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A Call to Action

By Courtney Leaonard, Head Teacher

around the globe. From rigorous academics, to speciﬁc
service requirements, to the relationships teachers and
students create, Eugene IHS students actively pursue how
they might learn to live in, and give service to, a changing
world.

In January, the world witnessed an event of monumental
signiﬁcance in the inauguration of Barack Obama as U.S.
president.

In his speech, Obama continued:

As a teacher of international studies, I took the words of
Obama, a man with roots in many different global communities, to heart:

“… What is required of us now is a new
era of responsibility—a recognition, on
the part of every American, that we have
duties to ourselves, our nation and the
world, duties that we do not grudgingly
accept but rather seize gladly, ﬁrm in
the knowledge that there is nothing so
satisfying to the spirit, so deﬁning of our
character than giving our all to a difﬁcult
task.”

“… And to those nations like ours that
enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no
longer afford indifference to the suffering
outside our borders, nor can we consume
the world’s resources without regard to
effect. For the world has changed, and we
must change with it…”
From our president, we take up the challenge. And, in
Eugene IHS, we are perfectly positioned to address world
issues that also have local implications, to learn, to grow, to
give of ourselves, and go beyond ourselves—these are the
most important tasks a global citizen will embrace. From
local incidents of racial bigotry and ignorance to the global
struggle for human rights and free speech, our students
begin to understand the signiﬁcance of their own actions for
a better and more peaceful world.

Our students are resilient, resourceful, and risk-taking,
and are the best bridges we have to communicate between
cultures and generations. They will take up the charge of a
new era in our global age.
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Indeed, as I write, groups of students will be leaving tomorrow
for spring break service trips to Guadeloupe and Mexico, to
build houses, and build cultural exchanges. Our 10th grade
students have just ﬁnished reading Three Cups of Tea and
can better understand the challenges and opportunities one
man embraced to bring cultures together. Our seniors have
just begun a unit on the Cold War, the formative years for
the world we see and seek to understand in the 21st century.
As an IB program, we are in the initial planning stages of
a student conference, set for August 2010, that will bring
to the Oregon State University campus 700 students from
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ISSA NEWS
On January 17-19th, 2009, Eugene IHS teacher Jesse
Scott had the opportunity to attend the eighth annual International Studies School Association (ISSA) conference
in Tampa, Florida. Jesse Scott represented Eugene IHS
at the conference, attending workshops, networking and
connecting with other internationally focused educators,
schools, and organizations, and generally sharing aspects
of our engaging international curriculum with other attendees. In addition, Jesse had the opportunity to present
a model for sister schools developed through his work as
a board member with the Harambee Centre, a nonproﬁt
connecting the Peoples of Africa to the Paciﬁc Northwest
and operating out of Portland.

and a great deal more. Jesse also listened to keynote speaker
Carol Bellamy, President & CEO of World Learning and former
Executive Director of UNICEF and Peace Corps.
Upon returning, Jesse then shared what he had learned with the
rest of the Eugene IHS staff, helping us to consider and apply
these fresh new ideas as we look at planning for the future.
The conference was an excellent opportunity, not only for us to
grow and learn as educators, but also for us to show the world
what amazing work is already being accomplished here in
Eugene IHS. It is an exciting time to be a part of such a strong
participant in the ﬁeld of international education.

At the three-day conference, the theme of which was
“Global Sustainable Development—Infusing the Issues
into the K-12 Classroom” he was able to attend a wide
variety of workshops and seminars, including such interesting topics as The Research Journalism Initiative: Building Global Perspectives in the Middle East and Hearing
Multiple Voices: Teaching the Debate on Issues in Global
Development, the use of videoconferencing tools through
“Taking IT Global” to connect with students in the West
Bank, using “Google Earth” in the classroom, social networking for global understanding, making local partners
with organizations to extend students’ global knowledge,

What is the ISSA?
ISSA is a national network of K-12 schools dedicated to improving students’ understanding of the world. The program
is based at the Center for Teaching International Relations
at the University of Denver’s Graduate School of International Studies. Our relationship with ISSA is crucial to our
continuing development as an international school, as the
organization is one of only a few that provides schools with
support and resources in the best practices of international
education.

TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED!

Eugene IHS is proud to announce travel scholarships
for students based on ﬁnancial need and academic
merit. Emily Quindlen is the ﬁrst ever recipient of
the Eugene IHS Travel Scholarship. Emily is a senior at Churchill, and in her application wrote: “All
my life I’ve dreamt of traveling. Unfortunately, daydreams have been my only source of transportation.”
Happily and deservedly, Emily will receive $3,200
towards her trip to Nepal and Bhutan this summer
with Deon Saraceno. One life...changed. Our thanks
go to Brian O’Kelley, Sara at The Oregon Community Foundation, the vision of the staff, and to one
remarkable young woman.

Izac, Didin, and Naili, visiting teachers from
Indonesia who were here in the fall.

Some Eugene IHS Staff With Our Indonesian Guests
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IB NEWS
All full-diploma, certiﬁcate, and anticipatory candidates
who will be IB testing this year have been hard at work
completing Internal Assessments. Students have been
juggling taped orals in world language, papers in history,
papers and orals in literature, and labs and the group project
in science. Shortly after the last of this work gets mailed
off around the world, it will be time for review sessions,
and before we know it May madness will be upon us…

while not required, some teachers hold review sessions to help
students prepare. The exams run May 4 through May 21.

