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As global citizens at Eugene International High School, we aspire to value diversity,
ambiguity, and discovery––and to act with responsibility, integrity, and compassion.
These aspects are at the heart of what we strive to achieve in
Eugene IHS. In countless newsletter articles we’ve outlined
for you our commitment to these ideals, and our intention
of delivering an international studies curriculum to every
student. And, more than this, our structure and our model
are what allow us to present our mission and philosophy to
our community—our strength is as one district-wide schoolwithin-a-school, available to all students, with one staff
committed to the vision.

Celebrating Twenty-Five Years
By Courtney Leonard, Head Teacher

Welcome to the 6th annual Eugene IHS alumni newsletter! We
hope this alumni newsletter is useful, informative and inspiring
and continues to connect you to the Eugene IHS community.
As we read through your stories and letters and receive your
pictures via the alumni survey, it is always exciting to hear
about your lives—so many of you have spent time abroad,
living and working. Many more of you have made “internationalism” an aspect of your careers and daily lives—we’d like
to think your current global outlook must have been shaped at
least somewhat by your experience in Eugene IHS, no matter your proximity to high school. In short, you have made,
and are making, the most of life’s opportunities and we are
proud to have shared in some small part of your experience.

We acknowledge the tremendous spirit and tenacity of those
who founded Eugene IHS in 1984 and those students who
experienced the ﬁrst years of Eugene IHS. The original
commitment to both the philosophy and model has endured,
while shifting to accommodate a new generation of students
and teachers, and a new nation-wide focus on the importance
of international education.
The importance of international education is reaching a national audience. Eugene IHS grew out of a national initiative
ﬁrst presented in the late 1970s, many school districts and
states are only now acknowledging the challenge of the global
age, and are moving to “internationalize” curriculum. The
impetus comes from three different areas—an increasingly
globalized economy, the crisis of national and international
security, and the necessity of preparing citizens to participate
meaningfully, nationally and internationally, politically, and
socially.

Creating vision and seizing opportunity—
Eugene IHS continues to be one of the best schools in
which to learn and teach, and this year, we will celebrate our 25th year as a school in international studies.
Much has changed in Eugene IHS, but much has remained
the same. Our focus centers on educating students for a
global age, with an emphasis on communicative language
as a deﬁning aspect of international education. We strive
to engage all of our students in learning about Asia, Africa,
Latin America, and the Middle East, about international
affairs through our curriculum, and through partnerships with
other countries and local organizations.
In our twenty-ﬁve years of existence, we have never waivered from offering a rigorous, challenging curriculum that
integrates international content across core subject areas
and grade levels, emphasizing world languages, engaging
students in learning about the world outside of core subjects,
in extracurricular activities; service; and summer programs,
forming partnerships that support the international dimension
of our school and providing measures of student success via
International Baccalaureate, including proﬁciency in world
languages.

(Continued on Page 2)
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CELEBRATING TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
These imperatives have provided a strong rationale for
Eugene IHS over the course of our history, which continues
to present day. In this twenty-ﬁfth year, we are also being
reviewed by the Eugene School District 4-J to determine the
extent to which our mission and philosophy remain unique to
the school, and the extent to which students can access our
school. We are proud to share our successes with the school
board, of which you are an enormous part. We plan to share
with the board your experience, comments, and commitment
to international studies, and as a school, we will continue our
endeavors to increase the international dimensions of our
classrooms and constantly assess the extent to which we are
preparing students for a global age.

(Cont’d from Page 1)

A message to the Eugene IHS Staff from
Courtney Leonard, Head Teacher
Subject: Re:Our students
Dear all:
As images from Haiti pour in, it’s been hard not be
discouraged by the challenges that country faces in
the coming months, and to hope for the very best in
an international response.
I want you to know, though, how much our students
have been inspired over the last week, and that despite
the desperate news, have found ways to respond in
a time of need...

It is a tribute to the hard work and commitment of our community of alumni and their families, our teachers, and district
ofﬁcials, both past and present, that we are able to offer our
unique program to all students in our district. We look forward to the future of Eugene IHS, and remain thankful to our
alumni for your continued interest and support.

... a 10th grade FI student calling upon the FI community to support another francophone country by setting
up an account for donations via Mercy Corps...
... juniors brainstorming to create an evening fundraising event for our community...
... 9th grade students deciding to hold a bake sale to
be able to send funds to Haiti...
Our students are inspired by your compassion and
awareness of the world. Under your guidance, they
are evolving as global citizens!
So, in the dreary days of January, amidst the piles of
grading, and challenging content, take heart in the
light that stems from teachers and students working
to make a difference in the world.
Love,
Courtney

Traditions in Eugene IHS
Eugene IHS Picinc
Eugene Celebration Parade
Opening Assembly
Art Beneﬁt Sale
International Study Abroad Fair
Model United Nations (MUN)
Penny War
Meeting of Great Peacemakers
9th Grade African Celebration
Eugene IHS Film Festival
Community Service Fair
Eurasian Conference
Gatsby Ball
Swansong
Farewell Assembly

EUGENE IHS FACTOID #1:
The Eugene IHS Picnic has become a traditional
event to start off the beginning of the school year.
Every year, about the second week in September,
all Eugene IHS students and their families are
invited to a picnic held in Alton Baker Park to
meet teachers, play games, and celebrate. We
want to encourage alumni to attend this event as
well. Please check the Eugene IHS website in
early September for the date.
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EUGENE IHS HAPPENINGS
The Eugene IHS Literary Magazine: Swansong

The Gatsby Ball

Swansong 2009 Release Party
It was standing room only at Tsunami Books on Thursday,
June 4 in celebration of the second issue of Eugene IHS’s
Literary Review, Swansong.

The Gatsby Ball has become an annual tradition in Eugene
IHS. This celebration of Fitzgerald’s novel, The Great
Gatsby, included music of the period, dance lessons, and
character costume competitions. The third annual Gatsby
Ball for Eugene IHS juniors was held on Friday, June 5
from 7:00-8:00 pm at the historic Shelton-McMurphy
Johnson house.

While nibbling on cake and cookies, the crowd eagerly
listened to students read work they had published in the
magazine. These readings were interwoven with musical
performances by Taylor Williams.
In total, Swansong published the work of over 40 students
within its 120 pages in its 2009 edition. The advisor,
Pamela McCarty, could not be more proud of her student
editors (Caroline Bauer, editor-in-chief, Sam Brandt,
Caroline Wang, Rachel Edson, Aaron Matney, Shane
Butler and Sarah Appelbaum and junior shadows: Rachel
Grudzien, Amy Poeschel and Phoebe Sheldon-Young). For
the second year in a row, Swansong has achieved a high
ranking from the National Council of Teachers of English
(NCTE). Swansong 2009 received a rank of “Excellent.”

Swansong 2010
In its third year of existence, the Eugene IHS Literary Review, Swansong, is once again encouraging all Eugene IHS
students to submit their creative work for publication.
Submissions are now being evaluated by Swansong’s new
group of seniors: editor-in-chief Xiaolu Liu (SEHS), poetry
editor Phoebe Sheldon-Young (SEHS), prose editor Natasha
Krasen (SHS), art editor Ivy Chen (CHS), copy and layout
editor Rachel Grudzien (SHS), web editor Torin Rudeen
(SEHS), and publicity director Amy Poeschl (CHS). These
seniors are also working with junior assistant editors from
each campus.
On a cold, cold night in December, hardy souls gathered at
Tsunami Book Store for music, art, and poetry at an open
mic night sponsored by Swansong. The creativity and
bravery of our students is always remarkable.
Once again, the magazine will be published at the beginning of June and distributed to all graduating seniors at the
Farewell Assembly in June.
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Every year the Gatsby Ball continues to be more successful than the year before, this year was no exception.
Select students won the costume competition for their best
Gatsby, Daisy, Tom, Myrtle and George Wilson, Jordan
Baker, and Nick and Meyer Wolfsheim. Students had a
wonderful time socializing with their teachers who were
also in period costume: Jessica Schabtach, Jess Land,
Christine Pettingill, Steve Smith, Pamela McCarty, Amy
Duncan, and Craig Wiebe. Chaperone Mark Lewis was also
dressed in costume complete with top hat, miscellaneous
accents, and war stories to boot! This event was planned
by students, and couldn’t have been possible without the
help of Soﬁa Nakhnikian-Weintraub.

EUGENE IHS HAPPENINGS
Eugene IHS Student Government--Get
Involved!!!

2010 Eurasian Conference
AND
African Celebration
Funded!

Eugene IHS Student Government is committed to making a difference in the world. We have chosen the Kiva
Foundation to host our micro-loans to people around the
world. Each year we hold the cross-campus Penny Wars
to generate funds for worthy programs. This year we have
a fundraising goal of an additional $350.00.

Craig Wiebe’s proposal “2010 Eurasian
Conference” was awarded $1,850 on Nov. 9 by
the EEF board of directors and Caleb Kostechka’s
proposal for the African Celebration was awarded
$2,000 in December.

We are challenging Eugene IHS parents from each campus
to match our fundraising activities to compliment our ability to help our program have a real impact.

Gifts to the Eugene Education Fund made possible
51 grants so far, and more may be sponsored by
year end. Details are at www.eef.lane.edu.

Please visit the Kiva site at kiva.org to see how we use
our resources in this wonderful world.

Grant support is in addition to donor-earmarked gifts
parents and neighbors make through EEF. This
steady support means our kids get wider opportunity
and more individual attention.

