingara James-Giraldo: ingycj@yahoo.com
Sarah Johnson: sejohnson@ups.edu
Samuel Linton: slinton25@comcast.net
Rebecca Marcus: rmarcus@uoregon.edu
Matthew McGlade: matthew.mcglade@pomona.edu
Devin McManus: devin.mcmanus@dartmouth.edu
Haley Meshnik: hmishnik@uoregon.edu
Ashley Nored: generationash@hotmail.com
Sarah Pritchard: pritc20s@mtholyoke.edu

If you have any feedback, story ideas, letters
to the editor or any other information you
would like to see in upcoming newsletters
please e-mail the information to Lynne
Given, IHS Secretary, at: given@4j.lane.
edu and include “ALUMNI INFO” in the
subject area.

IHS Staff 2005-2006

IHS staff e-mail addresses

To send an e-mail to any of the addresses below, add:
Joanne Cunningham
Marilyn Curtis
John Davis
Jennifer Diallo
Peggy Farris
Bryan Fitzwater
Nina Forsberg
Daniel Gallo
Lynne Given
Joshua Hamill
Rebecca Hammons

(cunningham)
(curtis_m )
(davis_j)
(diallo_j)
(farris)
(ﬁtzwater)
(forsberg_n)
(gallo_d)
(given)
(hamill )
(hammons_r)

@4j.lane.edu

Jocelyn Harley
Jim Holm
Steve Knox
Caleb Kostechka
Courtney Leonard
Susan Mannheimer
Sue Martichuski
Pamela McCarty
Christine Pettingill
Wade Powell
Ingrid Quirke

(harley_j)
(holm_j)
(knox_s)
(kostechka_c)
(leonard)
(mannheimer)
(martichuskis)
(mccarty_p)
(pettingill)
(powell_w)
(quirke_i)
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Luke Roth
Deon Saraceno
Jessica Schabtach
Steve Smith
Melodee Soczek
Carol Stephenson
Saskia Strauss
Craig Wiebe
David Wood
Kyle Yamada
Jenelle Youngblood

(roth)
(saraceno_d)
(schabtach)
(smith_st)
(soczek )
(stephenson_c)
(strauss)
(wiebe)
(wood_d)
(yamada)
(youngblood)

RETIREE NOTES
Dwayne Adcock, retired 4J Administrator, is a founding father of IHS. Twenty years ago his vision for international education and immersion language study set the foundation for the establishment of IHS as an alternative high school. Dwayne
currently lives in Portland, OR for part of the year and spends the rest of the year in Thailand.
IHS RETIREES INCLUDE:
Connie Burden retired in 1994
Jerry Keuter retired in 1994
Jon Doornink retired in 1995
Marna Schultz retired in 1995
Ione Jorgenson retired in 1997
Kay Hackelman retired in 1998
Mike Helm retired in 1998
Pete Ogan retired in 1998
Charlie Shoup retired in 1998
Pat Sullivan in 1998
Harry Beaudet in 1999
Kathy Turay retired in 1999
Bob Veeck retired in 1999
Susan Delaney retired in 2000

IHS Staff 2001

Dale Sturdavant retired in 2003. He currently lives in
Eugene, OR and has been enjoying traveling, writing, and
being a house husband. He has traveled to Spain, Morocco,
Mexico, Holland, Great Britain, Costa Rica and to Tanzania
to an International Student conference in Dar es Salaam. He
married BJ Blake on October 9, 2004, and became Grandpa
Dale on March 23, 2005 to Olivia Light McQueen, born to his
daughter Kai. His daughter Katie Weaver is due in May.
Subjects Taught in IHS: 9th grade Global Literature, 11th grade
History of the Americas, 11th grade Comparative Political and
Economic Systems, 12th grade 20th Century Global History.
Fondest Memories: “Disrupting Larry Sutton’s senior literature classes. Doing IB history review sessions with Ron
Lancaster. The retirement party the Churchill seniors threw
for Larry Sutton and me-kidnapping and blind folding us,
transporting us to Alton Baker Park for a barbeque. Working
with Caron Cooper, Peggy, Sue, and Margaret.”
Hiett Cooper retired in 2004. “I am now teaching at the
American International School in Genoa, Italy, teaching
language arts and world studies to middle school students.
My adventure teaching here has been a most signiﬁcant
international experience – in addition to providing my wife
and me the opportunity to travel in England, Spain, and
France this year.”
Subjects Taught in IHS: 9th grade Cultural Aesthetics, 10th
grade Global Literature and the Arts, 11th grade Literature
of the Americas.
Fondest Memories: “Even sitting here alongside the Italian Riviera, it is not difﬁcult to conjure up fond memories