During May we will need 43 parent volunteers to help with
exams! The exams vary from one to three and one-half hours
in length. Helping with an exam is a wonderful way to get a
sense of what your student is experiencing. If you are interested
in helping on any of the dates listed below, please contact the
Eugene IHS secretary at your student’s campus. (Churchill,
April is an important month for seniors and juniors preparing Lynne Given–687-3438; Sheldon, Peggy Farris–687-3171;
for the International Baccalaureate examinations in May. South, Sue Martichuski or Mindy Schifberg–687-3115).
In April, students will receive detailed information about
test protocol, test locations, and speciﬁc test times. Also,
Save the Date:

IB CELEBRATION
Thursday, May 21, 2009
7:00 PM
Ed Center Auditorium
located at 200 N. Monroe

IB Exam Schedule
(For more information, contact the Eugene IHS South
ofﬁce, 687-3115, or Marilyn Curtis 687-3607)
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

5/4
5/5
5/6

Thursday

5/7

Friday

5/8

Monday

5/11

Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday

5/12
5/14
5/15
5/18

Tuesday
Thursday

5/19
5/21

English 1
History 1
History 2
Biology 1
Biology 2
Mathematics 1
Math Studies 1
Mathematics 2
Math Studies 2
English 2
Economics 1
Economics 2
Japanese
German
Spanish
Chemistry 1
Chemistry 2
French

AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
PM
AM
AM
AM
PM
AM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
AM

The tests will be over so let’s celebrate!
Donate to the Eugene IHS Travel Trunk!
We have started
a “Travel Trunk”
for Eugene IHS
student travelers
in need of assistance. Our goal
is to collect donations of travel
items that students may check
out for use during
our Eugene IHS
trips. If you have any items you would
like to donate including, but not limited
to: backpacks, money belts, lightweight
active clothing, hiking boots, etc., please
drop them off in one of our Eugene IHS
ofﬁces or contact Deon Saraceno at
saraceno_d@4j.lane.edu. Thanks for supporting our young world travelers.

(The numbers 1 and 2 after the IB test name refer to the
“paper” or the part of the test. For example, History 1
means the 1st part of the IB History test. Please note that
most IB tests have at least 2 parts, with the exception of
World Language).
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JUNIOR YEAR/
THE SENIOR PROJECT
Second Semester Junior Year
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Second semester has begun; Eugene IHS juniors begin the ﬁrst
leg of an extensive research essay which will culminate in a
4,000 word project. This achievement will be turned in with
joyous celebration in November of their senior year. Students
begin by choosing a subject area of interest eventually narrowing down to a speciﬁc topic. They also ﬁnd a technical advisor
from the community for assistance in crafting a research question and embarking on the research process; extensive exploration is necessary to generate a varied and scholarly essay.
Year after year, former Eugene IHS students return to tell
us how valuable the process has been in preparing them for
college essay writing. Aside from college preparation, our
hope is that students also gain conﬁdence and practical skills
as they conceive and execute this long-term project. It’s an
impressive process and is worthy of our praise!

Mickey Mouse’s Empire: The Marketing
Strategies of Disney and Their Eﬀects on
Young American Consumers
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Sports Psychology: The Weight That
Negative Reinforcement Places on the
Development of Athletes
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History and Literature classes continue to focus on Industrialization, Immigration, Westward Expansion, the Great
Depression, the Roaring Twenties and Latin America,
while in Economics students deal with International Trade,
Development Economics and turning in their ﬁnal Current
Events Papers.
Outside the classroom, keep your eyes open for the date of
our annual Gatsby Ball, held around the ﬁrst of June. Students
and teachers attend the ball in 20’s costume, learn to dance
the Charleston, and compete in a contest for the best dressed
character from the novel, The Great Gatsby.
Praise goes out to our Juniors for all of their hard work as we
head toward the end of this difﬁcult but enriching year!

The Senior Project: An Achievement

This year, approximately 275 seniors completed papers
on topics ranging from architecture to athletics, Stalingrad
to Steinbeck. Along with feedback from their teacher
through the rough draft and ﬁnal, the papers were also
assessed by a technical advisor for the opportunity to
receive detailed appraisal from an expert in the ﬁeld.
This is a huge job for everyone involved, and one we
know is worth all the effort involved.

In November, Churchill seniors celebrated turning
in their senior papers with a pinãta party.

Technical Advisors Needed!

Do you have an expertise in one or several areas of
study? Do you want to understand the senior paper
process better? Are you willing to spend time mentoring a high school student? Then, consider becoming
a technical advisor!

So hats off to Eugene IHS seniors for tackling the senior
project! Once again, you have made us proud.