Contact our president Joseph Houck, or our advisor Wade
Powell (powell_w@4j.lane.edu) if you have questions.
Below are just a few of the people we have helped
so far.

Some of our dreams remain unfulﬁlled. If you have
not already made a gift this year, would you consider
doing so now?
Make your check payable to “Eugene IHS EEF” and
mail it to EEF, P.O. Box 1015, Eugene OR, 97440,
or bring it to our ofﬁce.
You can also contribute by credit card or monthly
bank transfers. For more information call David
Meredith at 343-6877.

2009-2010 EUGENE IHS
T-SHIRTS
Short sleeve shirts—$10

Eugene IHS t-shirts are
on sale in the Eugene
IHS ofﬁces.

MAIN EVENTS FOR
STUDENT GOVERNMENT:

This year's Eugene IHS t-shirt
was designed by South Eugene
senior Ellen Wang.

Eugene IHS T-Shirt Design Contest
Eugene IHS Film Festival
Eugene IHS Cross-Campus Penny Wars
Eugene IHS Spring Dance
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EUGENE IHS HAPPENINGS
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE, SEPTEMBER 21ST
Date: 9/21/09
To: Eugene IHS Staff
From: Courtney Leonard, Head Teacher
Subject: International Day of Peace

Date: 9/21/09
To: Eugene IHS Staff
From: Jackie Owens, 9th Grade Global Literature
Subject: International Day of Peace

Dear all: I wanted to share with you a lovely experience we
had this morning at Sheldon High School with our morning
sections on this International Day of Peace.

On International Day of Peace freshman Global Literature
classes read “Sharing in Africa” by Peace Corps volunteer
Mike Tidwell, stationed in Zaire (now the Democratic
Republic of the Congo) from 1985 until 1987. They discussed
travel and peace, and food and peace. The story deals with
rural communities in Zaire and they were taking care of each
others’ food needs while Tidwell was there (sharing with each
other-- to the point that he had to confront his own cultural
values around stinginess...he was shocked to see/experience
people who “had so little” share so much).

After showing the peaceoneday.org video, my seniors
decided they wanted to commemorate the day in any way
possible. It seemed too quick to get a soccer game organized, so we decided we would take a photo and post it to
the peaceoneday.org Facebook page. This idea quickly
spread-- why not all the morning senior sections? Why not
the juniors? How about the 9th and 10th grade students
with whom we share a hallway? Can’t forget the language
teachers! Students quickly organized, sending out emissaries to each classroom so that each student and teacher
could join us in the courtyard at a speciﬁed time.

At our Opening Assembly, which
we tied into International Day
of Peace, Eugene IHS students
donated over 250 pounds of food to
FOOD For Lane County-- enough
to provide over 200 meals for
one month in our city.

At 10:10am, more than 200 students gathered on the
steps in front of the library to pose for peace. Despite a
non-functioning camera-- quickly remedied by a prepared
student-- we cheered for one day of global cease-ﬁre, one
day of increased immunizations for children, one day of
additional food drops in conﬂicted regions, and for one
day of compassion, empathy, and awareness.

In recognition of the year-long theme, the 10th grade team changed the focus of Projects from “Great
Minds” to “Great Peacemakers.” In addition, 10th grade students analyzed lyrics from John Lennon’s
song “Imagine” and discussed conditions that can create peace among human beings.
11th grade IB Economics teachers examined
the role of development in creating sustainable
conditions for peace.

12th grade History teachers discussed the idea of a peace
day in the 21st century by examining the idea in the context
of the troubled history of the 20th century.
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GRADE LEVEL UPDATES
9th Grade News

Kenyan novel The River Between, by Ngugi wa Thiong’o.
Projects class, however, will provide the main preparation
for the event. Each student will be assigned one African
state. Then, guided by ﬁve of the seven United Nations
Millennium Development Goals, students will conduct
research, and draft an informative, expository essay answering a question they developed about one of the goals.

Although this year has seen some shifts to the ninth grade
program, students are still embarking on a survey study of our
world in the 9th grade curriculum. From exploring the circumference of the globe in Global Geography to looking at the
world from the eyes of a Kikuyu in Kenya in Global Literature,
the Eugene IHS 9th grade students truly embark upon an exciting journey this ﬁrst year. Although some of the books and units
from years past still are taught, the 9th grade team is still moving
and exploring the planet not just through social studies and
literature, but also through art and health in Cultural Aesthetics.

On the day of the celebration, students, teachers, and volunteers will transform the Wheeler Pavilion at the Lane County
Fairgrounds into the general assembly of the African Union.
Students will work in groups according to the African state they
have studied and act as representatives of this nation. Assigned
one Millennium Development Goal for their country and given
“$3 million,” each group will create a presentation on how
they would address this goal in their country. They will pitch
their plan to a committee of teachers and community members for approval, competing to be named “Top Presenter.”

In addition to this rich curriculum, the 9th grade has just
ﬁnished up creating a Health magazine in their Projects
class to teach their peers in a “zine” format the health issues
that face teenagers and the world today. In addition to this
project, the 9th grade is also busy preparing for our annual
Africa Celebration. On Friday, April 2nd, Eugene International High School will be joining forces with North Eugene
IHS to host the sixth annual Africa Celebration. Nearly 450
freshmen combined, from all four campuses (Churchill,
North, Sheldon, and South), will gather for a day of festivities in culmination of their study of Africa in IHS classes.

In addition to this exciting learning event, students will also
spend the afternoon exploring a variety of opportunities, arts,
foods, and speakers related to this diverse continent.
In all, this exciting, educational, interactive event will showcase the dedicated work of students and our community. If
you’re around, stop by to see learning in action and 9th grade
students doing amazing things!

In the weeks leading up to the event, students will be
learning about art from Africa in Cultural Aesthetics art
classes, embark on the infamous Africa map in geography,
and have read a variety of African literature including the

EUGENE IHS FACTOID #2
Students in Mr. Davis’ Cultural Aesthetics
class at South Eugene High School gave new
life to a traditional art form--the Haka dance.
The Haka is a performing art involving singing,
dancing, choreography and symbolic expressions and
gestures. The Maori people of New Zealand perform
the Haka for many occasions, including funerals,
welcoming distinguished guests, and preparing for
warfare. The most famous adaptation of the Haka
(meaning “ﬁery breath” or “ﬁery words” in Maori) has
been by New Zealand’s world famous rugby team, the
All Blacks.
Africa Celebration 2005

Mr. Davis’ Cultural Aesthetics students performed
the traditional choreography of the Haka, while
creating new lyrics to extol the virtues of potential Eugene IHS sports such as Ultimate Frisbee, Poetry Slam, or
Competitive Recycling.
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GRADE LEVEL UPDATES
10th Grade News

Although the sequencing of units may shift from year to
year, the core curriculum of sophomore year in Eugene IHS
remains essentially the same. Global History still undertakes
the impossible task of covering all of the human experience
from its origins to the modern age, focusing primarily on
Europe and Asia. Global Literature and the Arts still examines
the creative expression of the cultures in the regions students
study in their history course, with a special focus on how
time and place impacts the craft of writing. Comparative
Values and Belief Systems still offers a sweeping overview
of world religion and philosophy, and our students continue
to expand their knowledge and skills through their work on
independent study projects.
At the same time that the world rides on turbulent winds,
Eugene IHS sophomores are working for a peaceful resolution
of global issues at the annual Eurasian Conference, formerly
known to students as the Middle East Conference. One of the
showcase events of the tenth grade year, the conference will
bring students together from all the high school campuses.
In years gone by, the event was held in rooms 540-541 at
South Eugene High School, but we outgrew that venue several
years ago. This year, students from Eugene IHS campuses
at South, Sheldon, and Churchill will be joined by North

IHS students on May 21st at the Lane County Fairgrounds
Wheeler Pavilion to discuss, debate and vote on a host of
complex international issues. It should be quite a colorful
assemblage as students are now required to attend dressed
in the attire of their assigned state.
Please visit our Eurasian Conference web page where
students research, manage their assignments, and create blogs
in preparation for this special day. Browse the site and read
about the various issues that Eugene IHS sophomores will
be tackling at the conference.
The Eurasian Conference web page is located at:

http://staff.4j.lane.edu/~wiebe/ihs/eurasian/eurasian.htm

Now, as in the past, the Eurasian Conference is a vital part
of our continuity as a program. It’s exciting to learn that so
many of our alumni are inspired by this day-long simulation
and now ﬁnd themselves performing similar work in the global
arena of the real world. As we hear back from our graduates,
we are pleased and impressed by how many of you have found
careers in international relations. May you, our Eugene IHS
graduates, continue to grow in the understandings that you
shared with us while you were here.

2003
Eurasian
Conference

EUGENE IHS FACTOID #3:

Toga! Toga! Toga!

