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REFLECTIONS ON GRADUATION
By Jessica Schabtach, Eugene IHS Head Teacher

Of all the annual events that punctuate the school year,
graduation is the most moving and inspiring. Each
graduation is different, reflecting the particular spirit and
personality of a given graduating class, but each ceremony
also preserves practices that are repeated every year,
honoring each class of seniors with time-honored
traditions.
The Eugene International High School graduation
ceremony incorporates a number of customs, most notably
the reading of a brief statement about each graduate, the
conferment of the honorary Eugene IHS Diploma, and the
endowment of the IHS Medallion. Through these traditions
we celebrate our students’ individual accomplishments,
mark their completion of Eugene IHS requirements, and
applaud them as they end this part of their educational
journeys and step forward into the next phase of
their lives.
While I have participated in every Eugene IHS graduation
since 2004, this year was the first time I have attended as
head teacher. In this new role I found myself reflecting
more seriously on these traditions and symbols.
The custom of teachers reading statements about graduates
goes back to the early years of the school. In those days,
the small graduating classes made it possible to craft an
extremely personal graduation ceremony, and each graduate
was honored with a speech prepared by a teacher. Over the
years, as the school grew, it became necessary to shorten
these speeches, but we have maintained the spirit of the
ceremony, which is to honor the unique personality and accomplishments of every single individual who walks across
the stage on graduation night. It is a joy to celebrate each
of our wonderful students and to make that last personal
connection before they leave us.
While the speeches recognize each individual and the
honorary Eugene IHS Diploma marks the completion of
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IHS’s curriculum and graduation requirements, to me the
IHS Medallion is a symbol of community. It acknowledges graduates’ completion of the shared experiences
that IHS students have had, uniting them not only with
their classmates, but with their teachers (who also receive
medallions when they join the Eugene IHS staff) and with
all our alumni who have gone before them.
Moreover, to me, the medallion is a symbol not only
of the IHS community, but of our role in the larger
world community. The motto “Our true nationality
is humankind,” which is embossed on the medallion,
acknowledges Eugene IHS’s mission of educating global
citizens. As our graduates leave our doors, they take many
paths—to a wide variety of colleges and universities, to
travel, to work—but they will carry with them the sense of
connection to the global community that is fostered by an
international education.
Congratulations to the class of 2015. We are so proud of
all you have accomplished, and we wish you well in all
your future endeavors. Keep in touch!
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2014-2015 Eugene IHS Senior Awards
Outstanding Eugene IHS Students
Cassandra Albrecht Edwin Farley
James Christon Elizabeth Laing
Sarah Dzubay Alexander Nelson

Outstanding Senior Paper
Tessa Barone Bradley Schoellhorn
Andrew Castillo Catrina Steckler
Gregory Esrig Caroline West
Hannah Halla

Outstanding IB Diploma Candidate

Outstanding Character
Javan Bennett Daniel Long
Tania Cobian Baez Isabel Mackey
Nicholas Curl Emmalynn Moore
Karlie Donaca Katherine Quinn Munro
Anastasia Fitkin Leland Nesbit
Julian Heun-Weaver Grace Pinckney
Curtis Hubbard Justice Setliff
Barbara Lombardi Maia Wilson

Syrus Jin
Outstanding IB CAS (Creativity, Action, Service)
Hannah Tam
Renaissance Awards
Zachary Adams Paige Madden
Joseph Carlson Souvagini Paul
Delpha Xiaohong Carpenter Clara Riordan
Chloe Elstone Leah Yao
Wren Eustis

French Immersion Graduates
Siri Emilia Kesaree Alexander Jacqueline Nicole Hemsley
Tessa Crystal Barone Leonora Mai Huynh-Watkins
Outstanding Theory of Knowledge
Javan Lawrence Bennett Sarah Sujin Kay
Marcus Beals Hayley “Rashel” Short
Joseph Elliott Carlson Jillian Faith Kincaid
Abbey Curtis Pavel Specht
Anya Karin Cam Tien Clifford Josephina Amalia Losco
Haley Fredericks Ruby Stellavato-Tollefson
Liam Burghard Duncan Austin Reeves Mackinnon
Kiera Klein Claire Walters-Wall
Auguste West Elder Jadyn Therese Scott Marks
Henrik Morseth Sophia Warner
Gregory Peter Esrig Caroline Kazimira Strong McKinney
Kyle Morrison Sequoia Woods
Tyler Kai Farris Kathleen Rose Monroe
Jesiah Nelson
Haley Louise Fredericks Kyle Michael Morrison
Brighton Virginia Glassman Henrik St. Hilaire Morseth
Outstanding History
Jack Wesley Guenther Souvagini Ann Paul
Mackenzie Barron Serren Maude
Ryan Haissam Haidar Grace Erin Pinckney
Jessica Duong
MacKenzie Mendez
Hannah Ruth Halla Erica Suzuki Pledger
Sera Gearhart
Eamonn Needham
Andrés
Francois Harris Guillaume Christian Rebeyrol
Ryan Haidar
Nicolas Ohlsen-Johnson
Sarah Hall
Phoebe Rogers
Outstanding French Immersion Student Awards
Josephina Losco
Hayden Tharp
Gregory Peter Esrig Erica Suzuki Pledger
Owen Loughran

Outstanding Literature and Writing
Aubrey Anderson Kiran Oommen
Makena Blacquiere Chaya Rosemarin
Jacob Bryant Joshua Ryerson
Browder Kai Burley Lily Schwedler
Jenny Horniman Samuel Todahl
Kiana Hubbard Cayla Walker
Leonora Huynh-Watkins
Outstanding Social Conscience
Isabella Cuevas Hailey Petersen
Isabelle Gangwer Elise Pierce
Elizabeth Hall Emily Pierpoint
Lena Jensen Sydney Strader
Sarah Sujin Kay Delaney Swan
Michelle Lillejord Garrett Welt
Cathlyn Medina Phoebe Wihtol
Riley Patterson