Currently, technical advisors are needed in many
different subject areas, across all campuses. Please
call your Eugene IHS campus today and lend your
support to a Eugene IHS junior who is just beginning
the research process!
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EURASIAN
CONFERENCE
You are invited!
Join us at this year’s Eurasian Conference!
The Eurasian Conference provides a unique opportunity
for International High School sophomore students from
all four local high
school campuses to
come together and
share their accumulated knowledge in a
day-long, large-scale
simulation designed to
further their communication, negotiation,
and group process
skills. Students have
been given the opportunity to learn about current international issues, geopolitical
strategies, media literacy, and global history through the
gathering, analysis, and synthesis of data from sources such
as the University of Oregon’s
Knight Library, the United
States Library of Congress,
international newspapers and
periodicals, the Internet, guest
speakers, and their respective
host school libraries. Now they
are ready to put that knowledge
into action!

is our web page where
students manage their assignments, research, and
blogs in preparing for
this special day. Visit our
site, browse, and become
familiar with the many
issues that will engage
your students on this
special day. And don’t
forget to come by and
see just how wonderful
your kids are!
The conference web page is located at:
http://staff.4j.lane.edu/%7Ewiebe/ihs/eurasian/eurasian.htm
Lastly, special thanks to the Eugene Education Fund. The
contributions of many folks in our community support education through this agency. It is only with the support of the EEF
that we are able to provide this opportunity for all of our IHS
sophomores. Thank you all!
Josh Hamill, Wade Powell, Jesse Scott, and Craig Wiebe,
10th Grade Global History

Many of our students note this
event as a highlight of their time
in IHS. This year’s conference
is on May 15 from 8:30 to 3:30
at the Wheeler Pavilion. Parents of our students will be
impressed at the energy, engagement, and knowledge that
our students bring to this wonderful event. Of note this year

2009 Eurasian Conference Funded!
Wade Powell’s proposal “2009 Eurasian Conference” was awarded $1,850 on Nov. 1 by the EEF board of
directors. Gifts to the Eugene Education Fund made possible 124 grants so far this year, and more may be
sponsored by year end. Details are at: www.eef.lane.edu.
Grant support is in addition to donor-earmarked gifts parents and neighbors make through EEF. This steady
support means our kids get wider opportunities and more individual attention. Some of our dreams remain
unfulﬁlled. If you have not already made a gift this year, would you consider doing so now?
Make your check payable to “Eugene IHS/EEF” and mail it to: EEF, P.O. Box 1015, Eugene OR, 97440 or
bring it to our ofﬁce. You can also contribute by credit card or monthly bank transfers. For more information
call David Meredith at (541)343-6877.
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AFRICA
CELEBRATION
9th Grade Africa Celebration 2009

On Friday, January 23rd, Eugene International High School
joined forces with North Eugene IHS to host the ﬁfth annual Africa Celebration. Nearly 450 freshmen combined,
from all four campuses (Churchill, North, Sheldon, and
South), gathered for a day of festivities in culmination of
their study of Africa in IHS classes.
In the weeks leading up to the event, students had been learning about art from Africa in Cultural Aesthetics art classes,
they had embarked
on the infamous
Africa map in geography, and started
reading the Kenyan
novel The River Between, by Ngugi wa
Thiong’o, in literature. Projects class,
however, provided
the main preparation for the event. Each student was assigned one African
state. Then, guided by ﬁve of the seven United Nations Millenium Development Goals, students conducted research,
and drafted an informative, expository essay answering a
question they developed about one of the goals.
On the day of the celebration, students, teachers, and
volunteers transformed the Wheeler Pavilion at the Lane
County Fairgrounds into the general assembly
of the African Union. Students worked in
groups according to the African state they
had studied and acted as representatives of
this nation. Assigned one Millenium Development Goal for their country and given “$3
million,” each group created a presentation
on how they would address this goal in their
country. They pitched their plan to a committee of teachers and community members
for approval, competing to be named “Top
Presenter.”
Presentations were evaluated on the feasibility of implementing their plan, students’ ability to take the point of view
and imagine the concerns of someone from their country
and their ability to speak clearly and persuasively. In the
end, the grand prize was awarded to students representing
Senegal. Their presentation clearly articulated practical
solutions. Anne Williams, international studies adjunct
professor at the University of Oregon and board member of
the organization Tostan, who presented the award, complimented these students on their ability to step into the shoes
of representatives of their country. Congratulations!
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Other highlights of the conference included the booths and
afternoon program. Throughout the conference, students
explored a variety of informative booths staffed by volunteers
from the Eugene community. Activists, volunteers, teachers,
and university students brought their pictures, stories, and music
to share. Travelers and Peace Corps members who had visited
Cameroon, Lesotho, Kenya, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe shared
their journeys. Halle Shirk, sophomore student in Eugene IHS
South, who had given a speech in the morning about how the
Africa Celebration impacted her life, shared about her organization, project Our Turn, which is raising
money and supplies for a school in
Uganda, and showed students what
they could do to make a difference
advocating for child soldiers with
the Red Hand Project. Other booths
focused on the intricacies of fashions
and games from Africa. The cooking
class at North Eugene High School
brought foods from different cultures
in Africa and samples to share. Thanks
to the help of parents and members of organizations associated
with Africa here in Eugene, students were able to take in a vast
array of information and explore Africa in a way that goes far
beyond the classroom setting.
The afternoon program included Anne Williams taking the stage
to share stories about both world-renown and everyday heroes
from Africa who have inspired her.
The day concluded with an
enthusiastic
performance by
Zimbabwe’s ﬁrst
female theatrical
producer, Loveness Wesa. Wesa,
a dancer, choreographer, actress,
singer, and producer moved to
Portland, Oregon in 2002. She regaled the students with stories
of her childhood as she explained the signiﬁcance of each
dance. Joined by her daughter and two high school students
from Portland, the group clearly communicated a love of dance
from Africa and enthusiastically involved students in the lively
performance.
In all, this exciting, educational, interactive event showcased the dedicated work of students and our community.
Thanks to everyone who helped out and the students for
bringing their knowledge, positivity, and dance moves to the
joyous occasion!