11

Alice Jagger retired in 2000
Leslie Skelton retired in 2000
Howard Butler Yank retired in 2001
Caron Cooper retired in 2002
Ron Lancaster retired in 2003
Laura Sherrill retired in 2003
Dale Sturdavant retired in 2003
Larry Sutton retired in 2003
Hiett Cooper retired in 2004
Debbie Duke retired in 2004
Elizabeth Lorish retired in 2004
Margaret McCoy retired in 2004
Bev McDufﬁe retired in 2004

of IHS. What I remember most fondly is the community
of learners, both staff and students. Fortunately amnesia
prevents me from recalling precise details of my ﬁrst year
in 1993-94, but certain recollections are indelibly etched
in my mind: the Writer’s Workshop spearheaded by Jerry
Keuter; getting to know Sheldon IHS students after teaching
at South eleven years; integration planning with Youngblood,
Veeck, and Jagger; starting to learn from Duke how to make
art projects a part of students’ learning; introducing into the
curriculum Lawrence of Arabia, Power of One, and The Good
Earth; teaching Star Wars as part of the hero cycle; and for
one year only, teaching Catcher in the Rye to sophomores.
Other highlights over the years: Fran Curtis and all the other
parents who helped with the students’ writing; the fantastic
families who supported IHS; Harry Beaudet’s “Tiger”; Jonah
Henderson leading students to plan the ﬁrst College Day for
juniors; Josh Greer bringing in a parking lot barrier for Ferdinand in The Tempest; Tess Elliot’s Whitman poem; Susan
Garver’s Emmeline Grangerford; Grace Porter’s concentrated
watercoloring in class; the students who still keep in touch
with me – like Monica Simpson, Shane Cavanaugh, Meika
Hopps, Nikos Aragon; my three classes at Churchill – one
ninth and two eleventh; college trips with the juniors; having
all three of my own kids as students; and working with great
or anyway, spirited, older teachers, like Lancaster.”
We appreciate your willingness to be a part of
our IHS alumni newsletter.
Thank you for continuing to be a part of our
IHS family.

