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A Musical Journey

what magical realism is. 10th grade students have
refined their critical ability to make and understand
the connections between history, beliefs, and literary/artistic expression. And 9th grade students have
analyzed and interpreted hundreds of maps. It is
astonishing to see the maturity that has developed
- both within grade levels where 9th graders no
longer look fresh out of middle school, and across
grade levels where seniors are well prepared to
enter college.

By Steve Smith, Eugene IHS Head Teacher

If this year was a song playlist, it might have started
with David Bowie’s “Changes.” New schedules,
new requirements, and new expectations as students
moved to higher grade levels all required significant adjustments for students, staff, and parents.
Through all the changes, what became clear is both
the resilience of all and the steadfast commitment
people show toward Eugene International High
School and its educational mission. Being able to
preserve year-long classes and cohort groups has
contributed to our ability to preserve key elements
of our program and delivery.

The last song is not a finale, but a prelude to new
transitions and more exciting creations. We hope
the academic skills and intellectual inspiration
gained while at Eugene IHS will be the genus of
many more melodies to come.

Midway through the year our playlist song might
have been Bobby McFerrin’s “Don’t Worry Be
Happy.” Ninth grade students were receiving their
first set of high school grades, sophomores were
gearing up for the Eurasian Conference, many 11th
grade students were preparing for their first IB test
and all were fully entrenched in CAS and senior
paper research, and seniors were finishing and
revising senior papers while enduring the college
application process.
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By this time of the year we have transitioned to
Johnny Nash’s “I Can See Clearly Now” (the rain
is gone, gone are all obstacles in my way). Seniors
are nearing the end of their high school year, anticipating future options. Juniors can draw supply
and demand graphs in their sleep and actually know
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IB NEWS
All full-diploma, certificate, and anticipatory candidates
who will be IB testing this year have been hard at work
completing Internal Assessments. Students have been
juggling papers and taped orals in world language, papers
in history, math, economics, and literature, and labs and
the group project in science. Shortly after the last of this
work gets mailed off around the world, it will be time for
review sessions, and before we know it May madness will
be upon us…

PARENTS WE NEED YOUR HELP
WITH IB TESTING...
During May we will need 50 parent volunteers to help
with exams! The exams vary from one to three and
one-half hours in length. Helping with an exam is a
wonderful way to get a sense of what your student is
experiencing. If you are interested in helping on any of
the exam dates, please contact the Eugene IHS secretary
at your student’s campus. (Churchill, Lynne Given–
541-790-5225; Sheldon, Peggy Farris–541-790-6636;
South, Melanie Namkoong–541-790-8030).

April is an important month for seniors and juniors preparing for the International Baccalaureate examinations in
May. Students were recently mailed detailed information
about test protocol, test locations, and specific test times.
Also, while not required, some teachers hold review
sessions to help students prepare. The exams run May 5
through May 23.

GRANT RECEIVED FROM
WLS SPENCER FOUNDATION

IB Exam Schedule
(For more information, contact the
Eugene IHS Office @ South 541-790-8030
or Marilyn Curtis 541-953-3831)
Monday

5/5

Tuesday

5/6

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday

5/7
5/8
5/9
5/12
5/13

Wednesday

5/14

Thursday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

5/15
5/19
5/20
5/21
5/23

English 1
Economics 1
Economics 2
English 2
Physics 1
Physics 2
Biology 1
Biology 2
Japanese
Mathematics 1
Math Studies 1
Mathematics 2
Math Studies 2
History 1
History 2
Chemistry 1
Chemistry 2
French
Spanish

We are please to announce that we received a grant for
$2,500 from the WLS Spencer Foundation.
The WLS Spencer Foundation provides grants to organizations throughout the United States and helps fund programs
that are innovative and that motivate children to stay in
school, do well academically, and continue their education
beyond high school (college or other higher education).

AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
PM
AM
AM
PM
PM
AM
AM
PM
PM
PM
AM
AM
AM

Gwen Niles
Eugene IHS Learning Support Specialist
E-mail: niles_g@4j.lane.edu
Gwen Niles (formerly Lusk) is our Learning
Support Specialist. She is available on a
rotating schedule at each campus to assist
students with Eugene IHS assignments. Her
main priority is students who need additional
support with reading and writing strategies,
however she is available to all students as
needed. She can help with organizational
skills as well. If your student needs a little
extra help please contact her.

The numbers 1 and 2 after the IB test name refer
to the “paper” or the part of the test. For example,
History 1 means the 1st part of the IB History test. Please
note that most IB tests have at least 2 parts, with the
exception of World Language. Morning IB exams
begin at 8:30 and afternoon exams begin at 12:30.
Dates and times for IB exams may not be changed.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT
Eugene IHS Student Government

2013-2014 Student Government

The big event for Student Government this year is the
first ever “Celebrate IHS” (see flyer at the end of this
newsletter).

President: Rachel Geller

This event will take place on Monday, June 2, 2014 from
5:30-8:00pm at the Oakway Center in Eugene. Dine at any
of the Oakway restaurants during the event and proceeds
will be donated to Eugene International High School. There
will be entertainment on the plaza including the Eugene
IHS student Jazz Band and guest speakers. Alumni, former
teachers, staff, parents and students are all encouraged to
attend. We hope you will join us!

Secretary: Maia Wilson

If you would like to volunteer to help with the planning
and organization of this event please contact our Student
Government Advisor, Wade Powell (powell_w@4j.lane.
edu). Students who would like to be in the Jazz Band
should contact Wade Powell (powell_w@4j.lane.edu) for
more information.
Eugene IHS student government is committed to making
a difference in the world. In the past, funds raised from
Eugene IHS student government events have been donated
to the Kiva Foundation which hosts micro-loans to people
around the world, Heiffer International who’s goal is to end
hunger and poverty around the world, and to student led
organizations. Each year the student government chooses
to raise funds for a different organization or cause.
If you weren’t part of Eugene IHS student government this
year and would like to be involved, recruitment will begin
for next year soon.