In October, 10th grade literature classes at each campus
held Greek toga parties as an introduction to Oedipus
Rex. Students were assigned a character from the story
and came to the toga party as that person.
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GRADE LEVEL UPDATES
11th Grade News

The shift from sophomore to junior is often quite dramatic.
The increased rigor and introduction to IB level curriculum
makes this one of the most challenging years in Eugene
IHS. This year’s crew of teachers include Eugene IHS
veterans: Christine Pettingill, Jessica Schabtach, Jim Holm,
Steve Smith, Joshua Hamill, Kyle Yamada, Craig Wiebe,
Jocelyn Harley and Jennifer Diallo.
In Literature of the Americas, our students continue to read
books and dozens of poems and short stories by U.S. and
Latin American authors such as Hawthorne, Fitzgerald,
Cather, Whitman, Frost, London, Perkins-Gilman, Hughes,
Esquivel, and Garcia Marquez. They write in-class essays
and take-home essays and complete creative projects including poems, visual art-work, portfolios of original work, and
character role-plays. Students also give a ten minute oral
presentation combining analysis and creative interpretation
of a particular work we have studied.
In History of the Americas, our students study the age of
Columbus and the Conquest, and take a look at independence movements in the region, including the American
Revolution. We examine the causes of the Civil War and
Reconstruction, the Great Depression and the New Deal,
the rise of Castro in Cuba, and the Mexican Revolution.
The study of immigration to the United States and the rise
of organized labor overlaps with the related readings in
our literature class. In addition, all of our students now
successfully complete a sophisticated historical investigation. This year juniors will take a deeper look at the Civil
Rights Movements in the Americas.

well as trade deﬁcits and the national debt. Greater international
emphasis continues in the exploration of trade and development.
Over the course of the year, our students write four formal
analyses of current economic trends. After scores of students
take the IB economics test, we end the year by looking at the
issue of HIV/AIDS on a global scale.
In Junior Projects, our students complete 30 hours of community
service in the fall, begin to investigate colleges, make plans
for testing, and learn to write a résumé. Also, the highlight for
any Eugene IHS student begins at the start of second semester.
This, of course, is the extended essay/senior paper, as ideas
are considered, research questions are conceived, technical
advisors are found, and students complete blueprints for their
upcoming papers, the process for writing their research paper
is underway. You can check out the Junior Projects packet on
the Eugene IHS web page!
So there you have it, the hardest year perhaps, but after
twenty-ﬁve years for Eugene IHS the junior year is certainly one
of the most fun and engaging for teachers and students alike.

As for Economics, students focus on the interplay between
supply and demand, how unemployment, interest rates,
and inﬂation, are interrelated, and the differences between
a depression and a recession, inﬂation and stagnation, as

Technical Advisors Needed!

Do you have an expertise in one or several areas
of study? Do you want to understand the senior
paper process better? Are you willing to spend time
mentoring a high school student? Then, consider
becoming a technical advisor!
Currently, technical advisors are needed in many
different subject areas. Please call a Eugene IHS
campus today and lend your support to a Eugene IHS
junior who is just beginning the research process!
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Students from Bryan Fitzwater’s
Global Geography Class 02-03

GRADE LEVEL UPDATES
12th Grade News

Seniors have now begun their ﬁnal semester of high
school. With three and a half years of Eugene IHS experience behind them, they are reﬂecting on their journeys
thus far and eagerly looking ahead to new experiences.
Alumni will remember many of the rites of passage seniors
have already completed this year. As always, the senior
paper was a great challenge, but also a source of great
satisfaction and pride. As seniors came to school on the
Monday before Thanksgiving to turn in their papers, spontaneous celebrations erupted on all campuses. At Sheldon,
where all senior classes gathered together in the cafeteria,
teachers put on music so students could dance their way
victoriously to the turn-in table. The papers—4000-word
research essays requiring extensive scholarly research—
covered numerous disciplines and explored a myriad of
topics, from drumming to psychology to renewable energy.
Meanwhile, students have pursued their studies in Theory
of Knowledge, 20th Century Global History, and 20th
Century Global Literature. While the courses themselves
would be familiar to any Eugene IHS alum, curriculum
changes this year are giving teachers and students exciting new areas of study. The new history curriculum,
created in response to new International Baccalaureate
curriculum standards, shifts focus toward the second half
of the twentieth century, with special emphasis on the
Cold War and on modern China. Literature teachers are
excited to bring two new books, 1984 and Balzac and the
Little Chinese Seamstress, into the literature curriculum.
And of course, students continue to grapple with the Big
Questions as they hone their TOK papers and presentations.

The 2009-2010 school year promises to be a busy one for IB
testing, with over 120 individuals registered as Diploma or
Certiﬁcate candidates. IB Diploma candidates are also hard
at work on their CAS activities. And of course, spring means
volunteer work for all Eugene IHS seniors, who will be completing 100 hours of community service between now and April.
Graduation, while it still seems distant to some, is approaching quickly. Seniors will soon be auditioning to perform in the
Hult Center graduation ceremony and in the farewell assembly.
Other end-of-year traditions are also beginning to take shape;
Swansong, the Eugene IHS literary magazine, is now in its third
year, and senior editors are planning a June launch party for the
2010 edition. Meanwhile, Spanish and French immersion classes
are beginning to prepare for immersion graduation ceremonies,
which will celebrate their twelve years of immersion education.
And, of course, in their ﬁnal days of class seniors will reﬂect on
lessons learned, friendships made, and knowledge discovered
throughout their four years in Eugene IHS. As they move on
to new endeavors at school, at work, and abroad, we hope these
global citizens will send back word of their adventures to inspire
future generations of Eugene IHS students and teachers.

Students from Bryan Fitzwater’s
Global Geography Class 02-03

THE SENIOR PAPER, PAST AND PRESENT
One of the major features of the Eugene IHS experience is, of course, the senior paper. Writing this paper allows students to
pursue their passions in a realm outside of the classroom. Even after twenty-ﬁve years, seniors are still sweating through writing
their rough drafts in October and ﬁnalizing their papers that are due in November. The paper is a requirement for all International
Baccalaureate Diploma candidates, but we know it’s important, so we require each Eugene IHS student to engage in a rigorous
research process with the same expected outcome: a 4,000-word serious research essay.
Do you remember writing your senior paper? Do you recall the hours you spent at Kinko’s the night before it was due? Do you
still keep in touch with your technical advisor? Did you ﬁnally learn to navigate the stacks at the Knight Library? Certainly you
haven’t forgotten TINJARP?
We would love to hear about your senior paper experience! What did you value most about the process? How did it help
you later in life? What is your favorite memory from writing the paper? Please share with us, so we can share with our current
students! You can e-mail comments to Lynne Given, Eugene IHS Secretary, at given@4j.lane.edu or send a letter to Eugene IHS
Alumni, Eugene International High School, 400 E. 19th St., Eugene, OR 97401.
As we move to the next twenty years of Eugene IHS, the senior paper will remain a cornerstone in our curriculum, a constant in
a rapidly changing state of education.
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IB AND MORE
Dear IB Alumni,
I hope your IB education has served you well as you have
moved into the world beyond high school! While some
of you chose to sit for IB exams, all of you experienced
an IB education during your years at Eugene International
High School. It’s an education that is increasingly coming
to be seen as the ﬁnest possible in preparing students both
for higher education and for life.
The growing popularity of IB is certainly reﬂected in our
growing number of candidates. While our ﬁrst graduating class in 1989 had 8 diploma candidates, this year we
have 82 diploma candidates along with 49 certiﬁcate
candidates and 109 anticipatory candidates. The growth
we have experienced as a school can also be seen at the
state level. When Eugene IHS became afﬁliated with IB
in January, 1987, we were the only school in Oregon to
offer the IB diploma program. Today, there are now 18 IB
schools in the state. The newest of these is North Eugene
International High School which is modeled closely after
Eugene IHS.
Recent research increasingly shows that an IB education
is a good predictor of success in higher education. As a
result we are seeing a steady improvement in university
recognition of the IB diploma. Last January, Oregon
adopted a statewide IB policy that gives up to 45 credits
at any Oregon higher education institution for a diploma
score of 30 or higher. The state will also be giving credit

for not only HL tests, but all SL tests as well with a score of
5 or above.
Our big news at the moment is the upcoming IB World
Student Conference that’s scheduled to take place next August
in Corvallis. Eugene IHS is working with our sub-regional IB
organization and in partnership with Oregon State University
to host the event. Check out the website to learn more: http://
oregonstate.edu/conferences/ibwsc. Some of you may have
traveled to an IB conference in Africa with Dale Sturdavant
and Leslie Skelton; others of you may have attended the IB
conference in Australia with Melodee Soczek. This summer will
be the ﬁrst international IB student conference since then! We
are extremely excited to be playing a role in bringing students
together from around the world to meet and explore ways to
work to make the world “a better and more peaceful place.”
The International Baccalaureate provides an exceptional educational opportunity, but it is clearly our students who have
carried IB to its full potential. It’s truly gratifying to read all
of the comments from our Eugene IHS alumni to hear what an
IB education has meant to each of you. Thank you for having
enriched our IB program during the time you shared with us
as a student in Eugene IHS!
Fondly,
Marilyn Curtis, IB Coordinator

EUGENE IHS FACTOID #4:
On Thursday, December 10, 2009 Eugene IHS held the annual Art Beneﬁt Sale in the
South Eugene High School cafeteria. This year the money went to beneﬁt Peace One
Day, an organization working to encourage action on International Day of Peace,
September 21st, to create a united and sustainable world. Once again, students
shared with us their amazing talents. Thanks to all of the students, staff,
parents, families and friends who were part of this event.
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EUGENE IHS CAR
MAGNETS
$5.00
Show off your
Eugene IHS
pride with a car
magnet. Our
school logo is
printed right on
it. Pick one up
in a Eugene IHS
ofﬁce today!

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
A “Working” Vacation in Guadeloupe

GAPP Exchange, Summer 2009

Eleven American students from Eugene International
High School, accompanied by their teacher Jennifer
Diallo, and a World Leadership School Program Instructor, spent 10 days in Sainte-Anne while volunteering in
the community on the island of Grande Terre. The students enjoyed working in the schools, but beach clean-up
was also an important part of our volunteer work. The
island ecology is affected by the tourism that is vital to
the economy, so the beach clean-up was a great way for
the American students to contribute to protecting the Caribbean environment, while earning community service
hours. The visiting students also beneﬁted educationally
from the experience, as they were working with the Green
Brigade in Sainte-Anne, which is a government ofﬁce that
maintains the beaches. The Green Brigade brought gloves
and large plastic garbage bags. Our students brought energy, enthusiasm and a desire to make a contribution to
the local community.