ALUMNI NOTES
CLASS OF 1992
Courtney Leonard is currently an IHS teacher at Eugene
International High School in Eugene, OR and is married.
College: BA, BS History, International Studies, French,
1996 University of Oregon. MA Education, 1999 University
of Oregon.
Travels: Traveled to Japan with students, to France, and to
sister city, Kakegawa, in Japan on a cultural exchange.
Reﬂections: “I have fond memories of all my teachers: Ron
Lancaster, Marna Schulz, Jon Doornink. The main things
I valued about IB were
Dear Alumni,
the connections I made
We appreciate your enthusiasm to be with other students and
a part of our IHS alumni newsletter.
studying like crazy before
We are continually updating our
all the exams. IHS was a
alumni database. Please inform us
of any new address or e-mail chang- bright spot in high school,
es. You can e-mail any information and because of my experito Lynne Given, IHS secretary, at ence, I went on to major
given@4j.lane.edu.
in international studies,
French, and history. I also
If you know of any IHS graduates remember Alice Jagger
please pass the information along and Bob Veeck, and the
to them.
song and dance show they
always had prepared.”
CLASS OF 1993
Kim Burkland is currently attending Gonzaga University
School of Law in Spokane, WA. She spent eight years working
as a non-proﬁt professional in the Paciﬁc Northwest prior to
returning to school to pursue a legal career. Outside of law
school she keeps busy playing ultimate frisbee, gardening,
raising chickens, and cooking using fresh ingredients grown
close to home.
College: BS Environmental Science, 1997 Brown
University
Travels: Spent two months in the Dominican Republic doing community service working on a health and nutrition
program for women and children. Also, traveled to France
and Italy.
Reﬂections: “The quality of the education at IHS is on par with
the nation’s top private schools. The teachers and students
at IHS serve as a testament that public education works and
should serve as a model for the rest of the State of Oregon
and the country.”
Emily Courtnage is an Associate Attorney at Stoll, Stoll,
Berne, Lokting, and Shlachter, PC. She lives in Portland, is
married to Andrew Dyke, and has 2 children; Ella was born
in February, 2004 and Lillian was born in December, 2005.
College: BA Psychology, 1997 Yale University. JD Law
School, 2002 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Travels: Studied abroad at University of York in England.
Sorrel Dye is an elementary school teacher at Childpeace
Montessori School in Portland, OR.
College: BA Geology, 1997 Colorado College. MA Education, Montessori Training, 2001 Loyola of Maryland.
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Andrew Dyke is an Economic Consultant with EcoNorthwest.
He has also held positions as a Fiscal and Policy Analyst and
College Instructor/Adjunct Professor. He lives in Portland,
is married to Emily Courtnage, and has 2 children, Ella and
Lillian.
College: BA Math, Economics, 1997 Wesleyan University
Travels: Studied abroad in England.
Brady Lahr is currently the founder and president of Kufala
Recordings, a record label with international distribution, in
Los Angeles, CA and he is married.
College: Associates of Applied Arts Music and Video Business, 1995 Art Institute of Seattle
Reﬂections: “IHS prepared me to run an international
business.”
Jamie Morgan is currently an OB/GYN resident at the
University of Texas, Medical Branch in Galveston, TX.
She enjoys sea kayaking along the gulf, mountaineering in
Colorado, and telemark skiing.
College: BA Environmental, Population, Organism Biology,
1997 University of Colorado-Boulder. MD, 2004 Oregon
Health Sciences University of Medicine.
Travels: University of Ghana Foreign Exchange student in
Accra, Ghana (West Africa) in 1997. Traveled to Nepal,
Thailand, and Turks & Caicos Islands.
Reﬂections: “IHS teaches an extraordinary philosophy that
broadens the horizons. After training with IHS, I often question
if the United States is the only country I will call ‘home.’”
CLASS OF 1994
Tayan-Lin (Rathje) Butler is a Financial Associate and lives
in Eugene, OR. She is married and has a daughter, Magdalena
Rose, who was born on October 5, 2005. “If anyone swings
through town call me up, 541-345-0605.”
College: BA Political Science, MBA Business Administration, 2002 Paciﬁc Lutheran University
Travels: Studied abroad in Costa Rica and Cuba and as a
Rotary Scholar in Guadelajara, Mexico. She has also traveled
to Europe and Honduras on vacation.
Reﬂections: “IB diploma...I skipped a year in college...but
used it up studying abroad.”
Sara (Rosenthal) Firosz currently lives in Portland, OR, is
married, and has worked overseas for 3 years.
College: BA Japanese and Asian Studies, 1998 University
of Oregon
Reﬂections: “Great overall.”
FACTOID #4:
The Sheldon Peace Club collected $70 for our sister
school in Bangalore, India. They held a showing
of Born Into Brothels and collected donations of
money and food for the food bank.