STUDENT CORNER
Random Acts of Kindness Club

by Kelsey Hertel, Senior Sheldon High School
When I came up with the idea of starting the Random Acts
of Kindness Club, my peers were extremely wary. I threw a
small publicity campaign together to advertise my new club,
but only one person came to the ﬁrst meeting. I had previously gone on several mission trips where I experienced the
true joy of giving. I wanted so badly to bring that joy to our
American culture as well as give high school students the
opportunity to make a difference in the community.
As I continued to campaign, the second meeting drew 37
students and by the third meeting, there were 71 members. To
my surprise, the public was wary of us as well. While asking
if we could rake people’s yards for free, one lady called the
cops on us. We were also kicked out of the mall for handing out encouraging cards to shoppers on Black Friday. By
confused reactions, it was obvious that the public couldn’t
understand why high school students were going out of their
way to do something nice for nothing in return. But we weren’t
deterred. We persevered through the harsh negativity that we
were receiving from the public.
As we began blessing others and inspiring them with kindness, we soon became recognized all over the community.
In December, Bob Welch wrote about us in his Register
Guard column. The article was picked up by larger cities
and published in newspapers all over America. Fox National
News picked up our story and I was interviewed on Fox

and Friends Morning Show in late December. The Random
Acts of Kindness Club has received dozens of letters and
e-mails from strangers who have been inspired by our acts
of kindness.
Along with our random acts of kindness, we pass on little
cards that say, “You have just received a Random Act of
Kindness. If you enjoyed receiving this kind act, please pass
it on along with this card.” Together we can change the world
one person at a time. We really encourage people to pass on
the kindness and promote the idea that if everyone went out
of their way to be kind to each other, we could change the
world. We have given away over 500 cups of hot chocolate,
hundreds of free Candy Canes while Christmas Caroling, and
over 2,000 free hugs. We bought bunk beds for a previously
homeless family, handed out encouraging cards with mints
attached, made Valentines with Senior Citizens, raked leaves,
spoke at middle schools, paid for people’s drive-through
meals, helped an elderly lady decorate for Christmas, left
Euphoria Chocolate on people’s porches, gave out $10 Starbucks cards, left bouquets of ﬂowers on the windshield of
cars, paid for someone’s groceries, left encouraging notes on
people’s cars, and wrote Christmas cards to teachers, senior
citizens, police men, ﬁreﬁghters, and the homeless.
The energized group of young men and women at Sheldon
High School will continue to do Random Acts of Kindness
every week as long as we can. Some people have told us,
“You’re too young to make a difference.” But we know that
simply by being kind, we have the power to change the world,
one person at a time.

Sophomores at Churchill in Rebecca Hammons’
literature class acting out Othello
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STUDENT CORNER
Halle Shirke and
Project Our Turn

Shakespeare presentations by
sophomores at South in Rebecca
Hammons’ literature class.

Halle Shirk, a Eugene IHS sophomore at South Eugene, started an
organization to raise money to help
with schooling needs for former
child soldiers. She became passionate about this subject when she drew
“Uganda” out of a hat in her 9th
grade geography class. The stories
she learned in researching the issue
were chilling. This year during the
Art Beneﬁt Sale she set up a table
and slide show for her organization
and sold cider and treats. Because of our endowment fund,
Eugene IHS was able to contribute $500 to Halle’s cause
and her trip to Africa this summer. Her work is completely
self-directed and she is a highly motivated young woman.
Great job Halle!

Annual Art Beneﬁt Sale a Success!!

On Thursday, December 11, 2008 Eugene IHS held the
annual Art Beneﬁt Sale in the South Eugene High School
cafeteria. This year the money went to aid in worldwide
efforts to end the use of children as soldiers. Approximately
$350 was raised for Amnesty International. It’s great
to see the pride on students’ faces who have contributed
artwork when they see that someone has actually paid
money for it. Thanks to all of the students, staff, parents,
families and friends who were part of this event.
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STUDENT CORNER
MEETING OF GREAT MINDS
Sophomores at Churchill and Sheldon joined together for their “Meeting of Great Minds”
in January. Students dressed up as the “great mind” they researched and discussed topics with other great minds and then performed skits while keeping in character.

PENNY WAR FUNDS GO TO KIVA FOUNDATION

The Penny War is an annual fundraising competition among grade levels at each campus.
This year Eugene IHS students raised $372.42 from the Penny War for the Kiva Foundation. Eugene IHS Student Government is committed to making a difference in the world
and has chosen to support the Kiva Foundation which hosts micro-loans to people around
the world. Please visit the Kiva site at www.kiva.org to see how we will use our resources in
this wonderful world. Please volunteer to match our funds and help us make a difference.
Contact our president Allison Kratka, or our advisor Wade Powell (powell_w@4j.lane.
edu) if you have questions. We are all in this together.
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STUDENT CORNER
My Study Abroad Experience