This past Summer, 16 Eugene IHS and SEHS students participated in the German-American Partnership Program (GAPP),
a non-proﬁt high school exchange program between schools
in Germany and the United States, sponsored by the German
Foreign Ofﬁce and by the U.S. Department of State. The main
objective of the program is the integration of students into the
everyday life of host families and into the classroom activities
of host schools to provide them with a coherent intercultural
experience. The bi-lateral nature of the exchange meant that the
American students were paired with German students who had
spent three weeks in Eugene the previous October. The students
spent three weeks in the town of St. Wendel (pop. 30,000) in
the Saarland, nestled on the French border.

By Jennifer Diallo

By Craig Wiebe

One student’s journal entry ended with this description:
“The beach was more beautiful than any postcard or picture we have ever seen. It was also one of the least populous beaches on this island.”
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In addition to school, the group also took three ﬁeldtrips,
to Heidelburg, Burg Eltz Castle on the Mosel River, and to
Strasbourg, France. All in all, it was a rewarding and enriching experience for all. The students had multiple opportunities
to practice their German, to make new friendships, to try new
things, and to gain ﬁrst-hand knowledge of German culture.
As a group we strived to be good ambassadors for our school
and our community.
The GAPP exchange is an ongoing program, for over 10
years now, and will begin anew in the Fall of 2010. If your
family is interested in hosting a German student next year,
you may contact Kyle Yamada (yamada@4j.lane.edu),
Kathy Saranpa (saranpa_k@4j.lane.edu), or Craig Wiebe
(wiebe@4j.lane.edu).

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
Eugene International High School Students
Visit India and Bhutan
by Deon Saraceno

Thirteen Eugene IHS students and one student from
Mumbai, India joined together to explore Northeastern
India and the last Himalayan Buddhist kingdom of
Bhutan. These adventurous students lead by Eugene IHS
teacher, Deon Saraceno, and Eugene IHS parent, Heidi
Schaefer, spent approximately three weeks traveling via
planes, trains, buses, and jeeps across India and throughout the high altitudes of the Eastern Himalayas. India
highlights included visiting the Taj Mahal, a festival at
a Hindu Temple in Calcutta, touring a tea plantation in
Darjeeling, trekking through and camping in the
Rhododendron National Park, and happening upon a Tibetan Buddhist ceremony at one of the most guarded Tibetan
Monasteries in Gangtok, Sikkim. The travelers also had the rare opportunity to visit the country of Bhutan which is
known for measuring their wealth with the Gross National Happy Index. Some Bhutan highlights included trekking up
to the world famous “Tiger’s Nest,” visiting Bhutan’s National Museum, touring the Handicrafts Emporium, navigating a
Bhutanese bazaar, and playing soccer with local children.

Donate to the Eugene IHS Travel Trunk!
We have started a “Travel Trunk” for Eugene IHS
student travelers in need of assistance. Our goal
is to collect donations of travel items that students
may check out for use during our Eugene IHS trips.
If you have any items you would like to donate
including, but not limited to: backpacks, money
belts, lightweight active clothing, hiking boots,
etc., please drop them off in one of our Eugene IHS
offices or contact Deon Saraceno at
saraceno_d@4j.lane.edu. Thanks for supporting
our young world travelers.

EUGENE IHS FACTOID #5:
Eugene IHS is proud to announce Terry Cobian, junior at Sheldon, as the second recipient of the
Eugene IHS Travel Scholarship! He is a very thoughtful and grateful young man and we look
forward to having him share his travel stories with us. Again, our thanks go to Brian O’Kelley,
Sara at The Oregon Community Foundation, the scholarship committee, and the applicants.
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ALUMNI CORNER
Rugby Anyone?

To be a Eugene IHS graduate

By Evan Arkin, Class of 2009

***
By Wells O’Byrne, South Eugene IHS class of 2003

I had never been grabbed by my rear end and thrown into the
air by a man the size of a telephone booth before. But then
again, I am an exchange student in Argentina and all of my
experiences are new, especially trying to play rugby. I stand
attentively, listening to my new rugby coach explain in Spanish
the idea of a “toss”. Apparently, that’s when two guys throw
another guy into the air to catch the ball. As I prepare to throw
one of my teammates up into the air, I smile as I remember
that this is exactly why I choose to do an exchange – to ﬁnd
those new and exciting moments where I can try things that
are interesting and downright fun.

Surely everyone knows what it is like to be an alumnus
of Eugene International High School.
It is beginning to read the New York Times regularly as
an IHS senior because of a passion for global affairs that
your IB History teacher ignited, and feeling this same
passion every time you pick up a world newspaper or
listen to NPR.
While getting to know a fellow university student from
Uganda, it is the “too,” in “I did the IB, too.”

The whistle blows, and I shove with all my might on the legs
of my friend, helping to send him high into the air. The ball
is caught, and quickly passed into our offensive line. I start to
run, following a pattern I had just learned a minute ago, and
trying to pay attention to the mayhem of ﬂying bodies and
tactical maneuvers around me. Suddenly I hear a shout.

It is the friendships you form with fellow IHS graduates
in your year and others because you have studied with
many of the same teachers, participated in the Eurasian
Conference, and completed the IHS senior paper.
While talking with a native speaker of French, Spanish,
Japanese, Chinese, German, Hebrew, or Arabic, it is the
excitement he expresses when you begin speaking his
language.

“Yankee!” screams the boy with the ball, referring to me by
my affectionately given nickname, and passes the ball to me.
I don’t have time to think, as I am now the target of about 15
adrenaline ﬁlled teenagers, and I begin to dip, duck, and dodge
my way around the ﬁeld, not knowing exactly what to do. I
look up, and my ﬁeld of vision is ﬁlled by a massive boy who
comes barreling down on me. I have time to think, ``Hmm.
This is going to hurt,” before I am sent ﬂying backwards,
sprawled out on the ﬁeld and seeing stars. I feel many pairs
of hands lifting me back up to my feet, and we are already
preparing for the next play.

It is seeking common ground from diverse perspectives
in the pursuit of truth.
While listening to “Redemption Song,” by Bob Marley,
it is remembering when a group of IHS teachers sang the
song at an opening assembly, and reﬂecting on the line in
the lyrics about emancipation from mental slavery.

I spend the next hour and a half amidst the swirl and blur of
a rugby practice; the passing and the kicking, tackling and
bruising, and smiling and cheering. After it’s all over, I am
exhausted and happy. It was awesome. Being part of such an
energizing and passionate sports team is a lot of fun.

It is modeling an attitude of service to others throughout
our lives.
Being an IHS alumnus means feeling a sense of responsibility to contribute, each in our own ways, toward
advancing the shared goals of peace, justice, and sustainable prosperity for all members of our increasingly
interdependent world community.

As everyone stretches and warms down, I am invited by a
teammate to accompany a group of guys to go buy a soda and
sit around to talk and cool down. I smile and say yes, eagerly
awaiting my next adventure in this amazing and improvisational social landscape.

13

EUGENE IHS STAFF 2009-2010
Ninth Grade
Johnny Davis
Jennifer Diallo
Caleb Kostechka
Gretchen Lieberman
Joanne Mooreﬁeld
Jackie Owens
Christine Pettingill
Wade Powell
Deon Saraceno

Tenth Grade
Marilyn Curtis
Joshua Hamill
Amy Duncan
Rebecca Hammons
Kendall Lawless
Wade Powell
Jesse Scott
Craig Wiebe
Jenelle Youngblood

Eleventh Grade
Joshua Hamill

Cultural Aesthetics
SI Geograﬁa Universal
FI Histoire Des Américas
FI Geographie Mondiale
Global Geography
Global Literature
Cultural Aesthetics
Global Geography
Global Literature
Cultural Aesthetics
Global Health
Global Geography
Global Health
Cultural Aesthetics

Jocelyn Harley
Jim Holm
Christine Pettingill
Jessica Schabtach
Steve Smith
Craig Wiebe
Kyle Yamada

Comparative Values & Beliefs
SI Historia Universal
Global Literature & the Arts
Global Literature & the Arts
Global Literature & the Arts
Global History
Global History
Comparative Values & Beliefs
Global History
FI L’histoire Globale
Comparative Values & Beliefs

Twelfth Grade
Amy Duncan
Jocelyn Harley
Kendall Lawless
Courtney Leonard
Joanne Mooreﬁeld
Jessica Schabtach
Steve Smith
Melodee Soczek

History of the Americas (IB)
SI Historia De Las Américas (IB)
History of the Americas (IB)
Comparative Political &
Economic Systems (IB)
Literature of the Americas (IB)
Literature of the Americas (IB)
Comparative Political &
Economic Systems (IB)
Literature of the Americas (IB)
Comparative Political &
Economic Systems (IB)
History of the Americas (IB)
20th Century Global Literature (IB)
Theory of Knowledge (IB)
20th Century Global Literature (IB)
20th Century Global History (IB)
20th Century Global History (IB)
20th Century Global Literature (IB)
20th Century Global History (IB)
Theory of Knowledge (IB)

Support

Courtney Leonard
Marilyn Curtis
Caleb Kostechka
Kendall Lawless
Joshua Hamill
Joanne Mooreﬁeld
Gretchen Lieberman