ALUMNI NOTES
Sharon Fendrich is currently living in the Boston area, but
will be moving to Michigan in July. She is married and
has a daughter named Talia, born on December 11, 2004.
She has held positions as Director of Marketing and Public
Relations for San Diego Chamber Orchestra, Program Coordinator for the International Career Associates Program
at UCSD, and Program Administrator for Tufts University
European Center.
College: BA International Relations, 1998 Tufts
University
Travels: International travel throughout Western Europe
and Argentina.
Reﬂections: “Wow, hard to know where to begin. I didn’t
attend Sheldon, I attended IHS!!! I am forever a devotee of
the curriculum and the teachers. I want my daughter to attend an IHS and am currently seeking a Spanish Immersion
program for her, to start in preschool. My IB education really
prepared me for college and helped me with placements. The
world would have seemed so small and foreign to me without
IHS and Spanish Immersion. I’m happy to help any students
with international career/college/etc. questions.”
Shanna Gazley currently works for Oracle. She was married
in March and will begin an MBA program at the University
of Washington in Seattle, WA in 2007.
College: BA International Relations, 2000 Stanford
University
Travels: Studied abroad in Italy, spent a summer in Rome,
a winter in Asia, and was married in Pondicherry, India in
March.
Peter Jewett is currently the lab manager of an environmental
science lab at Stanford University and lives in San Mateo, CA.
He has also worked in positions involving wildlife biology,
teaching/tutoring, and environmental science. He married
Marie Soller on August 23, 2003 in Portland, OR and has a
wonderful baby girl, Ruby Marie Jewett, who was born on
August 12, 2005.
College: BS Earth Systems, 1998 Stanford University
Travels: Lived, studied and traveled in Chile for ﬁve months.
Returned to South America to visit Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia,
and Costa Rica. Also traveled to Italy, Switzerland, France,
and Germany. Often works in Mexico and visits there
frequently.
Reﬂections: “I loved the strong community that IHS formed.
I am still in touch with a number of people. From an education
standpoint, IHS challenged me to look at the world as one
unit. It initiated a desire to travel and know a bigger world
which has driven my travel and career choices.”
Dayna (Ruhoff) Linderman is currently a Supervisory
Examiner for the FDIC in Folsom, CA. She was married
on September 2, 2000 to Mathew Linderman and has a son,
Andrew John, who was born on December 23, 2005.
College: BA International Business and Spanish, 1998
University of Puget Sound
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Travels: Studied abroad in Seville, Spain. Traveled through
Europe, Germany, Italy, Austria, Sweden, and went skiing
in Innsbruck, Austria.
Sadie Thorin is currently a science teacher at Crow Middle/
High School and lives in Eugene, OR. She has also taught
in Gold Beach, OR and Tacoma, WA.
College: BA Biochemistry, 1998 Oberlin College. MA
Education, 2001 University of Oregon.
Reﬂections: “I got to teach ‘Shoup’ style world geography to
9th grade in Gold Beach; it was my favorite class that year.
Thanks to Mr. Shoup’s amazing teaching, I was able to relive
and pass on some favorite memories from his class, and my
students learned a lot too. (Shout out to Mike, Mandy, Marion,
Maria and the whole crew-still have your water guns?!)”
CLASS OF 1997
Marian Hart is currently attending Georgia State University
in Atlanta, Georgia pursuing a Master’s degree in applied
linguistics. She has worked as the Development Coordinator at Survivors of Torture, International, a small non-proﬁt
human rights organization in San Diego, CA and is currently
working with a literary research project. She’ll be moving
back to San Diego in about a year. She is married, and won
a cooking contest with her spanikopita recipe.
College: BA International and Regional Studies, Spanish, 2001 University of the Paciﬁc, School of International
Studies
Travels: Studied at Universidad Americana on an exchange
to Managua, Nicaragua, studied architecture in Havana,
Cuba.
Reﬂections: “IHS contributed signiﬁcantly to the well-rounded
person I am constantly striving to be. Thank you.”
Erin Vranas is currently a Consultant at Celerity Consulting
Group in San Francisco, CA. She was a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar to Chile and a Paul Harris Fellow.
College: BA Business Administration (International Emphasis), 2001 University of Puget Sound Honors College
Travels: Studied abroad in Vienna, Austria and Valparaiso,
Chile.
Reﬂections: “I ﬁrst heard the term global citizen as a freshman in IHS. It made me think...and I haven’t stopped! The
effort to educate youth from and towards an international,
humanitarian perspective is, to me, critical to our future as
a planet...and entertaining in the present. I’ll never forget
IHS–learning all the countries in Africa before memorizing
the 50 states!!”
FACTOID #5:
Two junior students at South organized a showing of Hotel Rwanda to raise awareness for the
genocide in Darfur, Sudan. They raised $160 for
the family of the guide from the Africa trip last
summer who recently died of AIDS.

ALUMNI NOTES
CLASS OF 1998
Hunt Allcott is currently a Senior Associate at Cambridge
Energy Research Associates in Cambridge, MA. He is working on development economics, especially in Latin America.
He is in the Environmental Economics Program at Harvard
pursuing his PhD in Public Policy.
College: BS Engineering, MS Engineering Economic Systems, 2002 Stanford University
Travels: Visiting researcher at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Business Administration in Caracas, Venezuela. Will
travel to India this summer to run an econometric experiment
on psychology, ﬁnance, and health outcomes. May also do
some work in South America and Europe this summer.
Reﬂections: “I miss IHS. IB work served me incredibly well
in getting out of early college requirements...”

Jake Klonoski is currently a Lieutenant on the USS Georgia
in the US Navy. He is serving as Assistant Engineer and
Cryptology Ofﬁcer on the conversion/refueling crew of a US
ballistic missile submarine. He is engaged to be engaged after
he gets out of the Navy, and lives in Norfolk, VA.
College: BS International Politics, 2002 Georgetown
University
Travels: Traveled through Europe. Went through the Panama
Canal while coming back with the USS Georgia from Bangor, WA.
Reﬂections: “...No one could have been better prepared for college than this 1998 graduate of the South Eugene International
High School. My worries about the adequacy of my education
began to evaporate when the entire School of Foreign Service
freshmen class joined in what is traditionally a practice of
mass failure. Each student is presented with a map of the
modern political world and is asked to essentially identify
everything on it. As I watched other students throw down
their pencils and give up, I reached back to the high school
classes taught by Robert Veeck, Ron Lancaster and Howard
Yank and was able to press on, identifying the participants
in the Soccer War, the rivers of Central Africa and the island
nations of the Paciﬁc. In my class of more than 800, ﬁve
students passed. Thanks to my former teachers’ hard work,
I was one of them.... Thank you for everything.”