PENNY WAR

Vice Presidents:
Churchill: Hannah Tam
South: Lillie Snortland
Sheldon: Noah Roberts

Treasurer and PR/Facebook Coordinator:
Alex Nelson
School Board Reps: Shelby Polston and
Hannah Tam; Alternate: Bradley Schoellhorn
Site Council Reps:
Churchill: Selena Blick
South: Hannah Eshelman
Sheldon: Catrina Steckler
If you have questions, please contact our
President, Vice Presidents, or Mr. Powell:
powell_w@4j.lane.edu

Eugene IHS Student Government
Mission Statement:
As Eugene IHS student government, we encourage
awareness, cross-campus unity and student
leadership locally and globally.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT IS
ON FACEBOOK - LIKE US!

The Penny War has become an annual tradition
in Eugene IHS. This year the Penny War was a
class competition within each campus and was a
big success. The grand total raised from all three
campuses was $630.00. The money raised went
towards Eugene IHS Student Government for school
functions and to the S.O.C.K. Project, a charity
effort started by a former Eugene
IHS student which supplies fun
socks to children at Doernbecher
Children’s Hospital!

Eugene IHS student, Emma Wu Shortt, helped to create a web
page on facebook, the “Humans of IHS.”
You can find information on upcoming Student Government
events, including the “Celebrate IHS” event on June 2nd. The
page also features people in IHS.
Check it out: https://www.facebook.com/IHSEugene
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STUDENT NEWS
MODEL UNITED NATIONS

SHELDON UNITY ASSEMBLY
In February, there was a school-wide effort at Sheldon
High School to organize a “Unity Assembly” to promote
acceptance of diversity and to take a stand against bullying. José Alonso was the organizer and brought together a
wide variety of students to present songs, poetry, dances,
and speeches, and departments and clubs held posters and
signs to express their support.
Many, many thanks to Peggy Farris, Manny Guendulay,
Jessica Schabtach, and Jocelyn Harley for helping a group
of students put together two banners for Eugene IHS.

The Model United Nations program aims to spread the values
of international understanding, cooperation, and peace.
Eugene IHS is still continuing the tradition of participating in
debates on global issues at the annual Model United Nations
conference.
On April 10-11-12, 2014 at the annual MUN conference at
the University of Oregon, Eugene IHS students represented
Lithuania, Australia, and Cameroon.
Nearly 1,500 students from around the state converged
on Eugene at the University of Oregon to take part in
three days of debates on global issues ranging from
economic sustainability to the use of child soldiers.
Through speeches, debates, bloc meetings, and secret diplomacy, students received a hands on and exciting lesson in the
complexities of global affairs.
We often hear back from former MUNers who have continued
their MUN involvement while in college, some even traveling
to conferences around the world. In the words of Eugene IHS
alumnus Hunt Allcott, “MUN is FUN.”

CAS and ManageBac
Juniors and seniors have been busily working on completing
CAS hours. You can find the CAS packet on our website
at: www.ihs.4j.lane.edu under “Community Service/CAS”
where you can also find the login link to Managebac, the database students use to enter CAS information. Please check
in with your junior or senior student to see if they have completed their requirements for trimesters one and two so far.
The CAS Fair was held on April 10th at 7:00pm in the South
Cafeteria. The Eugene IHS Parent Group sponsorsed this
special night for parents and students from all schools in
the district. Requirements for CAS, the IB Diploma, immersion programs, National Honor Society, and the 4J
Honors Diploma were presented.. Local agencies were
on hand to provide information on meaningful community
service opportunities for students. If you were not able to
attend you can find the Eugene IHS CAS Handbook, as
well as a list of organizations who attended, on our website:
www.ihs.4j.lane.edu.
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STUDENT NEWS
AYCE
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CLUB

American Youth for Contraceptive Education (AYCE): A
peer health program where upper classmen teach younger
peers. It was started by a health teacher at South long ago,
but after budget cuts the program was cut. A South Eugene
IHS alumnus, who was a student at the time, wanted to
keep the program going and has been working with Deon
Saraceno to continue it through Eugene IHS 9th Grade
Global Health classes. The alumnus is in now in college
in New York City, majoring in health, and developing the
program in New York.

The Habitat for Humanity Club held a recent
fundraiser at Chapala’s Mexican Restaurant.
This student led group started up at South this
year and is committed to making a difference in
the world.

CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER!
Congratulations to Hannah Tam, Eugene IHS junior at
Churchill. She won 1st place in her category at the Central Western Oregon Science Expo and is one of the two
overall finalists qualified for Intel’s International Science
and Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF) in May in Los Angeles.
She was awarded a $36,000 scholarship to the University
of Oregon. She also won 2nd place in the Medicine and
Health Sciences category at the Intel Northwest Science
Expo in early April at Portland State University and received
a $40,000 scholarship to Lewis and Clark University, Excellence in Statistics, and a cash award.
Her awards are based on her research regarding detection
of Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM).
The science fair in Los Angeles in May is during IB testing, however IB recognizes the Intel ISEF as an event of
international significance and has arranged for IB testing
on site during the science fair since it will be drawing students from around the world who have already registered
for IB testing.
We wish Hannah the best of luck in her upcoming
competition!
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FRESHMAN YEAR
Freshman Year – Onward!
Eugene IHS 9th graders are engaged in their study of Africa
in Global Health, Literature and Geography. The introduction to Africa has given freshmen more knowledge of
land and political issues, literary gems, and health related
topics relating to the diverse and fascinating continent. In
Global Literature, students have been engaged in an array
of South African fiction, non-fiction, and poetry and will
shortly begin their next novel - set in Botswana. In addition to taking a riveting look into apartheid, students have
studied how the efforts of Nelson Mandela along with song
have helped to unify people to resist oppression. While
Global Geography is working with colonization of Africa,
and Global Health is integrating a study on AIDS/HIV, 9th
graders are gaining an expansive awareness of this region
of the world. We hope that these topics will give students
the structure for discussing issues of equity, art, culture,
perseverance, voice and power throughout their years of
international studies. Students are making powerful connections within our current unit to past units of Australia
and Asia. Pieces are falling into place. Onward!