Head Teacher
IB Coordinator
9th Grade Team Coordinator
10th Grade Team Coordinator
11th Grade Team Coordinator
12th Grade Team Coordinator
Learning Support Specialist

Clerical

Peggy Farris
Lynne Given
Sue Martichuski
Mindy Schifberg

Secretary, Eugene IHS @ Sheldon 541-790-6636
Secretary, Eugene IHS @ Churchill 541-790-5225
Secretary, Eugene IHS @ South 541-790-8030
Secretary, Eugene IHS @ South 541-790-8030

EUGENE IHS STAFF CHANGES
We welcome back Johnny Davis after a several year absence. Johnny is teaching 9th grade Spanish
Immersion and Cultural Aesthetics. Gretchen Lieberman is back part-time with us, teaching Cultural
Aesthetics and taking on the role of Learning Support Specialist (LSS). Caleb Kostechka is back! After
an amazing year abroad in Thailand, we are excited to have him teaching 9th grade Global Literature.
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EUGENE IHS STAFF 2009-2010

Eugene IHS Staff 2009-2010

Eugene IHS staff e-mail addresses

To send an e-mail to any of the addresses below, add: @4j.lane.edu
Marilyn Curtis
Johnny Davis
Jennifer Diallo
Amy Duncan
Peggy Farris
Lynne Given
Joshua Hamill
Rebecca Hammons
Jocelyn Harley
Jim Holm

(curtis_m)
(davis_j)
(diallo_j)
(duncan_a)
(farris)
(given)
(hamill)
(hammons_r)
(harley_j)
(holm_j)

Caleb Kostechka
(kostechka_c)
Kendall Lawless
(lawless_k)
Gretchen Lieberman (lieberman_g)
Courtney Leonard (leonard)
Sue Martichuski
(martichuskis)
Joanne Mooreﬁeld (mooreﬁeld_j)
Jackie Owens
(owens_j)
Christine Pettingill (pettingill)
Wade Powell
(powell_w)

Deon Saraceno
Jessica Schabtach
Mindy Schifberg
Jesse Scott
Steve Smith
Melodee Soczek
Craig Wiebe
Kyle Yamada
Jenelle Youngblood

EUGENE IHS FACTOID #6:
The 7th Annual Eugene IHS Film Festival was held on April 17, 2009 at
Sheldon High School. The contest was open to all 4J high school students.
Film submissions were to be approximately 8 minutes in length, with a PG
rating. The submission fee was $5. The 1st and 2nd place winners won cash
prizes and the rest received recognition and a certiﬁcate. We are proud to
be able to offer this creative outlet to our talented students and are always
amazed at the quality of their work.
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(saraceno_d)
(schabtach)
(schifberg_m)
(scott_je)
(smith_st)
(soczek )
(wiebe)
(yamada)
(youngblood)

RETIREE NOTES
We appreciate your willingness to be a part of our Eugene
IHS alumni newsletter.
Thank you for continuing to
be a part of our Eugene IHS
family.

Marna Schulz retired in
1995. She currently lives
in Eugene, OR and keeps
in touch with some former
colleagues.
Subjects taught in Eugene IHS: All grades in
English, and Theory of
Knowledge.

Susan Delaney retired in 2000. She currently lives and
works in Portland, OR. She is doing great and says there
is a wonderful life after retirement.
Subjects taught in Eugene IHS: 10th Grade Literature and
Writing.
Laura Sherrill retired in 2003. She currently lives in
Portland, OR. Since retiring she has been busy volunteering,
hiking, reading, and traveling. She went to China with the
University of Washington East Asian Studies Group, and
to Turkey and Greece with her husband. Both of her sons
graduated from Eugene International High School and are
very proud of their involvement with IHS.
Subjects taught in Eugene IHS: 9th Grade Global Literature,
9th Grade Cultural Aesthetics, and 10th grade Literature
and the Arts.
Susan (McCreary) Mannheimer retired in 2009. She
currently lives in Eugene, OR. She recently traveled to
London and Paris (where she paid respects to Sartre, deBeauvoir, and Porﬁrio Diaz at Montparnasse Cemetery).
She has also traveled to Spain, Italy, Mexico, Canada (coast
to coast), and lived in New York City for 18 years.
Subjects taught in Eugene IHS: 9th Grade Global Literature, 11th Grade Literature of the Americas (IB), 12th Grade
20th Century Global Literature (IB), 12th Grade Theory of
Knowledge, assisted in 11th Grade Comparative and Political
Economic Systems (IB) ½ year, assisted in 11th Grade History of the Americas (IB) ½ year, IB Coordinator Assistant
½ year, and IB Orals Coordinator 3 years.
Fondest Memories: “I was fortunate to teach so many amazing and talented students. I am always happy to encounter
them on the street, in cafés, at Sam Bonds (!), at the Hult
Center, and other cultural venues. And I have worked with
such gifted and caring colleagues, and ROCKED OUT with
Lynne to The English Beat. IHS secretaries are the BEST!
And I think that the quality of IHS teacher collaboration
and curriculum integration is one reason why students still
talk about us on Facebook.”
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EUGENE IHS RETIREES INCLUDE:
Connie Burden retired in 1994
Jerry Keuter retired in 1994
Jon Doornink retired in 1995
Marna Schultz retired in 1995
Ione Jorgenson retired in 1997
Kay Hackelman retired in 1998
Mike Helm retired in 1998
Pete Ogan retired in 1998
Charlie Shoup retired in 1998
Pat Sullivan retired in 1998
Harry Beaudet retired in 1999
Kathy Turay retired in 1999
Bob Veeck retired in 1999
Susan Delaney retired in 2000
Alice Jagger retired in 2000
Leslie Skelton retired in 2000
Howard Butler Yank retired in 2001
Caron Cooper retired in 2002
Ron Lancaster retired in 2003
Laura Sherrill retired in 2003
Dale Sturdavant retired in 2003
Larry Sutton retired in 2003
Hiett Cooper retired in 2004
Debbie Duke retired in 2004
Elizabeth Lorish retired in 2004
Margaret McCoy retired in 2004
Bev McDufﬁe retired in 2004
Luke Roth retired in 2007
Steve Knox retired in 2008
Susan Mannheimer retired in 2009
Carol Stephenson retired in 2009

Larry Sutton
dressed up for
Halloween at
Churchill

Founding Father of Eugene International High
School: DWAYNE ADCOCK
Twenty-ﬁve years ago his forward-thinking vision
for international education and immersion
language study set the foundation for the
establishment of Eugene IHS as an alternative
high school in Eugene School District 4J.

ALUMNI NOTES
CLASS OF 1994
Heidi Joy (Stout) Tretheway currently lives in Happy
Valley, OR and is the North American Marketing Manager
for Colliers International, a top-three global commercial
real estate ﬁrm. She creates business development tools,
leads marketing teams in 47 cities, and teaches marketing
classes to Colliers professionals in more than 20 countries. She has been awarded several individual and team
awards from Colliers
Dear Alumni,
International. Away
We appreciate your enthusiasm to
from work, Heidi is
be a part of our Eugene IHS alumni
a farmer’s marketnewsletter. We are continually
updating our alumni database.
obsessed foodie, frePlease inform us of any new adquent international
dress or e-mail changes. You can
traveler, and writer.
e-mail any information to Lynne
Her employment hisGiven, Eugene IHS secretary, at:
tory includes positions
given@4j.lane.edu.
in the real estate and
newspaper industry.
If you know of any Eugene IHS
She is married and
graduates please pass the informahas a son.
tion along to them.
College: BA Communication (Journalism), 1998 Paciﬁc Lutheran University. Fellowship, 2003
University of Maryland, College Park, Knight Center for
Specialized Journalism. Knowledge Partner (highest
designation offered), 2007 Colliers University.
International Experiences: Studied abroad at Lancaster
University in England. Instructor for Colliers International
in Vancouver Island, B.C., Canada and Budapest, Hungary.
Worked in collaboration with the marketing team, which
included her brother who also works for Colliers International, to organize a major two-day event which included
a 5-star dinner aboard the original dining car of the Orient
Express with one of Hungary’s most famous jazz pianists
as the entertainer. She has also traveled to Egypt, Holland, Austria, Slovenia, Italy, Germany, France, England,
Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and Munich.
Reﬂections: “IHS has consistently served my professional development as I’ve grown with an international
company that demands we look beyond the boundaries of the U.S. and North America. Understanding and

Heidi, Drew, and Derek
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adapting to differences in style, custom, business approach
and communication determine the success or failure of our
connections with our global clients and colleagues. I feel much
better prepared to speak with our global marketing teams, and
to speak with authority about places in the world because I’ve
studied them and traveled there. For me, nothing was quite so
life-altering as living abroad, and my IHS experience gave me
the nudge I needed to take the plunge and do it.”
CLASS OF 1996
Renée (Purdy) McKenna is married and is a 1st grade teacher
at Roosevelt Elementary School in San Francisco, CA. She
was awarded “Teacher of the Year” at her school in 2006 and
has applied for her National Board Certiﬁcation in Teaching.
Previously she worked for Teach For America as a 2nd/3rd grade
bilingual teacher and then as a recruitment director.
College: BA Spanish, 2000 Willamette University.
MA Education – Curriculum and Instruction, 2002 Arizona
State University.
International Experiences: Studied abroad in Granada, Spain.
Traveled to Spain, Italy, France, and Austria.
Reﬂections: “When I look back now as an educator myself, I
realize what an amazing public school education I was afforded.
IHS taught me to think globally and critically. Not to mention,
I met some incredible life-long friends along the way!”
CLASS OF 1997
Joshua Ladau is currently living in San Francisco and works
at the Gladstone Institute of Cardiovascular Disease.
Melissa Pritchard currently lives in Barcelona, Spain and
teaches at Benjamin Franklin International School. Melissa
was awarded the Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship and went
to Barcelona, Spain to study design. Even though her scholarship was only for a year, she ended up staying for ﬁve years
teaching English, and studying a second university design
degree in contemporary jewelry making. During that time she
started teaching art at Benjamin Franklin International School.
In 2007, she returned to Oregon to get a Master’s in Bilingual
Education from Oregon State University then when back to
Barcelona to teach 2nd grade at Benjamin Franklin International
School. She is ﬂuent in Spanish and Catalan and has adapted
to the Catalan lifestyle very easily and considers Barcelona
home. She also attended Alfred University and has worked with
Putney Student Travel in Spain and Costa Rica as a Summer
Program Assistant Administrator. She has received several
awards for her academics as well as for long distance running
in Spain, including ﬁnishing 1st and 2nd place for the women in
two ultra marathons.
College: BAFA Grau Superior de Disseny de Joieria
Contemporanea, 2006 Massana School of Design.
MA Education, 2008 Oregon State University.