Kate Bonamici is currently a reporter for Fortune Magazine
and lives in Brooklyn, NY. She is getting married in New
York this summer.
College: BS Journalism, 2001 Boston University
Travels: Traveled to England, France, Italy, and Montreal.
Reﬂections: “Still enjoy using my French Immersion skills,
and still hoping to live overseas one day.”
Dara Finkelstein is currently a Supervisor, Sales Operations,
Worldwide Television Distribution, 20th Century Fox in West
Hollywood, CA.
College: BA Management Engineering, 2001 Claremont
McKenna College. BS Industrial Engineering, 2003 Columbia University.
Reﬂections: “The world view I gained at IHS has been
useful in dealing with international clients on a day-to-day
basis. While I hated Shoup’s World Geography and having
to memorize where every country in the world was, it is also
very helpful to be able to ﬁnd countries like Djibouti on a
map without searching!”

CLASS OF 1999
Loic Fabricant is currently a second year medical student at
Oregon Health and Science University in Portland, OR.
College: BS Biology, 2003 University of Oregon
Lisa Miller is currently teaching reading and social skills at
Jefferson County Middle School in Madras, OR. She also
taught language arts at Logos Christian School in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic to 4th through 12th graders.
College: BA Middle Childhood Education, 2003 Cedarville
University. Also attended Lane Community College.
Travels: Lived in the Dominican Republic for two years.
Did student teaching in San Jose, Costa Rica at American
International School in 2003.
Reﬂections: “All the work in high school deﬁnitely prepared
me for an easier transition to college. The global focus in
history and literature helped me to see a bigger world beyond
Oregon. I have great friends for life from IHS and still enjoy
seeing former teachers like Mr. Hamill, Mrs. Jagger, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Smith and others in Eugene when I visit.”

Andrew Heid is currently attending Yale University in
Princeton, NJ as a graduate student of architecture. He has
worked as an intern and junior architect at Adjaye/Associates, Robert A.M. Stern Architects, Ofﬁce for Metropolitan
Architecture (OMA), and Eisenman Architects. He is also
expecting to be a Master of Architecture candidate at Princeton. He won a design competition for design in Berlin
(Union of International Architecture) for his senior thesis
at Yale. He also won a design competition for high line in
Manhattans’ West Side.
College: BA Architecture, 2002 Yale University
Travels: Studied at the Architectural Association in London,
worked for Adjaye/Associates in London, and studied and
worked in Shanghai.
Fondest Memory: “Class with Mrs. Cooper and Mr.
Lancaster.”
Reﬂections: “...A respect for contradiction and ambiguity.”