Eugene IHS
freshmen at South
created shadow
boxes as an art
project aligned
with The Samurai’s
Garden.

“Nothing prepares you better for
success than Eugene IHS!”

Haka Dance peformed by Churchill students
in 9th Grade Global Health

Joanne Moorefield was recently married
and has changed her name to Joanne Heidel.
Congratulations to Joanne!

--Sarah (Withrow) King,
Class of 1996

Eugene IHS staff e-mail addresses 2013-2014

To send an e-mail to any of the addresses below, add:
Marilyn Curtis
(curtis_m)
Amy Duncan
(duncan_a)
Peggy Farris
(farris)
Emily Gerrity
(gerrity_e)
Lynne Given
(given)
Manny Guendulay (guendulay_m)
Joshua Hamill
(hamill)
Rebecca Hammons (hammons_r)

Jocelyn Harley
Joanne Heidel
Kreg Hulings
David Inouye
Patrick McMullen
Melanie Namkoong
Gwen Niles
Donald Osterlund
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(harley_j)
(moorefield_j)
(hulings_k)
(inouye)
(mcmullen)
(namkoong)
(niles_g)
(osterlund_d)

@4j.lane.edu
Christine Pettingill
Wade Powell
Deon Saraceno
Jessica Schabtach
Steve Smith
Craig Wiebe
Kyle Yamada

(pettingill)
(powell_w)
(saraceno_d)
(schabtach)
(smith_st)
(wiebe)
(yamada)

EURASIAN
CONFERENCE
10th Grade - Eurasian Conference
The Eurasian Conference provides a unique opportunity for Eugene International High School sophomores
from all three of our campuses to come together and
share their accumulated knowledge in a day-long,
large-scale simulation designed to further their communication, negotiation, and group process skills. Students
have been given the opportunity to learn about current
international issues, geopolitical strategies, media literacy,
and global history through the gathering, analysis, and
synthesis of data from sources such as the University of
Oregon’s Knight Library, the United States Library of
Congress, international newspapers and periodicals, the
Internet, guest speakers, and their respective host school
libraries. At the Eurasian Conference they put that knowledge into action!

Pavilion on the Lane County Fairgrounds. You can visit our
web page where students managed their assignments, research,
and blogs in preparing for this unique event.
The Eurasian Conference web page is located at:

http://staff.4j.lane.edu/~wiebe/ihs/eurasian/eurasian.htm

Special thanks to the Eugene Education Foundation. The contributions of many folks in our community support education
through this agency. It is only with the support of the EEF that
we are able to provide this opportunity for all of our Eugene
IHS sophomores. Thank you all!
David Inouye, Joanne Moorefield, Craig Wiebe and
Kyle Yamada, 10th Grade Global History Team (with
assistance from Wade Powell)

Many of our students note this event as a highlight of their
time in Eugene IHS. This year’s conference was held on
Friday, April 4th, from 8:00am to 3:15pm at the Wheeler

EEF AWARDS GRANTS TO
EUGENE IHS!
The Board of Directors of Eugene Education
Foundation is pleased to announce that Eugene
International High School’s grant request, authored by
Wade Powell, “EEF-Funded 2014 Eurasian Conference,”
was funded on December 10th for $2400. Also funded
was another grant authored by Wade Powell, “EEFFunded 2014 IHS Celebration Jazz Band,” for $950.
Across 4J, EEF awarded over $130,000 in grants for
students. More grants were fulfilled throughout
December as additional gifts arrived and made
it possible.

Classroom skits
are a regular
part of the
sophomore year.

This grant support is in addition to donor-earmarked
gifts for Eugene International High School received
through EEF.
Some of our dreams remain unfulfilled here at Eugene
International High School. If you have not already made
a gift this year, would you consider doing so now?
Make your check payable to “Eugene IHS/EEF” and
mail it to Eugene Education Foundation, P.O. Box 1015,
Eugene, Oregon 97440.
You can also contribute by credit card or
monthly bank transfers. For more information
go to www.eef.lane.edu or call 541-790-7744.
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JUNIOR YEAR/
THE SENIOR PROJECT
Trimester 3 of Junior Year!

Technical Advisors Needed!