Spanish Immersion Graduates
Bridget Michelle Canel Paige Yvette Madden
Andrew James Castillo Cathlyn Kireese Medina
Lauren Brittany Clay MacKenzie Annette Mendez
Kira Elizabeth Cuthbert Jesiah Scott Nelson
Yuri Ezaki Margaret Elaine Schaefers
Alicia Victoria Figueroa Gonzales Sydney Pauline Strader
Victoria Jean Girod Megan Laura Tilby
Elizabeth Ellen Laing Samuel Aaron Todahl
Owen Trevor Loughran
Outstanding Spanish Immersion Student Awards
Cathlyn Kireese Medina MacKenzie Annette Mendez
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To order the EUGENE IHS
GRADUATION PICTURE call Lifetouch.
Customer Service Hotline: 541-746-1110

2014-2015 International Baccalaureate Candidates
International Baccalaureate Diploma Candidates
Zachary William Adams
Cassandra Elzina Albrecht
Aubrey Erich Anderson
Mackenzie Rose Barron
Marcus Quinn Beals
Javan Lawrence Bennett
Gabriel Hokanson Brown
Browder Kai Burley
Joseph Elliott Carlson
Delpha Xiaohong Carpenter
Andrew James Castillo
James Travis Christon
Isabella Talia Cuevas
Abbey Jane Curtis
Liam Burghard Duncan
Sarah Kate Dzubay
Gregory Peter Esrig
Edwin Arthur Farley

Dominic John Filip
Sera Margaret Gearhart
Victoria Jean Girod
Shay Nichole Griffin
Jack Wesley Guenther
Ryan Haissam Haidar
Lauren Tetsuko Hall
Sarah Grace Hall
Andrés Francois Harris
Sean Brian Higgins
Kiana Marquise Hubbard
Leonora Mai Huynh-Watkins
Syrus Solo Jin
Sarah Sujin Kay
Payton Mackenzie Kubiak
Elizabeth Ellen Laing
Brandon Le
Michelle Irene Truax Lillejord

Josephina Amalia Losco
Owen Trevor Loughran
Paige Yvette Madden
Jadyn Therese Scott Marks
Marijane Elinor Martin
Caroline Kazimira Strong McKinney
Cathlyn Kireese Medina
MacKenzie Annette Mendez
Theron Dyami Meyer
Kathleen Rose Monroe
Emmalynn Arelia Moore
Mariah Christine Moore
Matthew Ryan Moore
Kyle Michael Morrison
Henrik St. Hilaire Morseth
Alexander Donald Nelson
Brita Bahia Nicholson
Jordan Alexis O’Hanlon
Nicolas Ohlsen-Johnson
Riley Colleen Patterson
Hailey Taylor Peterson
Erica Suzuki Pledger
Guillaume Christian Rebeyrol
Phoebe Duncan Rogers
Bradley Robert Schoellhorn
Catrina Lea Steckler
Hannah Tam
Cayla Dawn Walker
Sophia Ann Warner
Garrett Michael Welt
Caroline Berteir West
Sequoia Eli Roja Woods
Leah Yao

International Baccalaureate Higher Level Course Candidates
Siri Emilia Kesaree Alexander
Tessa Crystal Barone
Garrett Christopher Butler
Nicholas Grant Freitas Curl
Karlie Rae Donaca
Jessica Blakely Tinh Duong
Yuri Ezaki
Alicia Victoria Figueroa Gonzales
Anastasia Maureen Fitkin
Haley Louise Fredericks
April Friedman
Brighton Virginia Glassman
Hannah Ruth Halla

Mizuki Selena Hayashi
Kiran Isaac Oommen
Jenny Diana Horniman
Grace Erin Pinckney
Lena Hanne Jensen
Clara Jane Riordan
Jillian Faith Kincaid
Devin Kan Rowe-Caplan
Geneva Marie Lehnert
Lamiyah Duangnapha Arianna Sanhtytham
Malina Gail Lopez
Lily Jade Schwedler
Isabel Susan Paloma Read Mackey
Hayley “Rashel” Short
Sarah Isabelle Maloney
Isabella Ruth Sheeber Sorensen
Hannah Grace Merrifield
Pavel Ramos Specht
Brooks Joseph Mikkelsen
Delaney Jo Swan
Katherine Quinn Munro
Samantha Emily Tracewell
Eamonn Needham
Cara Venter
Jesiah Scott Nelson
Maia Emily Kailani Wilson
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News in
Eugene IHS
Eugene IHS is named one of America's
Most Challenging High Schools

Sri Lanka Spring Break 2015

In an article that came out in The Washington
Post in April, Eugene IHS was listed as one of
America's most challenging high schools. The
organization ranks schools through an index
formula that includes, among other things, the
number of IB tests given at a school each year
divided by the number of graduating seniors.
Eugene IHS was ranked 933 out of 2377.
Gail Tsukiyama Presentation
We were extremely fortunate to have Gail
Tsukiyama, renowned author of The Samurai’s
Garden, visit Eugene IHS on March 19, 2015 to
speak to all our freshmen. Students were very
engaged and Gail said it was one of the best
student audiences she had ever spoken to. Thanks
to Wordcrafters, a Eugene nonprofit devoted to
the art of writing, for helping to make this special
event possible.

EUGENE IHS OFFICES:
Eugene IHS @ Churchill
1850 Bailey Hill Road, Eugene, OR 97405 541-790-5225
Eugene IHS @ Sheldon
2455 Willakenzie Road, Eugene, OR 97401 541-790-6636
Eugene IHS @ South
400 East 19th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401 541-790-8030

We would like to extend a special THANK YOU to all parents
who have served in our Eugene IHS Parent Group.
We look forward to seeing you next year and hope new parents will
join us for our ﬁrst fall meeting on September 21, 2015, at 7:00pm
in the Ed Center Auditorium located at 200 N. Monroe Street
in Eugene. This meeting will also include our "Welcome to Eugene IHS"
presentation for any families new to Eugene IHS or for those
who want to know more about our school.
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Student Government
Student Government Rocks!