FACTOID #6:
Through the sale of Africa calendars, $200
was raised for SoftPower Education, a nonproﬁt organization. All pictures in the calendars were taken by staff and students during
their trip to Africa during summer 2005.
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ALUMNI NOTES
CLASS OF 2000
Shanti Michaels is currently an Ofﬁce Manager for Mason
Investigative Group in Berkeley, CA. She won the Student
Environmental Award at Mount Holyoke College, was on
that National Dean’s List, and graduated Cum Laude in
three years (“thanks to IHS”). She is awaiting acceptance
into law school.
College: BA International Relations and Spanish, 2003
Mount Holyoke College
Travels: Lived in Salamanca, Spain in fall 2002 and plans
to study law there.
Reﬂections: “The IHS experience was great college prep;
engaged students, caring and engaging teachers, challenging
but thrilling...built comradery to do diploma program with
other candidates. The IB diploma got me one year off of
college saving me about $37,000.”
McKenna Morrigan is currently living in Brooklyn, NY.
College: BA Anthropology, 2004 Brown University
CLASS OF 2001
Laila Mirsepassi is currently a contract administrator for a
defense contract management agency.
College: BA Business Administration (International Business
Emphasis), French Minor, 2005 Seattle Paciﬁc University
Travels: Studied abroad in Oxford and London and traveled
around the continent on the side. Also traveled to Latin
America in 2004 and planning on going to Greece, and
Turkey this summer.
Erin Rice earned a BA in Elementary Education and her
teaching license from Western Oregon University in Monmouth, OR.
Reﬂections: “Trip to Ashland for the Shakespeare festival–long
trip, but lots of fun.”
Cassandra (Aanderud) Thonstad is currently a math teacher
at Milwaukie High School in Milwaukie, OR. She married
Dennis Thonstad on December 18, 2004. Her next big adventure will be buying a house. As a Rotary Ambassadorial
Scholar she studied at the University of Auckland in Auckland,
New Zealand to complete her Master’s in Education.
College: BS Math, 2004 University of Oregon. MA Education, 2005 Paciﬁc University and University of Auckland.
Travels: Traveled to New Zealand and Australia.
Reﬂections: “As an IB candidate, I was able to complete my
college degree in only three years. The rigor of the IHS and
IB programs made my college experience seem like a breeze
and I will treasure the memories forever. Long live Sophie’s
World and Stavrianos!”
Lindsay Schauer is currently attending Stanford University
in Stanford, CA pursuing a degree in English and feminist
studies. She has worked as a camp counselor at a French camp
in Minnesota and as a high school tutor in Palo Alto, CA.
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Travels: Traveled to Thailand and Europe.
Reﬂections: “Well, I am studying to teach in, hopefully, an
IHS program someday. I would like to teach literature.”
Sara Votipka is currently a Human Resources Specialist at
the University of Washington in Seattle, WA. She plans on
entering graduate school to become an archivist.
College: BA Sociology and Slavic Languages and Literatures, 2005 University of Washington
Travels: Studied abroad in Prague, Czech Republic.
Reﬂections: “IHS and IB have served me well in college and
beyond. I have many fond memories, including one where
some students and I called Mr. Holm the night before the IB
econ test. We learned there sure were a lot of Holm’s in the
phone book!”
CLASS OF 2002
Emily Mosqueda is currently attending the University of
Oregon in Eugene, OR pursuing a degree in communication
and disorders and sciences. She also attended Oregon State
University in Corvallis, OR for two years. She has experienced improved health since graduating as she learned she
has non-traditional food allergies and will be seeking allergy
treatment in Oregon City.
Travels: Student exchange to Argentina. Traveled to PeruCuzco, Lima, Machu Picchu, and Nazca Lines.
Reﬂections: “IB prepared me for the university setting well.
In Argentina I had the opportunity to speak to an 11th grade
class who were beginning their IB classes to complete full
IB diplomas. It was a global connection I never expected to
happen, let alone in Buenos Aires, Argentina!”
Cara Simonton is currently attending Brandeis University in
Waltham, MA pursuing a degree in near eastern and Judaic
studies.
Travels: Studied abroad in Seville, Spain and traveled
through Europe.
Reﬂections: “At my university I have met many international
students who did the IB and they think it’s so incredible that
I did the same in Oregon.”
CLASS OF 2003
Brooke Barker is currently attending Paciﬁc University
in Forest Grove, OR pursuing a degree in exercise science.
She earned All-American honors as a heptathalete in track
and ﬁeld and was conference champion in the 200, 400m
and heptathalon.
Reﬂections: “Waking up early everyday for class was always
fun!”
Juliet Bennett-Stroud is currently attending Oregon State
University in Corvallis, OR pursuing a degree in exercise
and sport science/health care administration.