With the end of Trimester 2 in the rear-view mirror, we
hope that our juniors had a restful and enjoyable spring
break, and are all ready to begin the exciting adventures
of Trimester 3! But before they look to far ahead, it would
be good for both you and your junior student to look back
and make sure that s/he passed the first two trimesters of
Junior Seminar. Since the Junior Seminar class fulfills the
state-mandated graduation requirements, if your student
did not pass, s/he will not be able to graduate from high
school. The good news, however, is that all of the assignments are clearly described on the Eugene IHS web page,
and teachers have given students the opportunity to make
up the work they were missing (if they earned a “no pass”
or an “incomplete” for Junior Seminar).
For Trimester 3 of Junior Seminar, students will complete
another 15 hours of CAS (Creativity, Action, or Service),
and they will continue to work on building a foundation
for their IB Extended Essay. Last trimester, students should
have chosen a subject area of interest, a specific topic,
and possible research questions, and now they will need
to find a Technical Advisor from the community to assist
with the research process. They will find scholarly sources
(including books and peer-reviewed articles), meet with
their Technical Advisor and Seminar teacher, and consult
the IB subject-area guide, as they develop a “blueprint” for
what will eventually become a 4,000 word essay.
Year after year, former Eugene IHS students return to tell
us how valuable the process has been in preparing them
for writing assignments and research papers in college.
Aside from college preparation, our hope is that students
also gain confidence and practical skills as they conceive
and execute this long-term writing and research project.
It’s an impressive process and is worthy of our praise!
In addition to Junior Seminar, our students continue to
read, write, and practice their critical thinking skills in
their other Eugene IHS classes. IB History of the Americas
and IB Literature of the Americas classes will be focusing
on thematic units such as the Roaring Twenties, the Great
Depression, Latin America, and Civil Rights. Meanwhile,
in their IB Economics class, students will master the mysteries of the global economy as they analyze international
trade and development. Many of our students will also be
taking IB exams this May, and they will also turn in their
final Current Events papers.
Praise goes out to our juniors for all of their hard work, as
we head toward the end of this challenging, but incredibly
enriching year!
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Do you have an expertise in one or several areas of
study? Do you want to understand the senior paper process better? Are you willing to spend time
mentoring a high school student? Then, consider becoming
a technical advisor!
Currently, technical advisors are needed in many different
subject areas, across all campuses. Please call your Eugene
IHS campus today and lend your support to a Eugene IHS
junior who is just beginning the research process!

Titles of Senior Papers:
Silent Heroines: The Recognition of the
Female
Pilots of the Soviet Union and the United
States
of America in World War II
luation of
A World Without Fish: An Eva
Reserves
ine
Mar
of
ent
the Establishm
ally
tion
rna
Inte
and
ally
Loc
Truly Wilde: Sir Oscar Wilde’s
Works and Views on Aestheticism
The Evolution of Swimwear for Men and Women
Through the 1900s to the 1940s: The Eventual
Freedom for Women Expressed Through Swimwear

Severe Aortic Stenosis: An Exp
loration of
Transcatheter Aortic Valve Rep
lacement
in Inoperable Patients

Celebrating a Capstone Project:
The Eugene IHS Senior Paper
In November, the class of 2014 harvested a healthy crop of senior
papers on countless topics including examining educational
video games, paying college athletes, neurological advantages
of bilingual elders, and the role of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt’s democracy.
Junior year teachers began guiding students through the research
process last spring, and senior teachers helped students bring
their papers to fruition this fall. Additionally, community volunteers served as technical advisors, providing students with
expert assistance in diverse fields of study.
The senior paper is a major undertaking for high school students,
involving sophisticated research skills as well as a sustained
effort in writing a lengthy, detailed essay. We are so proud of
all our graduating seniors, who have successfully completed
this capstone project, and of the juniors now embarking on the
first stages of research.

ALUMNI PERSPECTIVES
The Loong Way Home

work! I start my day around 8:00 in the morning and stop
about every 2 or 3 hours to fill up water and snack. I like to
reach my destination around 4:00 in the afternoon so that I can
explore or relax where I am, wash-up, and research anything
I might need for the coming days. I make a point of trying to
connect to internet every couple of days to write a blog post,
share photos, and send a few emails. I have a general idea of
my route, but I’m pretty flexible and open to suggestions from
the locals and what I research.

by Melissa Pritchard, Class of 1997
The Loong Way Home began on August 23, 2013 when I set
off from the Gracia neighborhood in Barcelona, the meeting
point for the Saturday rides I participate in weekly with
my local cycling club. I was joined by friends, teachers,
students, and club members to see me off, a few of who rode
with me for the first 50 kilometers of my trip. A lot of time
and energy went into the planning of this, and I honestly
never thought I’d see the day come when I embarked on
my dream. Since the end of August, I’ve been making my
way home to Eugene, Oregon, the Loong Way!

After five months, I’m still in the honeymoon phase of my trip.
I absolutely love pedaling to different places. On bike, you take
in your surroundings from a different perspective because you
are moving at a much slower pace in an intimate environment.
You also have a unique type of interaction with the people. I
find that most people automatically respect you when you ride
up, especially when they realize I’m traveling solo. Hands
down, “You’re traveling alone?” is the most frequently asked
question and the truth is, I have yet to feel alone! I’m on my
own pedaling, but I’m constantly interacting with people when
I stop for food or to rest, and even at the end of the day, many
times I end up being hosted.

The idea came to me about four years ago, just after I
started road cycling. After buying a touring frame to use
for short trips while home over the summer, I encountered
many trans-continental tour cyclists on my first trip around
the Pacific Northwest, who sparked my interest in doing a
longer tour. After lots of thinking and research, I decided
that I would start in Barcelona, and make my way home
traveling east to Eugene, Oregon. I wasn’t bothered by
not riding through every single continent, nor was I trying
to ride through as many countries as possible. I was eager
to explore destinations that I’d been curious about, where
I felt I could manage on my own, traveling on bike and be
safe. I also knew that time and money were two limiting
factors, and timing the climate and weather added an extra
layer of complication to my trip.

The hardest part of the trip was making the decision to drop
everything in my life, pack up and go. I am passionate about
teaching and didn’t want to leave the classroom for a year. I
wasn’t sure how the teaching element was going to play out on
my trip when I first launched the “Teacher on 2 Wheels” project,
but so far, it is turning out to be incredibly fulfilling. My project,
The Loong Way Home combines my passion to cycle, travel,
and teach. I believe there are a lot of other ways to contribute
positively to a community without attaching a monetary value.
Rather than raise money for a charity, I decided to work and talk
with students as I go cycling around the world as the “Teacher
on 2 Wheels.” I use the data I collect along my route and the
bike as a topic of conversation when I visit schools. I update
my website every two weeks with resources teachers can use
in their classroom all based on my experiences and thoughts
while cycling the loong way home.