By Evan Arkin, Senior South Eugene on an
International Exchange in Argentina
While hastily boarding a still-moving trolley in Còrdoba,
Argentina, I mentally prepared myself to give a presentation to my classmates about life in the United States of
America. Clinging for all I was worth onto the inside
railing I watched the scenes of a new country ﬂash by
between the shoulders of the people crowded next to me.
All of the amazing differences gave me food for thought
in preparation for the upcoming speech. I noted the stray
dogs in the streets, the horse drawn carts, lack of water in
the Canals (it hadn´t rained in 6 months), and the amount
of trash thrown on the sidewalks. In contrast, I revelled
at the smell of the amazing local bakeries here, that I was
conversing with a friendly stranger like I had known him
for years, and the sense of tranquility amidst the people of
this large city. No one was in a hurry, or watching a clock,
or even frowning. As the wall to wall buildings zoomed by
me, I smiled to myself that I hadn´t seen a Starbucks yet
(and haven´t to this day). I saw small family owned internet
cafés with inviting displays of fresh baked pastries and low
prices. All of these visual and mental stimulations fueled
my desire to impart what I know about my own culture to
my new classmates.
That day was my second day of high school here in Argentina as an international exchange student, and for our
English class, I was asked to give a speech and answer
questions in both Spanish and English about my life back
home. For one hour, I told my class about my life in the
U.S., why I decided to spend my senior year of high school
in a foreign country, and that indeed it is fairly common
for teenagers to own their own cars. To them, I am a
heavily accented spectacle of strange and unknown facts
and adventures. To me, they are my new life, new friends,
and new culture. After an hour of switching my thinking
between Spanish and English, I was mentally exhausted,
but happy. I had done a part of what I came here to do:
share my culture with the people of Argentina and represent my country as a responsive and friendly ambassador,
learn more about diversity, and share other people`s ways
of life and languages. I am a Rotary Exchange Student
to Argentina for my senior year, and I am in love with the
lilting and melodic accent of Spanish in this city, the smell
of a freshly baked batch of meat empanadas, and the sense
of adventure I am getting from taking a swan dive into a
new and fascinating culture.
That same day I was detained by a mob of adolescent
Argentinians full of questions at my school and got home

a little late. At ﬁrst I was confused. Why wasn´t anyone in
the streets? Why are all the stores closed at 2 o’clock in the
afternoon? Where are the members of my host family? While
pondering this, the soft sound of snoring reached my ears, coming from my host brother’s room. I peeked in, only to wake
him up by accident. After a carefully worded question about
why he was asleep in the middle of the day, he explained to me
the idea of the `siesta.` Before the industrial age in Argentina,
most of the people worked the ﬁelds. Due to the extreme heat
in the middle of the day, the farmers would sleep during these
hours, and continue to work later in the night. It is tradition in
Argentina to sleep in the afternoon. All the businesses close,
and everyone returns to their house to catch a few Z`s. But
when the sun goes down, Argentina becomes a different place.
Old and young alike, the people come alive with social energy,
eating dinner together at 11:00 p.m., grouping with friends in
houses or going out for a night on the town. This drastic change
in the pace of day-to-day life here took some time to get used
to, but now I look forward to the late night social excursions
and the feeling that there always might be another adventure
just around the corner, no matter what the time.
After learning about the history of the siesta and how it inﬂuences the social fabric of Argentina, I mentally patted myself on
the back. I now understand one more thing I wouldn´t have
known if I had stayed home in the States for my senior year.
To me, having these diverse experiences and learning hands-on
about another culture is more valuable than accumulating more
impressive AP and IB classes. Personally, I enjoy the challenging academic courses my high school in Oregon has to offer,
but those classes don´t let me express and explore who I am as
much as a delightfully interactive, adventurous and sometimes
challenging new culture. This is what I value.
Later that night, I went to my ﬁrst Rugby practice, also my
ﬁrst experience with this sport. Before that, I couldn´t have
ever imagined myself lifting another man in the air by his butt
to catch a rugby ball, or wearing shorts so short that I felt like
I had taken a time machine to the seventies. I had never been
thrown onto the ground by a boy built like a bull running at me
full speed, or formed a `scrum‘– a huddle-like thing in which
everyone grabs onto you by whatever body part is available – and
pushed as hard as I could doubled-over with my knees smashed
to my chest, only to move a few feet. But now I have fantastic
stories to tell my children, just like my dad, an exchange student
to Thailand, told me. I have done things and will do things that
will hopefully intrigue and excite the people I meet in life and
make them want to see more of the world as well.
This new exploration is giving me incredible insight into culture
as a distinct social mechanism that is unique to different places
and people. Not only am I experiencing all these things, but I am
10

(Continued on Page 11)

STUDENT CORNER
My Study Abroad Experience
By Evan Arkin, Senior South Eugene on an
International Exchange in Argentina

INAUGURATION DAY 2009

(Continued from Page 10)

On January 20, 2009 Eugene IHS students at Churchill
gathered in the hallway and simulated their own
Washington Mall to view the inauguration of Barack
Obama. The original plan was to view this event in
each classroom, but due to the fact that everyone else
had the same plan, the internet was jammed. With the
quick thinking of the teachers and Steve Smith’s digital
cable box, the internet was outwitted and students were
able to watch the event on an old-fashioned TV.