ALUMNI NOTES
Corey Chavez is currently attending the University of
Colorado at Boulder pursuing degrees in psychology and
biology studying the physiology of sleep and the psychology of dreams.
Travels: Traveled to Yucatán, Mexico, participated in a
month-long globalization study abroad course in China, and
did a backpacking trek into the Himalays in Tibet.
Reﬂections: “After graduating from IHS, I felt extremely
well-prepared for college. The quality of IHS classes is
comparable to many college courses. I remember reading
Sophie’s World, The Good Earth, The Scarlet Letter, and
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. I also remember a great lecture
by history teacher Ron Lancaster concerning 19th century
Russia’s need for warm water ports!”
Courtney Dunham is currently attending the University of
Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA pursuing a degree in biology.
She is a #1 singles and #3 doubles varsity tennis player, Push
Period winner of the 1st Team All-Conference award two
years on a row, and player of the week. She is also a Vector
Marketing Corporation sales leader.
Travels: Traveled to Italy, Greece and Turkey in 2003. Currently studying abroad in Melbourne, Australia.
Reﬂections:”One of the girls that goes to my college was on
IHS Student Government with me.”
Theo Johnson-Freyd is currently attending Stanford University in Stanford, CA pursuing a degree in math.
Michelle Li is currently attending the University of Washington in Seattle, WA pursuing a degree in business.
Travels: Semester at sea program.
Reﬂections: “My IB diploma really provided a lot of good
knowledge and content that was very useful in my college
courses.”
Lindsay Temes is currently studying social sciences. She
will be traveling to Poland this summer through the Auschwitz Jewish Center Foundation (AJCF) for a program
on the holocaust, ethics, and genocide, and the importance
of understanding the relevance of such tragedies for future
military ofﬁcers and leaders.
CLASS OF 2004
Robert Coolman is currently attending Oregon State University in Corvallis, OR pursuing a degree in chemical engineering. He is a teacher assistant in the CHE102-Legolab
and assists with building robots from legos.
Reﬂections: “My physics professor was impressed by my senior project and cited it in a 300 level lecture. Fifteen credits
from IB chemistry saved me a lot of time and money.”
Rachel Dentel is currently attending the University of
Washington in Seattle, WA pursuing a degree in architectural
studies.
Reﬂections: “I thoroughly enjoyed my IHS experience. As
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a full IB diploma receiver, I will be able to graduate from
college in just three years due to the number of credits I
received. I’m so glad I did IHS.”
Tom Fisher is currently attending Occidental College in Los
Angeles, CA pursuing a degree in biochemistry. He works
on campus in the mailroom and works for Prism Painting in
Eugene when he comes home.
Travels: Hopes to study abroad in France or somewhere in
Europe junior year.
Reﬂections: “Steve Smith was sweet. I know about world
history, not just American, like every other student here.”
Emily Hildreth is currently attending UC San Diego in San
Diego, CA pursuing a degree in international studies-political
science. She is a UC San Diego track and ﬁeld member.
Travels: Plans to study abroad in Buenos Aires, Argentina
this summer.
Samuel Linton is currently in Jesterburg, Germany on a
congress-bundestag exchange. He will return in June and
plans to attend the University of Delaware, Honors Program
in the fall.
Ryan McShane is currently attending Brown University in
Providence, RI pursuing a degree in economics.
Scott Rauch is currently attending the University of Oregon
in Eugene, OR pursuing a degree in accounting. He will be
doing an internship at the Moss, Adams Accounting Firm
and has a SCORE scholarship.
Reﬂections: “IHS was a decision I’m glad I made. I would
not be the person I am today without IHS.”
Meredith Schwieger is currently attending Ithaca College
in Ithaca, NY pursuing a BA degree in drama and a minor
in history. She has been involved with eight productions
performing, working on the sets, and stage managing. This
year she will be attending the O’Niell National Theatre Institute. She is also a student assistant in the Ithaca Theatre
Department Ofﬁce.
Travels: Traveling to Russia this spring. Will study abroad
next semester in London while visiting other neighboring
countries.
Reﬂections: “The group of students I went through my IHS
experience with were some of the brightest and most interesting people I have known. No doubt they are all experiencing
great success! I loved my TOK class; it is still the best class
I have ever taken. Special thanks to Mrs. Soczek.”
CLASS OF 2005
Sam Best is currently attending the University of Oregon
in Eugene, OR.
Zoë Campbell is currently attending Macalester College in
St. Paul, MN pursuing a degree in biology.