I’ve been on the road now for about five and a half months,
traveled through 2 continents, 21 countries, and pedaled
just shy of 15,000 kilometers. I try to cycle about 100
kilometers a day, although there are days with difficult
terrain when I have to stop short and other days where
I’ve completely surpassed that goal. Lot’s of people think
I’m just on one big holiday, but indeed tour cycling is hard

I find that no matter where I am visiting a school, it is always a
familiar and inviting environment! I love seeing kids engaged
and their approach to learning all throughout the world. They
are a great audience and eager to ask questions and participate
in my project. Initially I had to send emails to schools to seek
out invitations, but little by little, the word is spreading and
teachers are contacting me via my website, friends, friends of
friends, and former students and parents of mine. There is a
huge network out there of international schools and I’m trying
my best to get the word out. So far I’ve visited about 25 different schools both international and local. I’ve even had to turn
Ha Giang, Vietnam
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ALUMNI PERSPECTIVES
down offers from schools in central China, Bangladesh,
India, and Japan, which makes me think, this might not be
the only time in my life I do something like this!

Eugene IHS Travel Scholarship

If someone would have told me while being in Eugene IHS
that I was going to cycle around the world 15 years later, I
don’t think I’d believe them. This wasn’t necessarily the
life I imagined for myself when I was growing up, but I
don’t have any complaints. Living abroad, in Barcelona,
for the last ten years, has exposed me to a whole other
world and way of life. It was a unique opportunity to
grow and discover who I am. My curiosity has led me to
where I am now, here, on my bike, pedaling home while
doing what I love most in life: cycling, traveling, learning,
and teaching!

Eugene IHS is proud to announce that this year
we were able to award two travel scholarships:
Cassandra Hatcher, Senior at Churchill, won
the primary scholarship and Isaac Marron,
Senior at Churchill, won the secondary
scholarship. Both will travel with Deon
Saraceno to Tibet and Nepal during summer
2014 where they will visit Lhasa, Kathmandu,
and the Himalayas. We look forward to them
sharing their travel stories with us at our
Opening Assembly next fall.

I never miss an opportunity to thank my friends and family
for their support, my sponsors in Barcelona for all the gear
and material they set me up with prior to departure, and
to those who continue to encourage me on my journey. I
invite you to spread the word about my project to teachers
you know stateside or abroad who could use my website
as a resource in their classroom, or who might be abroad
and interested in having me visit.

Over the last few years we have been able to
award travel scholarships to students who
probably would not otherwise be able to
travel internationally. Past scholarship winners
have traveled to Bhutan/India, South America,
Guatemala/Mexico/Belize, Borneo/Singapore,
Thailand, and Spain.

Thank you!
Melissa Pritchard
www.theloongwayhome.com
http://www.theloongwayhome.blogspot.com.es/
www.facebook.com/theloongwayhome

Again, our thanks go to Brian O’Kelley,
as well as Sara at The Oregon Community
Foundation, the scholarship committee, and
the applicants. Because of this scholarship
opportunity, students’ lives have been forever
changed.
If you would like to contribute to the
Alumni Fund for Eugene IHS simply go to the
Oregon Community Foundation website at:
http://oregoncf.org. Once there you can click
on “For Donors” to find out the different ways
you can give back to Eugene International High
School, then contact the Oregon Community
Foundation at (541)431-7099.

EUGENE IHS
ALUMNI NEWSLETTER
Our 10th annual Eugene IHS Alumni
Newsletter
was
published
in
February, 2014.
You can view a copy
on the alumni page on our website at
www.ihs.4j.lane.edu.
If you are an
alumnus and would like to be included
in our next alumni newsletter go to the
alumni page on our website and ﬁll out an
alumni questionnaire. We look forward to
reconnecting with you.
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STUDENT TRAVEL
Students Travel to Northern Thailand
Last summer Deon Saraceno took a group of students to
experience Burma and Chiang Mai in Northern Thailand.
A few highlights of this 12-day and 11-night trip included
volunteering at Elephant Nature Park in Thailand where
students washed and cared for elephants, a city tour
of Yangon Burma, temples in Bagan, a day cruise to
Mandalay, and visiting Mingun and Sagaing villages.

IB World Student Conference
Last summer the IB World Student Conference took place in
four different locations including North Carolina, Canada,
England, and China.

Opportunities Summer 2014
The IB organization is excited to announce dates and locations
for the three IB World Student Conferences in 2014:

Summer 2014 Travel
This summer Deon Saraceno and Jess Land will take
about 22 students to experience Tibet and Nepal. In Tibet,
students will visit the Potala Palace and hike to the Mount
Everest Base Camp. In Nepal, students will have the
opportunity to volunteer at the Nuwakot Village School
and teach English classes to students in grades 3-6 and
then do a homestay in the village. This is one of Deon’s
bigger groups and several students going on this trip have
never traveled outside of the United States.

• University of Queensland - Brisbane,
Australia: July 6-12 on “Empowering
Diversity”
• McGill University - Montreal,
Canada: July 20-26 on “Human
Rights”
• University of Bath - Bath, United
Kingdom: July 27-August 2 on
“Creating the Future City”
Inspiring responsible action for creating a better and
more peaceful world, the IB World Student Conferences
welcome students to explore and experience what it means to be
globally engaged.

Lhasa • Kathm
andu • The Him
alayas

The IB World Student Conferences will enable students to:
• engage intellectually with university faculty and
guest speakers
• create action plans for CAS projects
• build friendships with fellow IB students from all over
the world
• enhance leadership skills
• enjoy a mix of cultures, languages and personalities

Monks • Mountai
ns • Monasteries

Please see the IB website (www.ibo.org/wsc/) or
contact IB Coordinator, Marilyn Curtis, for more details
(curtis_m@4j.lane.edu). We are thrilled to be able to offer
these opportunities for our students.