ALUMNI NOTES
International Experiences: During college traveled to
Europe several times and lived in England and Spain.
Last summer traveled to Costa Rica and Peru. She has
also traveled extensively throughout Europe and has just
started to explore Northern Africa.
CLASS OF 1998
James Klonoski is married and lives in Denver, CO.
He has received numerous military recognitions and
awards and aided in the planning and building of the
Japanese-American Internment Memorial now at the
Hult Center in Eugene, OR. His career includes NATO
Operations Ofﬁce for Strike Force NATO, a maritime
command responsible for NATO amphibious operations
doctrine and exercises, based in Naples, Italy. From
the command he deployed to serve in Ops/Planning in
Kabul, Afghanistan and Intelligence Ops in Pristina,
Kosovo; Admiral’s Aide to Commander, Navy Region
Europe, based in Naples. It’s the responsible command
for US Navy bases in Europe, Africa, and Southwest
Asia; and US Navy Submarine Ofﬁcer of the Deck and
Engineering watch ofﬁcer of the Ohio-class submarine USS
GEORGIA through time at sea and while undergoing
nuclear refueling.
College: BA Foreign Services – Specializing in
International Politics, 2002 Georgetown University.
MA Engineering Management, 2009 Old
Dominion University.
International Experiences: Transited the Panama Canal
in 2004. Between 2006 and 2009 served overseas with
the Navy in Italy, Afghanistan, and Kosovo and traveled
extensively through Europe, and to a lesser extent, through
Africa and West Asia, for work and pleasure.
CLASS OF 1999
Katrina (Hecht) Henry is currently living in Eugene, OR
and is a preschool teacher for children with developmental
delays at the Early Education Program. She is married
and has two sons.
College: BS Human Development and Family Science,
2003 Oregon State University
International Experiences: Traveled through France,
Switzerland, and Italy as a chaperone for a high school
French class.
Reﬂections: “IHS was a great experience. I enjoyed
the challenge and it helped me to take ownership of my
education. It prepared me for college and taught me to
think about things from other perspectives. I feel proud
to have been a part of International High School.”
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Lisa (Miller) Stroup is married and lives in Madras, OR where
she is a 7th grade language arts teacher at Jefferson County
Middle School. She has attended Lane Community College,
Cedarville University, Portland State University, and is currently pursuing her Master’s in Science and Technology at
Oregon State University. She has also taught 3rd through 12th
grade language arts to bilingual students in Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic and taught for three months in a 5th grade
classroom at American International School in San Jose, Costa
Rica. She ran the Portland Marathon in 2009.
College: BS Middle Childhood Education, ESL Endorsement,
2008 Portland State University
International Experiences: Lived and worked for two years
in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and lived with a
Dominican family, then later vacationed in the Dominican
Republic. Lived with a Costa Rican family while student teaching in
San Jose, Costa Rica.
Reﬂections: “I remember working very hard in many classes
and learning about the world. We studied all the countries and
capitals of the world, debated global issues as representatives
of different countries in a conference at South Eugene, read The
Good Earth and other stories from around the world, studied
world religions, wrote many papers, performed plays, read
Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, and researched
our senior project. IHS prepared me for college in many
ways – the writing, speaking and research made college so
much easier. I sailed through while I watched others struggle
with things I had done in high school. I didn’t do IB, but the
regular workload was enough that it prepared me for college
courses and standards. Not only was I ready for college, but
I felt ready to travel the world as a global citizen. I think the
global perspective prepared me for living in Latin countries and
gave me an appreciation for other cultures. It was an invaluable
experience I have appreciated continually since graduation.”
Jennifer (Miner) Weaver is married and is currently a postdoctoral research fellow at the University of North Carolina in
Greensboro, NC. She collaborates with a research team studying
preschool children’s socio-economic development.
College: BA Psychology, 2003 University of Oregon, Clark
Honors College. MA Psychology and Social Behavior,
2005 University of California, Irvine. Ph.D. Developmental Psychology, 2009 University of California, Irvine.
Reﬂections: “IHS has served me well in so many ways! The
IB experience really put me ahead of my peers when I was
in college. In speaking to friends over the years who did not
attend IHS, I’ve really realized how unusual and special IHS
is in its training. I especially appreciate the wide array of
literature we read and the exposure we got to other cultures.
Thank you IHS!”

ALUMNI NOTES
CLASS OF 2000
Blake Slonecker is an Assistant Professor of History at
Waldorf College. He is married and has two daughters and
lives in Forest City, Iowa.
College: BA History, 2004 Gonzaga University. MA
History, 2006 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Ph.D.
History, 2009 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Reﬂections: “Eugene IHS ﬁrst taught me how to think
critically and to act compassionately. My career move into
History is also directly related to the pleasure I had in leaning History from Ron Lancaster. My research is not in an
international ﬁeld, but my thinking has been shaped by my
IHS (and Spanish Immersion) experience.”

International Experiences: Studied abroad in London.
Traveled to Paris, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Vienna, Prague,
and Venice. Honeymooned in London, Italy (Rome, Cinque
Terre), Swiss Alps, and Amsterdam. Took a group of middle
school students on an EF Tour to London and Dublin.
Reﬂections: “So many times I have been thankful for the
education I received through IHS both the academic preparation it gave me, but also that it helped develop my open-minded,
global outlook. The projects, activities, group-work, it all
taught speciﬁcs about literature, geography and history, but
more than that it taught us how to be life-long learners and
to critically think about information given to us.”
Jennifer Davis is a middle school math and science teacher
and lives in Seattle, WA. She is currently working towards
her Master’s in Business Administration at Foster’s School
of Business at the University of Washington. She has also
worked for FOX Sports, Entertainment Tonight, and on
independent ﬁlm projects. She won the “Best Drama” award
at the DaVinci Film Festival in 2001, and she is a Tae Kwon
Do Black Belt. Places she has lived include Los Angeles,
Stamford, Connecticut (near New York City), New Zealand,
and now Seattle.
College: BA Visual Anthropology/Film, 2005 University of
Southern California
International Experiences: Studied abroad at the
University of Otago in Dunedin, New Zealand. Traveled to
Fiji, Mexico, including Cancun, Puerto Vallarta, and Baja,
and Europe, including Italy, France, Spain, England, Croatia,
and Monaco.
Reﬂections: “I was a full IB candidate. I didn’t actually get
the diploma because I got a two on chemistry. I think that
was an excellent learning opportunity because I had never
actually not received anything academically I had set out to
do. The workload for the full IB also really prepared me
for college. I feel that some of high school was actually far
more difﬁcult than the time in undergrad. I am extremely
grateful that I pursued the full IB diploma and that I attended
the IHS program.”

CLASS OF 2001
Cassandra (Aanderud) Thonstad is a math teacher at
Milwaukie High School in Milwaukie, OR. She also works
with all the high school math teachers throughout the North
Clackamas School District to better math education. In college, during her study abroad experience in Auckland, New
Zealand, she was in a Masters program in secondary math
teaching and student teaching at the Auckland Girls Grammar
School and St. Kentigern College. She is married and has
twin boys and is expecting another son this spring.
College: BS Mathematics, 2004 University of Oregon. MA
Teaching, 2005 Paciﬁc University.
International Experiences: In 2005 attended the University
of Auckland in Auckland, New Zealand as a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar.
Reﬂections: “More than anything, completing the IB diploma
and the IHS requirements meant that college was no longer an
impossible task. I graduated from the University of Oregon
in only 3 years and ﬁnished my Masters in one more year.
Although not everyone aspires to soar through their college
years in that way, I knew I wanted to become a teacher, so this
allowed me to reach my goals faster, travel abroad, and save
money I would have spent attending a fourth year (or more)
of college. I am amazed and thankful for the opportunities
I have had because of these experiences and am excited for
our 10th year reunion in 2011 to see where my classmates’
lives have taken them.”