ALUMNI NOTES
Lara Colvin is currently attending Scripps College in
Claremont, CA pursuing a degree in international relations.
She also works as an Ofﬁce Assistant in the Dean of Faculty
Ofﬁce and received the Dean’s List Award.
Reﬂections: “I cherish the friendship I’ve made from years
of class bonding in IHS.”
Susan Garver has attended Brigham Young University and
Lane Community College.
Reﬂections: “My whole high school experience radiates from
our IHS hall where we ate, had class, and hung out. It was
kind of nice that for four years, our group of friends stayed
together in those classrooms.”
Scott Hickey is currently attending Santa Clara University
in Santa Clara, CA. He works as a City of Eugene lifeguard
at Amazon Pool in the summer.
Travels: Traveled to Salamanca, Madrid, Barcelona, and
Mexico.
Reﬂections: “I received credit at college for the English and
history IB exams.”
Ingara James is currently attending the University of Oregon
in Eugene, OR pursuing a degree in human biology (premedicine). She hopes to be doing an internship with Keizer
Permanente in Portland, OR next summer.
Travels: Traveled to Canada.
Reﬂections: “The IHS curriculum gave me strong writing
skills that I have also used in college. Also, a good wellrounded world education that other students didn’t receive
in high school.”
Sarah Johnson is currently attending the University of Puget
Sound in Tacoma, WA pursuing a degree in biology.
Reﬂections: “IHS was the best educational experience I
could have had.”
Rebecca Marcus is currently attending the University of
Oregon in Eugene, OR. She received a Presidential Scholarship.
Travels: Traveled in Europe.
Reﬂections: “I was an IB certiﬁcate candidate and two tests
got me 32 college credits which covered the majority of my
general education requirements. I really enjoyed the Eurasian
conference and my senior project.”
Matthew McGlade is currently attending Pomona College
in Claremont, CA.
Travels: Translator in El Salvador in 2004.
Devin McManus is currently attending Dartmouth College
in Hanover, NH.
Travels: IHS trip to Thailand.
Reﬂections: “Lots of great classes; very similar to the college experience. I got the IB diploma, but didn’t get any
credits from it.”
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Haley Meshnik is currently attending the University of
Oregon in Eugene, OR.
Fondest Memory: “When Samantha Stanley and I brought
in Mexican puppets on strings and acted out a scene from a
book. While we did this we were reading the script so we
weren’t paying attention to the puppets’ movements. They
were quite funny to watch.”
Ashley Nored is currently attending Oregon State University
in Corvallis, OR pursuing a degree in business.
Sarah Pritchard is currently attending Mount Holyoke
College in South Hadley, MA.
Travels: Plans to study abroad in Senegal.
Reﬂections: “Thanks to Mr. Holm, I am currently putting
my economics knowledge to good use in Mt. Holyoke’s
Socially Responsible Investment Group. I will never forget
the time I spent at Eugene IHS sounding my barbaric yamp
over the rooftop of Churchill High School, using the word
‘epistemology’ in everyday conversation, and proudly declaring ‘I can’t read!’ in history class. My experience being an
IB candidate prepared me well for my college courses (especially ﬁnals week) and also gave me some college credit.
Thank you IHS!”
Derek Ruiz is currently attending Oregon State University
in Corvallis, OR pursuing a degree in business and graphic
design. He also works as an automotive maintenance/detailer
and freelance graphic artist.
Kellie Scoﬁeld is currently attending Oregon State University Cascades in Bend, OR pursuing a degree in natural
resources.
Reﬂections: “IHS was overall a great experience. Doing the
IB was great because it really prepared me for college, and
gave me a year’s worth of credit. A lot of what was taught
in IHS I can draw on for other classes. Long live the Cane
Toad movie!”
Brent Snellgrove is currently attending the University of
Hawaii at Mānoa in Oahu, Hawaii pursuing a degree in
marine biology.
Travels: Traveled to France and Spain.
Reﬂections: “IHS was a great place for me. I met my best
friends there and I got to make people laugh. In IHS I learned
to avoid ignorance and be proud of my accomplishments.
Viva IHS!”
Seli Thomas is currently attending Bethany World Prayer
Center in Baton Rouge, LA pursuing an internship in music
and worship.
Travels: Planning a mission trip to Oaxaca, Mexico.
Reﬂections: “I was an IB candidate. It taught me the importance and value of hard work.”
Jennifer Wassom is currently attending the University of
Portland in Portland, OR. She is playing basketball on a
basketball scholarship.

CONTACT US
If you have questions about the IHS program, here are some names and numbers to contact:
IHS Program Head Teacher:

Marilyn Curtis 687-3115 or 687-3171

International Baccalaureate:

Melodee Soczek 687-3607
General information:

Sue Martichuski, Secretary
South Eugene High School
400 E. 19th Ave.
Eugene, OR 97401
(541) 687-3115

Ingrid Quirke, Secretary
North Eugene High School
200 Silver Lane
Eugene, OR 97404
(541) 687-4511

Peggy Farris, Secretary
Sheldon High School
2455 Willakenzie Rd.
Eugene, OR 97401
(541) 687-3171

Lynne Given, Secretary
Churchill High School
1850 Bailey Hill Rd.
Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 687-3438

http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs

EUGENE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 4J
EUGENE INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
200 NORTH MONROE STREET
EUGENE OR 97402-4295
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