Travel Items Needed For Our Trip
We always like to have some items on hand for our world
travelers. There are some speciﬁc items we would like
to have in our travel trunk for this upcoming trip to Nepal
and Tibet: travel money belts, travel sleep sacks,
backpacks and daypacks, and any gently used cold
weather gear. If you can donate any of these items, please
drop them off in one of our Eugene IHS ofﬁces or contact
Deon Saraceno at saraceno_d@4j.lane.edu. Thanks for
supporting our young world travelers.
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TRAVEL SERVICE
FUNDRAISER
Deon Saraceno and Jess Land have arranged
some amazing opportunities for the group of 22
Eugene IHS students who will be traveling to
Nepal and Tibet this summer. Students will volunteer at
a rural school in Nepal, where they will teach English
classes to students in grades 3-6 and then do homestays
with families in the village.

Reach the World Right Where
You Are…Become a Host Family!
Discover the rewarding world of hosting students
in your own home this summer!
What: Middle and High School Age Chinese
Students participating in the 17th bi-annual Music/English
Camps at the University of Oregon

The group will be doing several fundraisers this spring, both
to cover the fees for volunteering in the Nuwakot Village
School and to donate to the school. Any additional funds the
group raises will be donated to the Tibetan Village School,
which is a home and school for Tibetan orphans.

When:

July 20-30 (10 nights)
July 30-August 8 (9 nights)

Claim 52 Brewing, Friday, May 2nd: Claim 52 Brewing
will donate up to 50% of proceeds from 4:00-8:00pm.
There will be a food cart and music. They are located at
1030 Tyinn St., Suite 1, Eugene.

Note: The host family provides transportation, breakfast and dinner on weekdays; three meals a day on the
weekend and occasional sack lunches. Students may share
a room, but must have their own bed. Students spend only
evenings and the weekend at home. Host families are strongly encouraged to take two students, and may host one or both sessions.

Bake Sale, Sunday, May 4th: Students will be selling
yummy desserts outside of Rite Aid in South Eugene.

Stipend*: $180/person for 10 nights or $360 for two
$165/person for 9 nights or $330 for two

Papa’s Pizza, Monday, May 5th: All day on May 5th
bring in a flyer when you purchase food from Papa’s Pizza
on Chambers and W. 11th and a percentage of proceeds will
be donated to us. Look for flyers on campuses soon.

*Stipend should cover expenses for meals, transportation,
laundry and all activities. The number
of days may vary slightly due to travel
arrangements; stipend will be prorated
accordingly.

The following fundraisers are coming up, so mark your
calendars:

Tamale Sales: Students will be making and selling tamales.
Keep your eye out for order forms.

Website:
www.gpyinternational.org/hostfamily_short.html

We would like to have raffles at the Claim 52
fundraiser, and possibly others listed above, so
if you own a business and would like to donate
a gift certificate or item we would kindly
appreciate it. Please contact Deon Saraceno at
saraceno_d@4j.lane.edu.

Contact: luannlangford@gpyinternational.org
or Phone 541.517.5915
for additional details
We are looking forward to having
your family join in the FUN with us!

EXPERIENCE TIBET NIGHT DURING THE ART WALK IN JUNE
June 6th’s art walk will include a rare opportunity to experience the culture of Tibet, through art, music and dance. The
Mystical Arts of Tibet, a troupe of 11 monks, will begin a residency in Eugene by chanting for those in attendance. On
Saturday, June 7th, the troupe will begin creating a Sand Mandala, which will be a week-long process, culminating in a
perfomance at the Hult Center. Tibet Night will also include Eugene IHS student art work, making prayer flags, a slide
show, documentaries, a silent auction, and talks by Tulku Jigme Rinpoche and Mayor Kitty Piercy. Tibet Night is a free
event, hosted by the Eugene Sakya Center, and will be in the Composer’s Hall of the Hilton Hotel from 5:30 to 8:30,
June 6th. Our Eugne IHS travelers will be helping with the event, and would love to see you there.
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HOSTING
OPPORTUNITIES
CHILE/OREGON ADVENTURE
Want to study in Chile this spring or summer 2014?
Three spots are open!
We have three Chilean students right now: Sofi at Sheldon,
Vicente at South, and Alvaro at North. They’ll go back
to Chile this spring and would like to host students from
Eugene for four months. Interested in living in Chile and
becoming fluent in Spanish? You’ll enjoy lifelong friendships and learn all about their culture!
• Flexible dates, 4-month stay: live in Chile and go to
a local high school after our spring break during the
last trimester, or you can go during your summer
break.
• You will live with one of the students who is
currently here in Eugene. You have a chance to get
to know them before you go to Chile.
• This is a great way to know another culture and
become fluent in Spanish.

The Nicaragua Summer Exchange is on a mission to
help more high school Spanish students reach fluency!
Located in historic Granada, we are Latin America’s only
high school immersion program hosted by an actual high
school district. Visiting high school students are fully
integrated into the high school culture and community
of Central America’s oldest colonial city. Youth collaboration and community interaction is the key to reaching
fluency and developing new and exciting opportunities.
Nicaragua Summer Exchange program participation
includes Gap year and international internships with no
program fees. The Nicaragua Summer Exchange is a
partner of the University of Wisconsin, Earth Partnership
Schools and the Center for Citizen Diplomacy.

For more information, please contact Sachi at:
oregonadventure@icloud.com or 541-285-3778

Host an Italian student and your son or
daughter will be invited to Italy!

To learn more contact us at www.highschoolspanish.org
or call 888-674-0408.