Emma Piper-Burket lives in Marcola, OR and is the
co-founder of Kitchen Caravan a web series about healthy
sustainable food culture (www.kitchencaravan.com). She
is also a director/cinematographer/editor of documentary
and experimental ﬁlms for Play Farm Productions. She is
currently working on a ﬁlm and multi-media project titled
“The Iraqi Seed Project” about Iraqi agriculture. She recently
traveled to Northern Iraq and plans to return in early 2010
to continue ﬁlming.
College: BA Arabic, Classical Studies, 2005 Georgetown
University
International Experiences: Studied abroad at the American
University of Cairo.
Reﬂections: “IHS gave me such a nice foundation to go out
into the world from. Thank you everyone involved…”

Allison (Carnahan) O’Sullivan is currently a school
counselor at an international school called American School in
Taichung, Taiwan. Prior to moving to Taiwan she worked as
an elementary school counselor in the Dallas School District.
She is married to her husband who she met during her study
abroad tour. After which she got her Master’s degree, ran a
marathon, bought her ﬁrst house, and then sold it to move
to Taiwan.
College: BS Human Development and Family Sciences,
Minor in Psychology, 2005 Oregon State University.
MA in Education - School Counseling, 2008 Lewis and
Clark College
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CLASS OF 2002
Emily (Gilkey) Palmer is married and is working
towards her Ph.D. in History at the University of Oregon in
Eugene, OR. She is currently applying for grants to pursue
dissertation research in France.
College: BA History, 2005 University of Oregon.
MA History, 2009 University of Oregon.
International Experiences: Studied abroad in
Angers, France.
Reﬂections: “I enjoyed going to school with smart, motivated
people. I started my undergrad career with 76 credits (one
term shy of being a junior) thanks to doing well on my IB
exams, thereby saving a lot of money and time, and sparing
me the drudgery of many general ed. classes. From my IHS
years, I remember particularly those country projects we had
to do in freshman geography, which taught me the location and
capital of Oman. I have found this information particularly
helpful when playing Facebook geography games. I also
remember having to try to express the ineffable in TOK. I
wish I had understood at the time how important the literature
we studied actually was so I perhaps would have paid a little
more attention. I thought nobody had ever heard of Ibsen’s
A Doll’s House. Silly me. I really loved IHS, without that
program high school probably would have been unbearably
dull. One of my favorite memories was Mr. Lancaster, who
was always telling us “you’ve got to get this guys” and stories
about “when I was growing up in Nampa, ID” and most of
all that the answer to everything in Russian history is “warm
water ports.””

Jennifer (Ouimet) Yeager is married and has a daughter and
lives in Wilsonville, OR. She works for Paciﬁc Cornetta,
Inc. as a National Sales Manager. She has also worked as a
Sales Associate for Nordstrom.
College: BS, University of Oregon
Reﬂections: “IHS taught me to think outside the box, push
myself to ﬁnd subjects that interest me, and to gather knowledge and information that helped me achieve my personal
and professional goals.”
Katy Sullivan-Uptegrove is married and lives in Springﬁeld,
OR. She works at Oregon Medical Labs/Peace Health as
an evening supervisor. Previously she worked at Macy’s.
She attended Oregon State University and the University of
Oregon where she completed her college education.
College: BA Biological Anthropology focusing on
Primatology, 2007 University of Oregon
International Experiences: Traveled to Mexico, saw Mayan
Pyramids at Chichen Itza.
Reﬂections: “I enjoyed international high school, and am
glad to have been able to study global topics as opposed to
just focusing on American history and issues. I also believe
that IHS greatly helped me to prepare for college courses.
I found it much easier to write long papers for classes and
also found that many of the subjects we studied in college
had previously been touched on in IHS classes. Also, in my
college literature class I found that I had already read some
of the books! Favorite IHS teacher: Mr. Lancaster. He was
a great teacher and always made class fun.”

Aisna Kuduraa is currently pursuing a Masters in Public
Health at New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, NM.
She is working as a Graduate Teaching Assistant/Research
Assistant at the university teaching a personal health and wellness course for undergrads and assisting with health research.
She has also worked at Health Future: Health Management
Services as a Wellness Program Assistant where she conducted health screenings and assisted with health promotion
projects. Aisna is a Gates Millennium Scholar, graduated
Carleton College cum laude, is the President of the Masters
in Public Health Student Organization, and is a New Mexico
Department of Higher Education Fellowship recipient.
College: BA Psychology, concentration in Japanese, 2006
Carleton College
International Experiences: Studied abroad at Nanzan
University in Nagoya, Japan.

EUGENE IHS FACTOID #7:
Eugene IHS alumnus Elizabeth Sampedro, was
named as a Gates Millennium Scholar during her
senior year in 2009. This distinction grants her a full
undergraduate education, perhaps even graduate school,
and provides ongoing academic support and mentoring. She was selected from a pool of more than 20,000
high school students across the United States. The
application process required eight essays, plus letters
of recommendation. Elizabeth completed all of hers
during winter break. She plans to study pre-med at
Willamette University in hopes of becoming a pediatrician. Elizabeth will be the ﬁrst in her extended family
to go to college. Requirements included academic
excellence, demonstration of leadership potential, and a
willingness to serve the community. Elizabeth said, "It's
like a dream being handed to me in the form of reality."
Congratulations Elizabeth!!!

Eva Miller is currently a Peace Corps volunteer in the
Dominican Republic and will have spent 27 months there
when she ﬁnishes her service.
College: BA Art History, 2006 Whitman College
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Grace Eickmeyer is currently volunteering in the Peace
Corps in AR Crimea, Ukraine. She graduated Summa Cum
Laude from the University of Oregon.
College: BA Political Science, 2006 University of Oregon
International Experiences: Traveled to Morocco, Thailand,
Burma, Senegal, Spain, Egypt, South Korea, and Spain.
Reﬂections: “I remember 10th grade Global History class
fondly. We hauled around a heavy book, affectionately called
“Stavi,” and learned about, among other things, the explorations of Chinese diplomat Zheng He. Interestingly enough,
Zheng He has come up several times during my Peace Corps
service here in Ukraine. Most notably, a Crimean Tatar man
(if you don’t know who these people are, I encourage you
to ﬁnd out, you insatiably curious international high school
students) related to me, in Russian, how he had recently read
in a magazine about the Chinese forays into the world in the
late 14th and early 15th centuries with their innovative ship
design. I immediately realized he was talking about Zheng
He. We had a minor disagreement about the main explorer
and diplomat’s name and he went upstairs and came back
with the magazine. He was in awe that I had been correct and
I told him that I was fortunate enough to learn about such
things in high school. Thus ensued a discussion about the
quality of our respective educational systems. Moral of the
story: pay attention in Global History class and try hard to
learn a foreign language during your required four years. You
may have interesting conversations about what you learned
in high school on the other side of the world.”
Erin Noble lives in Eugene and is the New Business Director
for West Wind Forest Products, his family owned business,
which he helped successfully weather the recession. He
speaks ﬁve languages: French, Spanish, Italian, Chinese, and
English. Three of those he learned during post-graduation
travels. Erin graduated Magna Cum Laude from Pomona
College, receiving the Leland M. Backstrand Award for
Excellence in Economics and entry into Phi Beta Kappa. He
hiked 1,000 miles on the Paciﬁc Crest Trail after graduating
from college. He represented his high school and college
teams on the tennis court and ended his career at Pomona
College playing #2 singles and #2 doubles and made 2nd team
all league. Through all of Erin’s experiences he has met
extraordinary people and made life-long friends.
College: BA Mathematical Economics and Molecular
Biology, 2007 Pomona College
International Experiences: Taught English in Beijing,
China. Studied Spanish in Quito, Ecuador. Studied Italian
in Bologna Italy.
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Reﬂections: “My teachers exposed me to the realities and possibilities of the world. Senior year was the most memorable.
History with the broadcaster-like voice of Ron Lancaster was
like story time…until the dreaded test came. Steve Knox in
TOK was impressively cool; one of these days I’ll follow the
fall colors down the Appalachian Trail. Larry Sutton managed to instill appreciation of Shakespeare just in time for the
diploma exam. And of course, Courtney Leonard kept student
government motivated and in line despite our best efforts.
The most important thing I came away with from all of this?
Curiosity. Siddhartha was a great book. I read and learn from
it to this day. I completed an IB diploma and received some
non-speciﬁc college credit, which proved unhelpful towards
graduating. However, the writing skills I gained through the
process were invaluable and allowed me to skip a freshman
writing course in favor of an elective. Unlike the credit itself,
the skills were VERY useful for graduating.”
Wells O’Byrne is currently studying at the University
of Oxford in England pursuing a Master’s in Philosophy
in economic and social history. He recently graduated
from Yale University and prior to that studied at the
University of Oregon. He also studied Russian language
and culture in St. Petersburg, Russia and conducted
interview research on the Trans-Siberian Railway. He was
previously employed with Good Energies, Inc. in NewYork, NY,
as a Renewable Energy Investment Analyst, and also
worked as a teaching intern for Phillips Exeter Academy
Summer School.
College: BA History, 2009 Yale University
International Experiences: He has been backpacking in the
French and Swiss Alps, and went to Switzerland and England
during a renewable energy business trip.
Reﬂections: “I feel so fortunate for the opportunity to have
received such a high-quality education in IHS. I am still
amazed at the level of instruction and discussions in our IHS
classes; I felt extremely well prepared for college and beyond. The passionate teachers and well-designed curriculum
allow IHS to offer the rare blend of world-class education
in a widely accessible setting. Congratulations, IHS, on an
impressive ﬁrst 25 years!”
Andrea Shaddy has worked as a lobbyist for the Oregon
legislature and as a research/teaching assistant. Awards
she has received include the Sustainability Award given
by Portland Mayor Sam Adams and a National Science
Foundation scholarship. She owned chickens who were
murdered by a raccoon.
College: BA Political Science, Portland State. Master Public
Policy, Oregon State University
International Experiences: Traveled to Spain, Berlin,
and Budapest
Reﬂections: “Da bomb diggity. Sophie’s World still comes
in handy to name drop at dinner parties.”