IHS CELEBRATION

Each year your student government makes the world a
little bit better. It is a fun group that plans and carries out
many activities throughout the year.

On June 8, 2015 we celebrated over 30 years of
international education in the community at the
Eugene IHS Celebration in the Oakway Center
courtyard. The event was organized by our
Eugene IHS student government. There was live
music from our Eugene IHS Student Jazz Band (with
direction from Dan Powell), Sugar in the Raw (a
local string quartet), and Synergy (an a capella group);
a raffle; a silent auction; free henna tattoos; and a cake
walk. Chapala’s, Cafe Yumm, Dickie Yo’s, Johnny
Ocean’s, Mucho Gusto, Mio Sushi, and Ox & Fin
donated 15% of their proceeds during the event to our
school. Parents, students, current and former staff,
and alumni all took part in this special celebration.
Special thanks go out to Dan Powell for organizing
the student jazz band, everyone who donated cakes
for the cake walk, and all of the wonderful parent volunteers, Wade Powell, Lisa Joye, Sophia Dossin and
the Eugene IHS Student Government for organizing
the event.

We manage the T-Shirt Design Contest and then sell
t-shirts. We also have our Penny Wars, a fun way to raise
funds for student government.
Eugene IHS student government is committed to making
a difference in the world. In the past, funds raised from
Eugene IHS student government events have been donated
to the Kiva Foundation, which hosts micro-loans to people
around the world; Heifer International, whose goal is to end
hunger and poverty around the world; and to student-led
organizations. Each year the student government chooses
to raise funds for a different organization or cause.
So watch us do our thing representing all of
Eugene IHS!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

Eugene IHS Student Government Mission Statement:
As Eugene IHS student government, we encourage
awareness, cross-campus unity and student leadership
locally and globally.

Yo u c a n f i n d i n f o r m a t i o n o n u p c o m i n g
Student Government events, including the
Eugene IHS Celebration event. Check it out:
https://www.facebook.com/IHSEugene

Eugene IHS World Cup
Ultimate Tournament 2015
Eugene IHS Student Government sponsored the first-ever
Eugene IHS World Cup Ultimate Tournament on Saturday,
June 6. About 60 students came out to play on 10 teams.
Students new to the game received a mini-lesson. New and
experienced players alike enjoyed a friendly afternoon of
Ultimate fun!

2015-2016 T-shirt information
coming in the fall.
Proceeds go towards Eugene IHS
Student Government.
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Letters to Our Students
To Our Graduating Class of 2015:
You’ve done it! Over the last four years, it may have
sometimes felt as if you were climbing an insurmountable
mountain. But each paper that you wrote, each chapter that
you read, each presentation that you delivered not only took
you a little further up the mountain, but also contributed to
your personal intellectual development and your growth
as a global citizen. Now you stand proudly at the summit,
diploma and medallion in hand. And isn’t it a wonderful
view from here? We hope you will relish this moment and
congratulate yourself on your accomplishments even as
you begin to think about what other mountains you will
scale next.

religions of many regions. At the same time, we also hope
that you leave high school with a heightened affection for
the community of family and friends who have shepherded
you through these years and who will continue to think of
you and support you as you move to new worlds.
Our deep affection goes with you, wherever you may
roam.
The Eugene IHS Staff

We are confident that the strengths you have developed
in your work at Eugene IHS will serve you well whatever
your path may be. As your teachers, our desire has been
to nurture in you a sense of responsibility for your actions
in our global community and an understanding of a world
that goes far beyond the borders of our nation. We have
also striven to help you build critical thinking skills and to
challenge your own assumptions. We hope you have also
developed a sensitive ear for language and an appreciation
of the geography, history, literature, culture, economics, and

Congratulations to our 4.0 seniors:

Eugene IHS ALUMNI

Now that you are alumni of Eugene IHS you can
sign up to be included in our alumni newsletter.
This annual publication comes out in January so
if you would like to be included go to the alumni
page on our website and ﬁll out an alumni
questionnaire. Our 11th annual Eugene
IHS Alumni Newsletter was published
in January, 2015. You can view a copy
on the alumni page on our website at
www.ihs.4j.lane.edu. We look forward to
hearing from you soon.

Zachary Adams
Aubrey Anderson
Mackenzie Barron
Marcus Beals
James Christon
Abbey Curtis
Karlie Donaca
Sarah Dzubay
Gregory Esrig
Edwin Farley
Sarah Hall
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Syrus Jin
Sarah Sujin Kay
Cathlyn Medina
MacKenzie Mendez
Mariah Moore
Kyle Morrison
Guillaume Rebeyrol
Phoebe Rogers
Hannah Tam
Cayla Walker
Leah Yao