Ergon Student Exchange seeks families to host a 16-17
year-old Italian student. Ergon’s program ensures a true
cross-cultural opportunity: Italian families offer to your
son or daughter a direct exposure to Italian culture through
an all-expenses paid summer vacation. Ergon sponsors the
flight! Eugene IHS parents are particularly interested in
living with someone from Italy and having the chance to
have their own son or daughter vacation abroad.

Spanish 4 weeks: 200 hours
Services learning with youth: 55 hours
Ilba Prego, Director
Nicaragua Summer Exchange 2014

We specialize in a rigorous selection process and carefully
match students with host families. We currently have students attending South and Churchill and would be delighted
to have students at other 4J schools. Attending school in
Eugene has been an excellent experience for students and
host families. Our Eugene IHS and other Eugene high school
host families are happy to share their experiences with you.

If you are interested in finding
other study abroad organizations
you can find a list of those who
participated in our
International Study Abroad Fair
on our website at:
www.ihs.4j.lane.edu,
under “links.”

Please email Kim O’Brien, Eugene coordinator,
at kobrien334@comcast.net and visit our website at
www.ergon-se.org.
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VOLUNTEER CORNER
EUGENE IHS PARENT GROUP

We would like to extend a big THANK YOU
to all of our wonderful volunteers who have
helped in various ways throughout the year,
as well as everyone else who is dedicated to
making Eugene IHS such an exceptional
educational experience.
Jenne Adams
Heather Johnston
Sue Anderson
Theresia Kaiser
Kirsten Barnett
Penny Klein
Margaret Beals
Brenda Large
Cathy Bechen
Patty Lehnert
Aimee Beckley
Lloyd Madden
Danielle Benson
Toni McNair
Karen Brady
Sarah McNeale
Sarah Brandt
Jennifer Meili
Julie Butler
Julie Mohler
Megan Capper
Laurie Moyer
Krista Cummings
Diane Phillips
Kisten Dede
Wendy Rawlinson
Amanda Deedon
Donna Roberts
Anne DeZarn
Yvonne Sassone
Jeni Donaca
Janell Schoellhorn
Lisa Dunne
Marvi Schuman
Cynthia Freeman
Stephanie Stanley
Jennifer Geller
Vera Sun
Sally Gudgel
Carrie Thomas
Monica Hample
Denis VanWinkle
Mui Kuen Healey
Barbara Walraet
Mary Hines
Kim Warne
JoAnn Hoffman
Shannon Williams
Carrie Janes

The Eugene IHS Parent Group meets several times a year and
forms the heart of our parent involvement. The group members
provide a forum for Eugene IHS parent issues and concerns,
plan the agendas for the general parent meetings, International
Study Abroad Fair in the fall, and CAS Fair in the spring, and
brainstorm creative ideas for fundraising. The Eugene IHS
Parent Group nominates parent candidates for the site council.
When necessary, the group advocates with the school board
or the superintendent on issues that affect Eugene IHS. New
parents are always welcome to join the Eugene IHS Parent
Group. Please see the Eugene IHS website for a list of meeting
dates and times: www.ihs.4j.lane.edu.

A SPECIAL NOTICE FOR ALL
EUGENE IHS PARENTS… at the next
Eugene IHS Parent Group Meeting positions
for 2014-2015 will be discussed
The Eugene IHS Parent Group wants you to be a part of the
dynamic and positive force that embodies the group. It’s a
low-pressure, low-risk commitment to a friendly group that
helps inform and connect parents and teachers, students and
school. Another great way to be involved is to be elected
to the Eugene IHS Site Council. The Site Council parent
representatives help connect more parents to the work of
the school. Join us and be involved in your student’s high
school education!
Parent council elections for the 2014-2015 school year will
take place at the next Parent Group meeting in May. Positions include:
Parent Chair
Recorder
International Study Abroad Fair Coordinator
CAS Fair Coordinator
Site Council Representatives-Churchill, Sheldon, South

We would also like to extend a special thank you to
Janell Schoellhorn and Lloyd Madden, who
have been very supportive members of the Eugene IHS
Site Council, and to Toni McNair who organized
the Spanish Immersion summer camp last summer
and Barbara Walraet who organized the French
Immersion summer camp last summer. Both camps
were very successful and both volunteers are currently
planning the next camps for this summer.

For more information, please call Steve Smith at
541-790-8032 or e-mail him at smith_st@4j.lane.edu.

NEXT EUGENE IHS
PARENT GROUP MEETING:
Tuesday, May 27, 7:00pm
Parr Room, School District Office
200 N. Monroe

The smallest act of kindness is worth
more than the grandest intention.
~Oscar Wilde

Parent turnout has been low. This is a great
opportunity to be more involved.
Hope to see you there!
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GRADUATION INFO
Graduation Reminders for Seniors
 Eugene IHS Graduation Announcement Inserts to insert and mail
along with the host school graduation announcements will be avilable
for purchase in the Eugene IHS offices by the end of April
(10 cents each / make checks payable to: IHS SHELDON)
 Eugene IHS Graduation Ticket sales
(Purchase tickets in Eugene IHS offices / make checks payable to: IHS SHELDON)
May 12 - 23: $4 per ticket, maximum of 6 tickets per senior
May 27 - June 10: open ticket sales
The $50 Eugene IHS graduation fee ($60 for immersion students), $10 junior CAS fee, and
$10 senior CAS fee must be paid before tickets may be purchased.
 Eugene IHS Graduation Rehearsal (All Eugene IHS seniors are required to attend)
June 9, 8:30am, South Eugene High School Auditorium
 Eugene IHS Farewell Assembly
June 9, 10:15am-12:00pm, South Eugene High School Auditorium
(The intended audience is the Eugene IHS student body.)
 Eugene IHS Graduation
June 11, 7:00pm, Hult Center for the Performing Arts, tickets required
Seniors arrive at 6:00pm for group photo. Doors open at 6:15 for seating.
Please note: Eugene IHS offices will be closed on June 11 due to preparation and set-up for the
graduation. Make sure you purchase your graduation tickets in advance because tickets will not
be sold at the door.