learning more about my own culture in the States by seeing
it through other people`s eyes, and having to explain it to
someone who has never experienced it. By representing
my country abroad, I am understanding more about what it
means to be an American. I newly appreciate the luxuries
we have in our country: the easy access to clean water and
air, to free sports facilities and nice public parks. I also
recognize some social differences I hadn´t thought about
before. In Argentina, there isn`t such a sense of material
ownership. Someone might pay for an entire meal or large
drink, but share it with up to 10 people and only take a small
part for him or herself. Just two days ago a friend of mine
waited an hour at a bus stop with me just to because it was
the friendly thing to do, even though he had somewhere else
to be. In the United States, these kind of interactions are
less common. I wouldn’t rate one culture or another better
or worse, but knowing and experiencing these differences
has already taught me more in one month about my own
life and the life of others than I would have learned in my
school’s international high school curriculum.
Many people have asked me why I chose to spend my
senior year of high school abroad. “Aren´t you going to
miss graduation?” “This is your last year with your friends
from high school!” Yes, I will miss senior graduation.
True, I probably won´t see most of my friends from back
home again. To me, that is a small price to pay to have an
experience of a lifetime, to be more diverse and atuned to
international topics. In the words of Eminem, “I´m not
your everyday on the block.” I have the willpower and
desire to break from what is easy or normal and strike out
on an adventure and not fear the unknown. I believe that
having an intimate, hands-on knowledge of how at least one
other culture works is a wonderful beginning to studying
international relations or social sciences in college. People
aren`t just statistics, or a news item on NPR, or part of an
obscure political party in a far away place. Knowing this,
I feel I can better attempt to improve the world.

Persepolis I: A New Novel
for Sophomores

Did you know that this year’s Eugene IHS sophomores will be reading our school’s ﬁrst graphic
novel? Marjane Satrapi’s widely acclaimed Persepolis I is a memoir of growing up in Iran after the
Islamic Revolution,with the story told in a powerful
combination of words and illustrations. International
Baccalaureate has sanctioned the use of graphic
novels in IB schools, and we are eager to use a text
that so vividly allows our students to peek under a
corner of the Islamic veil.

CALLING ALL EUGENE IHS ALUMNI
We would like to reach as many Eugene IHS graduates as possible. You can go to our
website at: http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs and view a copy of our latest alumni newsletter.
If you would like to be included in the next annual Eugene IHS Alumni Newsletter ﬁll out an
alumni questionnaire and send it in to us. You can ﬁnd all alumni information on our website.
We look forward to reconnecting with you.
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Thank you

PARENT CORNER

We would like to extend a big THANK YOU to all of our wonderful parent volunteers as well as everyone
else who is dedicated to making Eugene IHS such an exceptional educational experience.
Barbara Altmann
Kathy Austin
Kathy Barnes
Linda Bovard
Tami Brown
Jill Burgdorfer
Maureen Cole
Kris Correa
Karen Creighton
Amanda Deedon
Molly Elder*
Sheri Elliott
Debbie Engel
Lynne Fabricant
Diane Foley*
Linda Fowler
Jane Fruin
Kristina Ganter

Gail Geiger
Amy Gibson
Adriana Giustina
Sheila Guilder
Cindy Hale*
Mari Hammon
Kathy Herrmann
Roland Hoskins
Maggie Keenan
Jodi Kirtner
Rebecca Kovach
Janet Lambert
Kim Larsen
Allison Lengele
Suzy Leonard
Dennis Lewandowski
Anna Lowden
Valerie Maher*

Sandy Maloney
Joy Marshall
Anne Mattson
Holly Miller
Rene Minz*
Pam Morgan
Larry Nissen
Lydia Norton*
Jessie Oliver
Linnet O’Hanlon
Dana O’Mary
Cindy Parker*
Melinda Petersen
Julia Pommert*
Kym Ramsing
Elizabeth Reis
Emily Rice
Wendy Russo

LeeAnn Sheehan
Pam Sheridan
Anne Simons
Lee Soreng
Deb Stock
Lisa Strauch*
Sue Subbot
Chuck Tilby
Cindy Tittelﬁtz
Ann Treffry
Janis Weeks
Cindy Weinhold
Anita Weiss
Jane West
Gerrie Widdicombe*
Kathi Wiederhold
Connie Wonham
Cindy Wright

*These parent volunteers are also members of our Eugene IHS Parent Group. The Eugene IHS Parent Group meets
monthly and forms the heart of our parent involvement. The members provide a forum for Eugene IHS parent issues
and concerns, plan the agendas for the general parent meetings including the International Study Abroad Fair in the fall
and the Community Service Fair in the spring, and brainstorm creative ideas for fundraising. The Eugene IHS Parent
Group nominates parent candidates for the site council. When necessary, the group advocates with the school board or
the superintendent on issues that affect Eugene IHS. New parents are always welcome to join the Eugene IHS Parent
Group. Please see the Eugene IHS website for a list of meeting dates and times: http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs.