Letters to Our Students
To Our Juniors – Class of 2016 – Well done!
Congratulations! You have worked so hard, and we are
very proud of what you have accomplished this year!
In Literature of the Americas, you read dozens of books,
poems and plays by US and Latin American authors such
as Fitzgerald, Cather, Dickinson, Whitman, Frost, Hughes,
Wilson, Neruda, Esquivel, and García Márquez. You wrote
essays and you completed creative projects including personal writing collections, artistic endeavors and role-plays,
and you each gave a 10-minute IB speech on a scholarly
topic for a chosen novel, short story, play or poem.
In History of the Americas, you studied the common
theme of aspiring to the ideals of freedom and equality,
from the meeting of three worlds (Africa, Europe, and the
Indigenous peoples of the Americas), to the independence
movements led by Bolívar, Hidalgo and Thomas Jefferson, to the events of western expansion; from Manifest
Destiny, to the displacement of Native Americans, to the
U.S./Mexican War and the causes, events, and results of the
U.S. Civil War. We hope you “remember the Alamo” and
“remember the Maine,” and remember too that Emiliano
Zapata really did know how to read! As you examined the
topics of women’s rights, civil rights, and worker’s rights,
you also demonstrated higher order thinking skills (HOTS)
and the importance of evaluating the origin, purpose, value,
and limitation (OPVL) of historical sources. Speaking of
acronyms, you also have learned about the ERA, FDR,
SNCC, CIA, and the FDIC in your HOTA class!
As for Economics, you now know about the forces of supply and demand; how unemployment, interest rates, and
inflation, are inter-related; and the differences between a
depression and a recession, inflation and stagnation, trade
deficits and the national debt. Over the course of the year,
you wrote four formal analyses of current economic trends.
Over 100 of you took the IB test!
Here are some things to think about as you move on
to your new status as the senior class of Eugene IHS!
You have worked extremely hard this year, and you deserve a relaxing, fulfilling summer break. As you road
trip, lounge by the pool, earn money at your summer job,
and finally catch up on your non-required reading, please
take a moment to make plans, in advance, of your senior
year. College applications, senior paper writing, and a
challenging senior curriculum will make next fall a very
busy time for you. Therefore, please think about the following this summer:

First, remember that all Eugene IHS students need to earn
at total of 150 CAS hours, including a group project, over
the course of their junior and senior years by next April.
Details about these expectations were provided in class,
and are available on our Eugene IHS website; the most
important thing to remember is that your “senior year”
started on June 10, 2015 (activity, creativity and service
hours for next year can start then too).
Secondly, a rough draft of your senior paper will be due
in early October, and the final draft in November. This
may sound like a long way off, but these deadlines have
a way of sneaking up. It wouldn’t be a bad idea to set
aside a few hours each week this summer to read books
and scholarly articles related to your senior paper (plan
a trip or two or three to the Knight Library); to organize
your ideas and research findings into a meaningful outline;
to meet and correspond regularly with your Technical
Advisor; and, ideally, to begin writing the paper itself.
Getting a significant head start on the senior paper this
summer will greatly reduce your stress level in September
and October, and will enable you to concentrate on college applications, class work, and having a life outside
of school in the fall. In September you will be turning in
your graded blueprint from the end of this year with any
revisions made over the summer and you will write a one
page reflection paper addressing contacts made with your
Technical Advisor – the nature of the contacts, helpfulness,
and plans for the fall.
Finally, remember that local, national and international
events continue to shape our political, social and environmental landscapes. Stay engaged with the world around you
this summer by reading substantive newspapers, magazine
articles, and books. We are blessed with outstanding public
and university libraries in Eugene. We encourage you to use
them frequently, and to share what you have learned there
with peers, parents, and community members alike.
Your junior teachers are so proud of you, and the senior
team is excited about greeting our new group of students
and look forward to seeing you in the fall!
Thanks for a great year, and have a wonderful summer!
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Letters to Our Students
To Our Sophomores – Class of 2017:
In Values and Beliefs, Literature and the Arts, and
Global History, the core coursework for the Eugene IHS
sophomore year remains an exploration of some of the
world’s most profound issues and questions. Values and
Beliefs provides a journey through many of humanity’s
religious systems, seeking an understanding of the common questions and differing answers that those systems of
thought and belief offer to their adherents. Global History
provides a glimpse at some of the major events and ideas
that have shaped Europe and Asia’s history. Literature
and the Arts gives students a human prism with which
to catch the light of human experience through the craft
of writing.
Third trimester attention turned to Asia. Students traced the
history of Ancient India to the struggle for independence
in the early 20th Century. Later, they examined the inexorable rise and fall of empires in dynastic China. Finally,

teachers introduced students to the deeper analysis that IB
will require by guiding them through a historical investigation. In literature, they danced with Buvan and waited
for the monsoon. In Nectar in a Sieve, they followed the
travails of Rukmani. They adapted short stories from
China and created stunning and meaningful films. Values
and Beliefs guided them on a spiritual quest through the
Mahabharata (“Look at my thigh!”) and probed the mind
of Buddha.
The entire tenth grade team has found the sophomore class
to be a generous, creative group of young men and women
amazing us with their kindness and talents. Teaching and
learning sustains our hope for the future. Thank you, and
may you continue to bless our staff and the world beyond
Eugene IHS with your passion for ideas.
The Tenth Grade Team: Amy Duncan, Jocelyn Harley,
Joanne Heidel, David Inouye, Lisa Joye, Brian Kuzma,
Suzie McLauchlin, Christine Pettingill, Wade Powell,
Nazia Swartz, and Kyle Yamada

Eurasian Conference 2015

Technical Advisors Needed!

Do you have an expertise in one or several areas of study? Do
you want to understand the senior paper process better? Are
you willing to spend time mentoring a high school student?
Then, consider becoming a technical advisor!

“Nothing prepares you better for
success than Eugene IHS!”
--Sarah (Withrow) King,
Class of 1996

Currently, technical advisors are needed in many different
subject areas, across all campuses. Please call your Eugene
IHS campus today and lend your support to a Eugene IHS
junior who is just beginning the research process!
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Letters to Our Students
To Our Freshmen– Class of 2018:
Thank you for joining us on our world tour as we explored
issues such as courage, honor, justice, revolution, and the
global community’s response to change.
Geography eventually studied the location of every country
in the world, and learned terms that will help you in Global
History, History of the Americas, and 20th Century History.
You made a plethora of maps, and became an expert on the
geography of the world. As a globetrotter, you stepped into
the shoes of citizens of the world looking at population, as
you explored issues of development in our world.
We started our journey through Global Literature with a
travel and short story unit where we read the good, the
bad, and the funny about traveling the world. We honed
our writing skills and quickly realized how big the world
can be when we open up to it. We traveled next to the
“land down under” where we learned about Aboriginal
beliefs and perspectives and how colonization changed
Australia. Then we were off to Japan with Gail Tsukiyama’s
The Samurai’s Garden focusing on Japanese culture, and
themes of healing and beauty. The novel, short stories,
songs, and poetry of African writers gave context and
depth to the experiences of colonization and apartheid
and taught us about the power of beliefs and the ability to
imagine a better world, just as Nelson Mandela did. We
then looked at hope and resilience in the Holocaust unit,
which included Night by Elie Wiesel, and concluded with
the “Expressions of the Holocaust” art gallery exhibit.
Finally, we explored the world of drama to end the year
off right! Woven into these days we enjoyed art and music
and vibrant discussion.