Check out the Eugene IHS WEBSITE for
information about Eugene IHS and current
events and announcements:

Other We b s i t e s
www.4j.lane.edu (4J school information)
www.ibo.org (International Baccalaureate home page)
http://ohc.uoregon.edu (Oregon Humanities Center - click on
“events” for a list of activities at the UO)
www.worldoregon.org (World Affairs Council of Oregon)

www.ihs.4j.lane.edu

Stay informed:
Like us on FACEBOOK: Eugene IHS - Follow us on TWITTER: EugeneIHS
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EUGENE INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
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ATTENTION INCOMING 9TH GRADE STUDENTS:
Are you curious about global events?
Do you enjoy considering different perspectives on world issues? Do you want to
make a difference in your local and global community?
Eugene IHS is an award-winning alternative school in international studies for students
in grades 9-12. We are open via district lottery to any student who wishes to attend, and
students who choose Eugene IHS value global understanding and communication, exhibit
an interest in learning about cultural differences, and are committed to improving the
human condition. The school currently has three campuses at South Eugene High School,
Sheldon High School, and Churchill High School
There’s still time to sign up for Eugene IHS! Even though you have missed
the lottery deadline, there may still be room in Eugene IHS in grades
9-11. Please visit our website at www.ihs.4j.lane.edu or contact the Eugene IHS ofﬁce
near you if interested.
EUGENE IHS OFFICES:
Eugene IHS @ Churchill : 1850 Bailey Hill Road, Eugene, OR 97405 541-790-5225
Eugene IHS @ Sheldon : 2455 Willakenzie Road, Eugene, OR 97401 541-790-6636
Eugene IHS @ South: 400 East 19th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401 541-790-8030
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Eugene International High School Calendar 2013-2014

MARCH 2014

Monday

A

3

Tuesday

School Choice Notification
of Placement/
Open-Enrollment
Applications accepted

C

10

B

17

24
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

B

4

Wednesday
C

5

Thursday

A

6

Friday

B

7

A

11

B

12

C 13

C

18

A

19

NO
SCHOOL
Professional
Dev/Planning Day

21
NO SCHOOL
Trimester Grading
(End Trimester 2)

26
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

27
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

28
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

Eugene IHS Site Council
4:00PM @ South
EIHS Wing, Room 538

Eugene IHS Parent Group
Meeting 7:00PM @ Parr
Room at Ed Center*

25
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

20

A 14

In-District School Choice
Commitment Deadline

B 31
(Begin Trimester 3)

APRIL 2014
Monday

Tuesday

A

7

C

1

Wednesday
A

B

8

C

Eugene IHS Site Council
4:00PM @ South
EIHS Wing, Room 538

2

9

Thursday

B

3

Friday

C

4

10th Grade Eurasian
Conference ALL DAY @
Wheeler Pavilon, Lane
County Fairgrounds

A

10

B

11

CAS Fair 7:00PM @
South Cafeteria

C

14

A

15

B

16

C

17

A

18

B

21

C

22

A

23

B

24

C

25

A

28

B

29

C

30

*The Ed. Center is located at 200 N. Monroe St.
New parents are always welcome to attend the Eugene IHS Parent Group Meetings.
Please consult your high school and district calendars for other important events.

Eugene International High School Calendar 2013-2014

MAY 2014

Monday

Tuesday

C

5

A

IB Testing Begins
5/5 thru 5/23

B

12

A

19

Wednesday

6

B

Thursday
A
7

C

16
8

Friday

B

2

A 9
Early Release/
Mid-Trimester
Grading
C 16

C

13

A

14

B

15

B

20

C

21

A

22

B

23

C 27
26
Eugene
IHS
Parent
Group
NO SCHOOL

A

28

B

29

C

30

Memorial Day

Eugene IHS Site Council
4:00PM @ South
EIHS Wing, Room 538

Meeting 7:00PM @ Parr
Room at Ed Center*

JUNE 2014
Monday

A 2
CELEBRATE
EUGENE IHS EVENT
6:30 @ Oakway
Center
1/2 C 9
ASSEMBLY DAY:
Seniors only
Graduation
rehearsal
8:30AM @ South
--------------------Euene IHS Farewell
Assembly
10:15-12:00 @ South
--------------------Attend PM classes
A

16

Tuesday

B

A

3

10

Wednesday
C

4

Thursday

A

5

Friday

B

6

B 12
C 13
1/2 C 11
Sheldon High School
Churchill High School
GRADUATION
Graduation 7:00PM @ Hult Graduation 7:00PM @ Hult
DAY/SENIORS LAST
Center
Center
DAY:
---------------------------SATURDAY 14
Attend AM classes/
South Eugene High School
No PM IHS classes
Graduation 7:00PM @ Hult
--------------------Center
Eugene IHS
Graduation 7:00PM
@ Hult Center

B 17*
Early ReleaseLast Day for
Students

18*
NO SCHOOL
Grading Day

19*
Furlough Day

20*

24

25

26

27

(End Trimester 3)

23*

*The Ed. Center is located at 200 N. Monroe St.
New parents are always welcome to attend the Eugene IHS Parent Group Meetings.
Please consult your high school and district calendars for other important events.

revised 2/10/14 lg

*June 19, 20, 23 are designated possible hazardous weather make-up days.

June 2, 2014 - 5:30-8:00pm
Oakway Center
Eugene, Oregon
Dine at the following restaurants during the event and proceeds will be
donated to Eugene International High School:

There will be entertainment on the plaza including the
Eugene IHS student Jazz Band and guest speakers.
Alumni, former teachers, staff, parents and students
are all encouraged to attend.
We hope you will join us!