A SPECIAL NOTICE FOR ALL EUGENE IHS PARENTS…
Site Council elections fast approaching!
…We know you’re crazy busy, but…
… we have an easy and fun way for you to be involved in your student’s high school education!
The Eugene IHS Parent Group wants you to be a part of the dynamic and positive force that embodies the group.
We advise, ask questions, and give input on the myriad issues. It’s a low-pressure, low- risk commitment to
a friendly group that helps inform and connect parents and teachers, students and school.
And, another great way to be involved is to be elected to the Eugene IHS Site Council! Come to the April
Parent Group meeting if you’d like to be a part of this process—the Site Council parent representatives help
connect more parents to the work of the school. Elections for next year’s site council will be held at the May
parent group meeting, so don’t miss the April meeting to ﬁnd out more about this opportunity. Or, for more
information, please call Courtney Leonard at 687-3196 or e-mail her at leonard@4j.lane.edu.
The next Eugene IHS Parent Group meeting is on Tuesday, April 28 at 7:00 at the district ofﬁce, 200 N. Monroe.
The following meeting will be on Tuesday, May 26, also at the district ofﬁce at 7:00.
See you at the Eugene IHS Parent Group meeting!
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SWANSONG
The Eugene IHS Literary Magazine
Swansong 2009

MODEL UNITED NATIONS

The National Council of Teachers of English completed
its evaluation of student literary magazines through the
Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary
Magazines (PRESLM) in January, 2009. Swansong received the highest ranking of “Superior” from the Oregon
state coordinator. This is truly a great honor and a tribute
to the work of last year’s student editors! Congratulations
to Lily Evans (editor-in-chief), Sarah Fischer, Elayna
Zammarelli, Kenneth Bakke, Kendra Sierralupé, Thomas
Bennett-Stroud and Amy Mathews.
Submissions are now being evaluated by Swansong’s new
group of seniors: Caroline Bauer (editor-in-chief), Shane
Butler and Sarah Appelbaum (Churchill), Rachel Edson and
Aaron Matney (Sheldon) and Caroline Wang and Samuel
Brandt (South). This year’s editors are assisted by junior
shadows from each campus: Phoebe Sheldon-Young
(South), Rachel Grudzien (Sheldon) and Amy Poeschl
(Churchill).
Students had an exciting opportunity to learn from a
professional writer and musician at a Swansong writers’
workshop in January: a lyrics/songwriting workshop with
accomplished musician Dan Jones. On Friday, February
6, Swansong hosted an open-mic night at Tsunami Books.
Both gatherings proved fruitful for their attendees and texts
composed at each event will also appear in the magazine.
Local novelist, Cai Emmons, led a Fiction writing workshop on Friday, March 6. She worked with Eugene IHS
students on short stories for publication.

Eugene IHS will continue to add its voice to the debates
on global issues as students prepare for the 2009 Model
United Nations conference. As nearly 1,500 students
from around the state converge on Eugene in April, all
with the hope of solving many the world’s problems,
Eugene IHS students will be there representing Costa
Rica, Ukraine, Algeria, and Indonesia. Through speeches,
debates, bloc meetings, and secret diplomacy, students
get a hands on and exciting lesson in the complexities of
global affairs. We often hear back from former MUNers who have continued their MUN involvement while
in college, some even traveling to conferences around
the world. In the words of Eugene IHS alumnus Hunt
Alcott, “MUN is FUN.”

Eugene IHS would like to acknowledge
the following individuals for their generous
contributions to our school via the Eugene
Education Fund (EEF).
Dan Pufﬁnburger
C. Jourdan Arenson and Kwija Lee
Barbara Sklar
Susan Wanser
Lydia Norton
John Burns
Hao Ren
Michael Milstein
If you would like to give to Eugene IHS via
EEF, simply go to the website: www.eef.lane.
edu and click on “Give Now.” We are
grateful for all support we receive.

Once again, the magazine will be published at the beginning of June and distributed to all graduating seniors at the
Farewell Assembly in June. The second launch party will be
held in mid-June at Tsunami to celebrate its publication.

Eugene IHS staff e-mail addresses 2008-2009

To send an e-mail to any of the addresses below, add:
Martha Colon
Marilyn Curtis
Jennifer Diallo
Amy Duncan
Peggy Farris
Lynne Given
Joshua Hamill
Rebecca Hammons
Jocelyn Harley
Jim Holm

(colon)
(curtis_m)
(diallo_j)
(duncan_a)
(farris)
(given)
(hamill)
(hammons_r)
(harley_j)
(holm_j)

Jessica Land
(land_j)
Kendall Lawless
(lawless_k)
Gretchen Lieberman (lieberman_g)
Courtney Leonard (leonard)
Sue Martichuski
(martichuskis)
Pamela McCarty
(mccarty_p)
Joanne Mooreﬁeld (mooreﬁeld_j)
Jackie Owens
(owens_j)
Christine Pettingill (pettingill)
Wade Powell
(powell_w)
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@4j.lane.edu
Deon Saraceno
Jessica Schabtach
Mindy Schifberg
Jesse Scott
Steve Smith
Melodee Soczek
Carol Stephenson
Craig Wiebe
Kyle Yamada
Jenelle Youngblood

(saraceno_d)
(schabtach)
(schifberg_m)
(scott_je)
(smith_st)
(soczek )
(stephenson_c)
(wiebe)
(yamada)
(youngblood)

NOTES AND NOTICES
Reminders for Seniors
Eugene IHS Graduation Announcements to insert in the host school
graduation announcements will be available for purchase
in the Eugene IHS ofﬁces by the end of April (10 cents each).
Eugene IHS Graduation Ticket sales (Get tickets at Eugene IHS ofﬁces)
May 11—May 22: $3 per ticket, maximum of 6 tickets per senior
May 26—June 5: open ticket sales
Eugene IHS Awards Assembly
June 8, 10:15 am—12:15 pm, South Eugene High School, Auditorium
(The intended audience is the Eugene IHS student body)
Eugene IHS Graduation
June 8, 7:00 pm at the Hult Center, tickets required
**Please note: Eugene IHS ofﬁces will be closed on June 8, due to preparation
and set up for Assembly and Graduation. Make sure you purchase your
graduation tickets in advance, because tickets will not be sold at the door.