Your experiences in Global Health were rich and varied.
You explored such relevant issues as personal, mental, and
physical health as well as focusing on global health issues
such as disease prevention, healthy eating, water issues,
and millennium goals. Thank you for taking such good
care of yourselves and of each other.
The ninth grade team would like to thank you for your
inquisitive spirit, your caring for each other and the world,
and your commitment to international education. We wish
you a safe and relaxing summer, and all the best for your
10th grade year.
The Ninth Grade Team: Emily Gerrity, Carol Dillard,
Josh Hamill, Gus Peterson, David Inouye, Wade Powell,
Deon Saraceno, and Janice Ketsche

Eugene IHS staff e-mail addresses 2014-2015

To send an e-mail to any of the addresses below, add:
Marilyn Curtis
Carol Dillard
Amy Duncan
Peggy Farris
Emily Gerrity
Lynne Given
Joshua Hamill
Jocelyn Harley
Joanne Heidel

(curtis_m)
(dillard_c)
(duncan_a)
(farris)
(gerrity_e)
(given)
(hamill)
(harley_j)
(heidel_j)

Lubos Hubata-Vacek(vacek_l)
Kreg Hulings
(hulings_k)
David Inouye
(inouye)
Suzanne Jarvis
(jarvis)
Lisa Joye
(joye_l)
Janice Ketsche
(ketsche_j)
Brian Kuzma
(kuzma_b)
Suzie McLauchlin (mclauchlin_l)
Patrick McMullen (mcmullen)
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@4j.lane.edu
Melanie Namkoong
Gus Peterson
Christine Pettingill
Wade Powell
Deon Saraceno
Jessica Schabtach
Don Squires
Nazia Swartz
Kyle Yamada

(namkoong)
(peterson_g)
(pettingill)
(powell_w)
(saraceno_d)
(schabtach)
(squires_d)
(swartz_n)
(yamada)

IB News
To IB Candidates, Teachers, and Parents:
Congratulations to all IB course and diploma candidates
in the class of 2015! The three weeks of testing in May were
hectic and intense, but you handled the pressure with grace
and composure. I hope this summer affords all of you a welldeserved opportunity for rest and rejuvenation.
We were pleased to recognize all our IB diploma candidates
at this year’s Farewell Assembly. We presented all our IB
diploma candidates with special IB stoles to wear at graduation to commemorate all of their hard work and achievements.
These were the 69 students who successfully completed all
of the extensive requirements of the IB diploma program.
We also presented two special awards for excellence to
two of our diploma candidates. Hannah Tam receive the
Outstanding IB CAS award and Syrus Jin received the award
for Outstanding IB Diploma Candidate. Congratulations to
all our IB students!
Thank you, IB teachers!! A huge thank you to the teachers
who prepared our students to test in literature, history, economics, mathematics, math studies, biology, physics, French,
Spanish, and Japanese. I’d like to acknowledge these teachers for all the extra effort they have taken during the year to
assign and score the internal assessments and offer review
sessions to help students prepare for the tests. Special thanks
also to Jessica Schabtach, Jocelyn Harley, and Gus Peterson
who helped proctor exams. Thank you all!!
Thank you, parent volunteers!! Administering all the IB
exams requires the help of a small army of people. Thank
you, Kathy Ruggles, for your work in recruiting parent
volunteers!
IB requires that we have a teacher to proctor exams and enough
volunteers that we have a ratio of one adult per 25 students.
We tested 121 students in Economics alone, which meant that
we needed five adults for just that one exam, an exam that is
administered during two separate test sessions! We could not
have staffed the tests without the support and dedication of
our parent volunteers. A grateful thank you to: Sue Anderson,
Margaret Beals, Hali Burley, Linda Fossum, Nancy Johnson,
Penny Klein, Michelle Mikkelson, Allen Mullen, Kristen Natt,
Kim O’Brien, Karen Richards, Nicole Schmidt, and Judy Shaw.
Many of you brought the expertise of prior exam experience,
several of you volunteered for multiple exams, and some of
you helped out despite no longer having a student in Eugene
IHS. Deep thanks to all of you!
Thank you, Melanie Namkoong!! Melanie’s expertise and
wisdom helped to assure that our IB year started off smoothly
with counseling and registration. Melanie then jumped right
in and helped organize the exams and prepared international
mailings for all our internal assessments and IB exams. She

10

made reminder calls to volunteers, e-mailed students each
night with test reminders, and remained a pillar of calmness
and serenity throughout the entire IB test season.
Thank you, Harvest Community Church and Emerald
Bible Fellowship!! I would also like to thank the wonderful
people at Harvest Community Church and Emerald Bible
Fellowship. They opened their doors to us for testing and
provided our students with quality exam environments. Their
attention to all of the details, such as heat, appropriate seating,
and their respect for our need for quiet surroundings, was
thoughtful. We are most grateful!
Thank you to Jocelyn Harley!! Finally, I would like to thank
Jocelyn Harley, not only for helping this year with IB testing,
but for taking on the role of IB Coordinator. Serving as IB
Coordinator has been one of the most fulfilling aspects of
my career in education. I have loved working with the entire
IB community! I believe deeply in the importance of the IB
diploma program as a keystone in our district and, as I move
into retirement, I feel complete confidence that Jocelyn will
maintain the strength and integrity of the program.
To Parents of Incoming Juniors and Seniors:
1. MARK YOUR CALENDARS! IB Parent Information
Night will be on October 1, 2015 at 7:00 PM, in the Ed
Center Auditorium. This is geared towards parents of juniors,
but everyone is welcome.
2. IB Parent Handbooks will be handed out at the IB Parent
Information Night and will also be available after that night
at any of the Eugene IHS offices and on our website.
3. Class counseling sessions are offered in your student’s
Eugene IHS classes at the end of sophomore year, the beginning
of junior year, and the beginning of senior year. We will also
provide individual counseling for interested juniors starting
the first week in October.
4. We have a Eugene IHS/IB website that can be accessed
at www.ihs.4j.lane.edu.
The International Baccalaureate is becoming more widely
known among university communities and across the country.
IB scores are being accepted for college credit by an increasing
number of universities. Now nearly every North American
university has a credit policy regarding IB and increasingly
gives weight to IB in determining admissions. We hope that your student will
seriously consider participation in IB
as we enter into the new school year.
It is a decision that should, ultimately,
be made by the student, but advice
and encouragement from a parent is
always helpful. We hope to see you
this fall.

CAS
(Creativity, Activity and Service)
Beginning Junior Year
Welcome to… Creativity, Activity and
Service in Eugene IHS!
“We cannot live for ourselves alone. Our lives are connected by
a thousand invisible threads, and along these sympathetic fibers,
our actions run as causes and return to us as results.”
– Melville
From its beginning, Eugene International High School has made
experiential learning a part of our identity. We are committed
to Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS) as an aspect of an
international studies curriculum, for it is one more way students
gain confidence and knowledge in a broader world than home
and school.
In undertaking CAS during the junior and senior year, students
derive many benefits, both practical and altruistic. The activities
and experiences in which students are involved can be more fully
developed both in service to the community and in exploring
student interest and potential via creativity and action.
What is CAS?
CAS is a fundamental aspect of the Eugene IHS experience.
The emphasis of CAS is on new and experiential learning. It is
designed to involve students in new roles, and explore ways in
which current activities can become true learning experiences.
The emphasis is on learning by doing real tasks that have tangible outcomes and then reflecting on these experiences. The
ultimate goal of CAS is to nurture life-long learners who seek
new opportunities and challenges, balance personal and academic
pursuits, act with integrity, responsibility and compassion, and
who value diversity, ambiguity and discovery to create a better
and more peaceful world.
Creativity: Exploring or extending ideas related to an original
or interpretive product or performance (IB Creativity, Activity,
Service Guide, page 8). Creativity in CAS provides students with
the opportunity to explore their own sense of original thinking
and expression. Creativity will come from the student’s talents,
interests, passions, emotional responses, and imagination; the
form of expression is limitless. This may include visual and
performing arts, digital design, writing, film, culinary arts, crafts
and composition. Students are encouraged to engage in creative
endeavors that move them beyond the familiar, broadening
their scope from conventional to unconventional thinking (IB
Creativity, Activity, Service Guide, page 18). In a student’s CAS
program, creativity fosters an appreciation for the arts.
Activity: Physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle. The
aim of the ‘Activity’ strand is to promote lifelong healthy habits
related to physical well-being. Pursuits may include individual
and team sports, aerobic exercise, dance, outdoor recreation,
fitness training, and any other form of physical exertion that
purposefully contributes to a healthy lifestyle. Students are encouraged to participate at an appropriate level and on a regular
basis to provide a genuine challenge and benefit (IB Creativity,
Activity, Service Guide, page 19). In a student’s CAS program,
activity focuses on the physical, and thus, mental, well being
of the student.
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Service: Collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an authentic need. The aim of the ‘Service’
strand is for students to understand their capacity to make a
meaningful contribution to their community and society. Through
service, students develop and apply personal and social skills in
real-life situations involving decision-making, problem-solving,
initiative, responsibility, and accountability for their actions.
Service is often seen as one of the most transforming elements
of CAS by promoting students’ self-awareness, offering diverse
occasions for interactions and experiences and opportunities for
international-mindedness (IB Creativity, Activity, Service Guide,
page 20). In a student’s CAS program, service is an unpaid and
voluntary community contribution and focuses on an endeavor
beyond a student’s current experience.
Students in Eugene International High School will complete 150
hours of CAS activities over the course of junior and senior years:
100 hours of service, and a reasonable balance between creativity
and activity for the additional 50 hours. Hours must be concurrent over two years and should reflect an ongoing commitment
to the principles of the CAS Learning Outcomes.
Immersion students:
• French Immersion students must complete a minimum of 50
of the 100 required CAS hours in a setting where the French
language is primarily used.
• Spanish Immersion students must complete a minimum of 50
of the 100 required CAS hours in a setting where the Spanish
language is primarily used.

CAS Program Requirements
The CAS experience is personal and should meet the needs of
each individual student, though certain program requirements
must be met. CAS students are required to:
•
Set personal goals for what you will achieve through
CAS;
•
Plan and participate in a range of activities and projects, and
then reflect on these activities;
•
Communicate with your Seminar teacher at various points
during the junior and senior year to assess progress and
measure outcomes;
•
Maintain records of CAS activities and achievements via
the ManageBac website. For each CAS activity you must:
1) Get approval from your seminar teacher
2) Complete the activity
3) Have your supervisor verify the activity via
ManageBac
4) Complete a reflection showing evidence of CAS
learning outcomes in ManageBac
Once you have finished these steps in order, your seminar
teacher will mark the activity as complete. A supervisor must
be an individual over the age of 18 and, for service hours only,
may not be a parent or guardian.
•
Show evidence of achievement of the eight CAS learning
outcomes via reflection and recording of hours:
•
Submit hours and reflections at regular intervals over
the course of two years via ManagBac.
Con((Continued on page 12)

CAS Program Requirements
(Continued from page 11)