SAVE THE DATE...
Eugene IHS Community Service Fair

for next year's sophomores, juniors, seniors, and parents:
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, April 23, 2009
7:00 - 8:30 PM
Sheldon High School Cafeteria

Come visit over 20 local agencies as they share the opportunities they have
for students! The Eugene IHS Parent Group sponsors this special night
for parents and students from all schools in the district. Learn everything
about community service requirements for Eugene IHS, Immersion, and
IB, National Honor Society, and the 4J Honors Diploma.
Students may earn extra credit for attending!

EUGENE IHS CAR MAGNETS - $5.00
Show off your Eugene IHS pride with a car magnet. Our school logo
is printed right on it. Pick one up in a Eugene IHS ofﬁce today!
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NOTES AND NOTICES
AFS Study Abroad Scholarship

Eugene IHS
Student Film
Festival

The Eugene / Springﬁeld chapter of AFS Intercultural Exchange Program is offering a $2,000 study abroad or gap
year scholarship for two local students from the Eugene
4J, Springﬁeld, or Bethel school districts interested in a
2009-10 year-long AFS study abroad program.
Eligibility:
•

Have some level of existing foreign language
proﬁciency

•

Have a cumulative high school GPA of 2.8 or
higher

•

Be committed to the AFS ideals of expanding
international cooperation and peace

•

Be willing to serve as an exchange representative
of Eugene/Springﬁeld, Oregon, and the U.S.

The 7th Annual Eugene IHS Film Festival
will be held on April 17th at 7:00pm in the
Multicultural Room at Sheldon. Come see
the great ﬁlms the students have made. There
will be prizes for the winning ﬁlms. Admission fee: $3.
Deadline for ﬁlm
submissions is
April 3rd.

Applicants can contact Sheila Bong at 683-947 or submit
an initial AFS study abroad application listing Eugene/
Springﬁeld as designated chapter ($50 application fee).
To apply go to: http://www.usa.afs.org

Reach the World From Right Where
You Are…Become a Host Family!

Eugene IHS Student Directories are on sale now at your
Eugene IHS campus ofﬁce for
$3.00. This directory contains
student contact information
and is available for Eugene IHS
students, staff, and parents.

Discover the rewarding world of hosting students in
your own home this summer!
What:

Middle and High School Age Chinese Students
participating in the 8th bi-annual Music/English
Camp at the University of Oregon

When: July 6 to 15 (10 days)
July 16 to 25 (10 days)
July 25 to August 2 (9 days)

2008-2009 EUGENE IHS
T-SHIRTS

Note: Host family provides students with a place to sleep,
meals, transportation and hospitality. Students spend only
evenings and weekends at home. Families may choose to
host one or more camp sessions. A stipend will be offered
to cover expenses.

Short sleeve shirts—$10

Eugene IHS t-shirts are
on sale in the Eugene
IHS ofﬁces.

For more information, please see our website at:
www.teachmusic.us or feel free to Contact LuAnn at
luannlangford@teachmusic.us or call at 541.517.5915

This year's Eugene IHS t-shirt
was designed by Churchill
sophomore Emilie Ely.

We are Looking forward to having Your Family Join in
the Fun with Us!
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ATTENTION INCOMING 9TH GRADE STUDENTS:
DO YOU LIKE LEARNING ABOUT THE WORLD?
Eugene IHS is an award-winning alternative high school on the campuses of
Churchill, Sheldon and South Eugene. It is open for any student who wishes
to attend. If you have an interest in the world, love languages, and learning
in a close-knit, unique environment, consider Eugene IHS as your high school
choice. There’s still time to sign up for Eugene IHS! Even though you have
missed the lottery deadline, there may still be room at Eugene IHS in
grades 9-11. Please visit our website at http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs or
contact the Eugene IHS ofﬁce near you if interested.
Check out the Eugene IHS WEBSITE for information about Eugene IHS and current events
and announcements:

http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs

Other We b s i t e s

EUGENE IHS OFFICES:

http://www.4j.lane.edu (4J school information)
http://www.ibo.org (International Baccalaureate Organization)
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~humanctr/ (click on “Calendar” then
“Calendar of Events” for a list of activities at the U of O)
http://www.worldoregon.org (World Affairs Council of Oregon)

EUGENE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 4J
EUGENE INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
200 NORTH MONROE STREET
EUGENE OR 97402-4295

Eugene IHS @ Churchill
1850 Bailey Hill Road, Eugene, OR 97405 687-3438
Eugene IHS @ Sheldon
2455 Willakenzie Road, Eugene, OR 97401 687-3171
Eugene IHS @ South
400 East 19th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401 687-3115

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID
EUGENE OR 97401
PERMIT NO. 201
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*The Parr Room at the Ed Center is located at 200 N. Monroe.
New parents are always welcome to attend the Eugene IHS Parent Group Meetings.
Please consult your high school’s and the district’s calendars for other important events.
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*The Parr Room at the Ed Center is located at 200 N. Monroe.
New parents are always welcome to attend the Eugene IHS Parent Group Meetings.
Please consult your high school’s and the district’s calendars for other important events.