Complete a minimum of 15 CAS hours each trimester
for a total of 150 CAS hours by April of the senior
year. Hours earned after July 1st of the summer
between sophomore and junior year and during
the entire summer between junior and senior year
count towards the first trimester of each year
•
Complete 15 hours of service for first trimester of
junior year to fulfill state graduation requirements
Students will participate in a student-initiated group
project. Students should identify a problem or issue in
their local community and devise and execute a plan to
address the situation. The Group Project must:
•
Be student initiated;
•
Include at least two of the three CAS components—
creativity, activity and/or service;
•
Incorporate a group of at least three people;
•
Count individual strands towards the entire 150 hour
requirement, e.g., for a 20 hour project, a student might
count 8 hours of creativity and 12 hours of service,
not 20 hours of both;
•
Be completed any time during junior or senior year.
•
There is no limit on hours for the group project,
but students should reflect accurately and honestly on
activities undertaken. The Seminar teacher will
determine final value of the work.
•
School pageants such as Mr. Lancer, Mr. Irish, and
Mr. Axeman do not count as group projects.
•

•

Students are expected to report hours accurately and honestly.
Students who misrepresent hours, signatures, approvals, or
placements forfeit any honor or award and may jeopardize
their high school graduation.
For more information please refer to the CAS Handbook available
online on the Eugene IHS website at www.ihs.4j.lane.edu.

Recording Your CAS Requirements Online
Through ManageBac
Eugene IHS uses an on-line portfolio system to track student
progress towards Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS)
requirements.
Students can get to the ManageBac login screen at:
https://eugene.managebac.com/login or through the link on
the Eugene IHS website at: www.ihs.4j.lane.edu. Your student
has already been introduced and received login information
to ManageBac.
Please take a moment to log onto the site with your student to
see how ManageBac will be able to support students as they
continue to work towards completion of their CAS goals,
including tracking progress towards the specific learning
outcomes.

Attention Juniors and Seniors (classes of 2016 & 2017)
*Important Notice: The Eugene IHS Diploma*
Earning the Eugene International High School diploma:
Students who successfully complete the Eugene International High School curriculum receive an honorary Eugene
International High School diploma, in addition to an official high school diploma. To earn the Eugene International
High School diploma, students must:
1. Complete grades eleven and twelve in Eugene International High School with passing grades.
2. Complete three years of world language study.
3. Complete 150 hours of CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service).
4. Satisfy requirements for high school graduation.
*A year of study abroad may substitute for either the junior or senior Eugene IHS coursework toward earning the
Eugene International High School diploma.
Eugene IHS students who have not met the requirements for the Eugene IHS diploma may still participate in the
Eugene IHS graduation ceremony if they meet their host school’s requirements for participation in the host school’s
graduation ceremony.
.
Early Graduation: Eugene IHS juniors who plan to graduate early from their host schools at the end of junior year
must complete the year of Eugene IHS courses in Comparative Political and Economic Systems IB, History of the
Americas IB, Literature of the Americas IB, and Junior Seminar, must meet all host school graduation requirments,
and must work with their counselors on a district-approved early graduation plan. Early graduation does not qualify
the student for the Eugene IHS diploma.
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International
Opportunities
Nicaragua Summer Exchange
Opportunities listed on page 13
and 14 are organized and offered
by private individuals, groups,
businesses, or non-profits. They are
not sponsored by Eugene IHS or
the 4J School District.

We still have openings - join our high school exchange to
colonial Nicaragua! Flexible dates - Airfare included.
The Nicaragua Summer
Exchange prepares high
school students with the
skills to live, learn and work
in Latin America. Discover
the dynamics of local youth
and empower your Spanish
“people skills” with the
ability to connect and collaborate. From your host family to our host high schools
you’ll enjoy this rewarding opportunity to interact as a
local high school student. Hosted in colonial Granada, the
Nicaragua Summer Exchange is Latin Americas true high
school immersion experience.

Last chance this year: host an Italian
student; your child is invited to Italy!
Visit our website at www.ergon-se.org
The application deadline for 4J international students is
approaching, so this is the last time we’ll ask this year if
you would like to host an Italian student during the 201516 school year.
Ergon Student Exchange seeks families to host a
16-17 year-old Italian student during the 2015-16 school
year. Ergon’s program ensures a true cross-cultural
opportunity: Italian families offer to your son or
daughter a direct exposure to Italian culture through an
all-expenses paid summer vacation. Ergon sponsors the
flight! Many parents have been particularly interested in
sharing their homes with someone from Italy and having the
chance for their own son or daughter to vacation abroad.
We specialize in a rigorous selection process and
carefully match students with host families. This
year we have students attending South Eugene High
School and would be delighted to have students at
other 4J schools. Attending school in Eugene has been an
excellent experience for students and host families.
IHS and other Eugene high school host families
are happy to share their experiences with you.
Please email Kim O’Brien, Eugene coordinator, at
kobrien334@comcast.net and visit our website at www.
ergon-se.org.
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Affordable, all -inclusive, and chaperoned! Contact us for
more information: www.highschoolspanish.org or contact
Ilba Prego, Director, Nicaragua Summer Exchange 2015,
1.888.674.0408

Host a student from Chile!
Study in Chile! 2015-2016
Short-term, “reciprocal” exchange: You will host a student
from Chile during winter term 2015, and you study in Chile
during spring term or summer of 2016, and live with the
student that you hosted.
Personal care: We are a local and small organization and
work with 4-5 students at a time to ensure each student is
given personal attention and care. We select our students
and families carefully.
Would you like to find out more? Please contact Sachi:
oregonadventure@icloud.com
http://oregonadventure.weebly.com

International
Opportunities
Reach the World Right Where
You Are…Become a Host Family!

Donate to the Eugene
IHS Travel Trunk!

Discover the rewarding world of hosting students
in your own home this summer!

We have started a “Travel Trunk” for
Eugene IHS student travelers in need
of assistance. Our goal is to collect
donations of travel items that students
may check out. If you have any items you would like to
donate, including, but not limited to, backpacks, money
belts, lightweight active clothing, hiking boots, etc., please
drop them off in one of our Eugene IHS offices or contact
Deon Saraceno at saraceno_d@4j.lane.edu. Thanks for
supporting our young world travelers.

What: Middle and High School Age Chinese
Students participating in the 19th bi-annual
Music/English Camps at the University of
Oregon
When: July 20-27 and July 23-30
*Possible Addiional Dates TBD
Note: The host family provides transportation, breakfast and dinner on weekdays; 3 meals a day on the
weekend and occasional sack lunches. Students may
share a room but must have their own bed. Students
spend only evenings and the weekend at home. Host
families are strongly encouraged to take 2 students.
Stipend*: $125/person for 7 nights or
$250 for two people
*Stipend should cover expenses for meals, transportation, laundry and all activities. The number of days may
vary slightly due to travel arrangements; stipend will be
prorated accordingly.

If you are interested in finding
other study abroad organizations
you can find a list of those
who participated in our
International Study Abroad
Fair on our website at:
www.ihs.4j.lane.edu,
under “links.”

Website: www.gpyinternational.org
Contact: luannlangford@gpyinternational.org or
phone 541.517.5915 for additional details

Check out the Eugene IHS WEBSITE
for information about Eugene IHS and
current events and announcements:

We are looking forward to having YOUR family
join in the fun with US!

www.ihs.4j.lane.edu
Other We b s i t e s
www.4j.lane.edu (4J school information)
www.ibo.org (International Baccalaureate home page)
http://ohc.uoregon.edu (Oregon Humanities Center - click on
“events” for a list of activities at the UO)
www.worldoregon.org (World Affairs Council of Oregon)
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Eugene IHS Summer
Reading Suggestions

Note: These are not required readings, but merely suggestions
to get acquainted with the reading level for each grade.
Recommended for fall JUNIORS:

Recommended for fall SENIORS:

Daughter of Fortune
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
The Black Flower
The Bullies of Wall Street
New Ideas from Dead Economists
In Sunlight, In a Beautiful Garden
Any novel
Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay
Invisible Man
Any novel
Their Eyes Were Watching God
The Return of Depression Economics and
the Crisis of 2008
Alex Haley and Malcom X The Autobiography of Malcolm X
Martin Luther King Jr.
Letters and speeches
Garcia Marquez Any novel
Morrison
Beloved
Song of Solomon
Senna
Caucasia
Shaara
Killer Angels
Twain
Any novel
Winik
April 1865: The Month That Saved America

19th and 20th Century Novels:
Austen
Any Jane Austen novel
Bronte, C
Jane Eyre
Chopin
The Awakening
Dickens
Any Dickens novel
Dostoevsky
Crime and Punishment
The Brothers Karamazov
Ellison
Invisible Man
Erdrich
Any Louise Erdrich novel
Flaubert
Madame Bovary
Hemingway
A Farewell to Arms
Old Man and the Sea
In Our Time
Huxley
Brave New World
Kesey
One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest
Sometimes a Great Notion
Morrison
Any Toni Morrison novel
Walker
The Color Purple
Wharton
Age of Innocence
Ethan Frome
The House of Mirth

Allende
Angelou
Bahr
Blair
Buccholz
Cambor
Cather
Chabon
Ellison
Faulkner
Hurston
Krugman

Poetry by Maya Angelou, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Edgar Allan
Poe, Phillip Levine, Li-Young Lee, Adrienne Rich

Recommended for fall SOPHOMORES:

This coming fall, sophomores will be studying the history,
literature, religions, and philosophies of Western civilization, the Middle East, India, and China. The following list
is offered as opportunities to stretch your mind in areas
relevant to your studies in Eugene IHS next year. Enjoy!
– The Tenth Grade Team
Behind the Beautiful Forevers
Traitor’s Daughter
Wild Swans
Mistress of Spice
(or another novel by Divakaruni)
Homer
The Iliad
The Odyssey
Khaled Hosseini The Kite Runner
Christine Mathieu Leaving Mother Lake: A Girlhood
at the Edge of the World
Lisa See
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
Shakespeare
Any Play (preferably see one, also)
Poems of Rabindranath Tagore
Katherine Boo
J.C. Carleson
Jung Chang
Divakaruni
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Recommended for incoming FRESHMEN:

Albom
The Five People You Meet in Heaven
Alvarez
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
Anaya
Bless Me: Ultima
Pearl Buck
The Good Earth
Griffin
Black Like Me
Houston
Farewell to Manzanar
Lee
To Kill A Mockingbird
Opdyke
In My Hands
Potok
My Name is Asher Lev
Any non-fiction travel book

EUGENE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 4J
EUGENE INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
200 NORTH MONROE STREET
EUGENE OR 97402-4295

Eugene IHS Fall Calendar Dates ...
September 9
September 15
September 21
October 1
October 2
October 13
October 15
October 22

Classes Begin - A DAY
Eugene IHS Site Council Meeting
South Eugene, Rm 538
4:15pm
Welcome to Eugene IHS/
Ed Center Auditorium
7:00pm
Eugene IHS Parent Group meeting*
(for new families and those who want to learn more about Eugene IHS)
IB Parent Information Night
Ed Center Auditorium
7:00pm
(mainly for parents of juniors)
Eugene IHS Opening Assembly
South Eugene, Auditorium
Eugene IHS Site Council Meeting
South Eugene, Rm 538
4:15pm
IB Fees and Registrations Due
International Study Abroad Fair Churchill Cafeteria
7:00pm

*New parents are always welcome to attend the Eugene IHS Parent Group meetings.
The Ed. Center Parr Room, and Auditorium, is located at 200 N. Monnroe.

Note: Information will come from host schools
regarding schedules for registration day
and the first day of classes.
Please consult your high school's and the district's calendars for other important events.
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