ALUMNI NOTES
Jamie Suter is currently teaching English in Japan and working on her Master’s Degree in Education. She plans to return
to America to ﬁnish her degree and work with international
universities and programs to increase international understanding and education. During the 2007-2008 school year she
was a member of the Advancement of Teaching Committee at
Oregon State University and received the Clara L. Simmerville
Award. She also received the College of Education Award
for Culture in 2008. She was an English tutor for Oregon
State University’s International Department.
College: Bachelors in Education, Bachelors in
Human Development and Family Sciences, 2008 Oregon
State University
International Experiences: Studied abroad at Fu Jen Catholic
University in Taiwan. Worked as a writing tutor for Waseda
University in Tokyo, Japan. Traveled around America,
Canada, and Mexico as a tour guide and program assistant
for international groups. Also, traveled to Germany, Taiwan
and China while living in Japan.
Reﬂections: “Throughout my travels and advanced education, I have come to realize how much participating in the
International High School program has helped me. I feel
that I was more prepared to work with international students,
classmates and co-workers as a result. Also, as I study more
about teaching English as a second language, I ﬁnd that I have
greater understanding of the material as a result of the work
that I did within the IHS program. I felt more capable and
eager to travel abroad because of the knowledge I gained from
my high school classes. I can remember when I was in high
school and we would learn about other countries and cultures
through literature and religious ideas. The geography and
economy classes taught me about the world, but the values and
literature classes taught me about the people. We were able
to gain a deeper understanding about ourselves and others.
As a result, I have become very internationally involved and
many more opportunities have opened themselves up to me.
I feel lucky to have gotten the opportunity to learn so much
about other countries early on in my education.”
Lindsay Temes is currently a Special Agent for the Air
Force Ofﬁce of Special Investigations, the federal agency
of the Air Force which conducts criminal and fraud investigations, and counter-intelligence services. She is also the
Counter-intelligence Branch Chief for the Kadena Air Base
in Japan.
College: BS Social Science, 2007 US Air Force Academy
International Experiences: Recent travels include
Vietnam, Taiwan, Japan, and living and traveling on the
Ryukyu Islands.
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CLASS OF 2004
Christopher Barnes is currently attending Brigham Young
University working towards a BS in accounting and a minor
in Chinese. He is looking to start full-time employment
with an accounting ﬁrm in Nashville, TN starting in 2011.
He is married and expecting his ﬁrst child in May and lives
in Provo, UT.
International Experiences: Lived in France (Paris,
Versailles, Nantes) while serving on a mission for the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Studied abroad in
Nanjing, China.
Reﬂections: “I loved the global focus of my high school
education. It helped me have a more open perspective to
what exists outside of Eugene, Oregon. When I lived in
France and China, I was more open to new experiences and
to the history of the countries than my colleagues. My IHS
education just accentuated the point that the more you learn,
the more you realize you need to learn. I felt this in high
school and I certainly have felt this at BYU, in France, and
in China.”
Robert Coolman is currently pursuing his Ph.D. at
the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Last summer he
worked at Plas2Fuel where he worked as a Data Analyst Intern
on turning plastic into oil with an anaerobic cooker.
College: BS Chemical Engineering, 2009 Oregon
State University
International Experiences: Went to Vancouver for a Lindy
exchange – a swing dance event where local dancers host
traveling dancers for a weekend and includes about 16 hours
of dancing each day.
Reﬂections: “Years after getting C’s in history, I ﬁnd myself
suddenly interested in how things used to be affect the world
of today. Wikipedia is nice, but IHS it ain’t. Some advice
to students: get as much of learning in IHS as you can. It’s
a special place with special perspectives that you won’t ﬁnd
anywhere else. IB pretty much represents the caliber expected
to excel in a well-rounded academic setting. It sure doesn’t
hurt to get exposed to that as early as high school.”
EUGENE IHS FACTOID #8:
Eugene IHS students continue to be involved in
Model United Nations, a program that aims to spread
the values of international understanding, cooperation and peace. Through speeches, debates, bloc
meetings, and secret diplomacy, students receive an
exciting lesson in the complexities of global affairs.
This year the annual MUN conference will once
again take place in April, 2010 at the University of
Oregon. We like to use the slogan from Eugene IHS
alumnus Hunt Alcott, “MUN is FUN.”

ALUMNI NOTES
LT Gurdjian-Clay is currently a rental technician at
Northstar-at-Tahoe and lives in Truckee, CA. He gets to
snowboard and make people happy, and play in the snow
with three other IHS alums from South, Sheldon and
Churchill. Previously he worked as a medical lead for
Americorps on the Backcountry Paciﬁc Crest Trail Crew
where he did restoration work from Northern Washington to
Southern California and lead volunteers on hikes, cooking
gourmet meals for up to 12 people.
College: BA Political Science, Minor Business
Administration, 2008 University of Oregon
International Experiences: Traveled to Scorpion Bay,
Mexico by way of a Toyota Yaris for tacos and waves.
Traveled to Panama for a month to work on a house and
ﬁnd more waves. Traveled to Turkey then to Syria as part
of an Armenian heritage/fact ﬁnding mission of sorts where
he wandered through mosques, souqs, Saladin’s castles,
and the back alleys of Aleppo in search of family history
and secret underground churches.
Reﬂections: “Nothing but fond memories.”
Emily Hildreth is currently attending The George
Washington University Law School in Washington, DC
pursuing a law degree.
College: BA, 2008 University of California, San Diego
Alan Stout currently lives in Seattle, WA and is a Marketing
Coordinator for Colliers International where he works as a
strategic partner in developing pitches, presentations, and
proposals for the marketing of commercial properties. He
also worked as a Marketing Associate for the same company
in Budapest, Hungary where he enjoyed exploring central
and eastern Europe while learning the cultural differences
of Hungarian and U.S. culture. He was voted Employee of
the Month by his Hungarian business peers. He currently
sings in a Gregorian Schola Cantorum for a local parish in

Alan Stout at a train station in Budapest,
Hungary before a business event on the
Orient Express’ original 1912 dining car.
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Seattle and plans to return to graduate school to study theology
and music. He was a member of the St. Olaf College choir, the
most respected college choir in North America.
College: BA Religion, St. Olaf College
International Experiences: Visited over seven
countries and forged some personal relationships with
Hungarian friends.
Reﬂections: “The values and beliefs component of IHS set me
ahead of fellow students who had never had any experience
or interaction with other cultures. This also set the stage for
a passion for the study of how religions can have constructive
dialogue and a mutual appreciation for each other while being
true to their own traditions.”
CLASS OF 2005
Carly Bradshaw is currently living in Cali, Columbia working towards a specialization in international human rights and
culture of peace at Pontiﬁcia Universidad Javeriana Cali. To
make ends meet she teaches private English classes, employing techniques that were used by some of her Spanish Immersion teachers in IHS. She spent a summer working as a zip
line guide on the beautiful island of Hawaii, tossing tourists
off cliffs (with the proper protection of course). She has also
worked as a translator at a state contracted dental ofﬁce which
provided low cost dental care where she served as an educator
and interpreter for Spanish speaking patients.
College: BA Spanish Literature and Bio-Cultural
Anthropology, 2009 University of Oregon
International Experiences: Traveled to Mexico to rock climb
and work on her college research project.
Reﬂections: “I feel truly lucky to be able to use what I spent
16 years learning in my daily life. Living in another culture
at ﬁrst was slightly disorienting, but there are many pieces of
literature, authors and ideologies which tie together the human
experience across geopolitical borders. For me, IHS laid a
pluralistic ideological foundation. We were exposed to literature from many different parts of the world, challenged by our
teachers to ﬁnd the connecting thread between cultures. Not
only did I enter college with a high level of writing organizational skills, but also I have been challenged to jump into new
cultural experiences and to keep my eyes open to the world
around me. These seeds, planted by the IHS program and the
dedicated teachers who make the program tick, prepared me to
look past geopolitical borders and question my own personal
barriers. The program is truly unique. As high schoolers the
phrase “think global act local” seemed perhaps a bit cheesy. But
once you step foot out of your door and into the zone beyond
your sphere of familiarity, it is clear that we really are part of
a global community.”

ALUMNI NOTES
CLASS OF 2006
Margaux Cameron is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s
degree at Whitman College.
International Experiences: Studied abroad in Paris.
Robin Carol is currently pursuing a degree in International
Relations at Tufts University in Massachusetts. She works
on the Tufts Daily as the “Features” section editor, and in
the International Relations ofﬁces at the university. A major
accomplishment was being part of the 2008 election and
getting Obama in the White House.
International Experiences: Went to Israel through a
Birthright program. Studied abroad in Valparaíso, Chile
for a semester and attended university there. While in
Chile lived with a host family and traveled around Chile,
Argentina, and Peru.
Reﬂections: “IHS really impacted my interests and my studies in college. I left high school with huge appreciation for
not only international issues, but also for interdisciplinary
education. Part of my rationale for choosing to major in
International Relations deﬁnitely came from my interests
that grew out of the IHS curriculum and style of education.
I have many great memories of my time in high school,
especially the teachers and my “blocks” over the years. I
loved freshman year and being introduced to IHS lifestyle.
Economics with David Wood was a great class and the
Eurasian Conference was a really memorable day. My
senior year was so amazing and the culmination of what
I’d learned over the course of four years in the program.
I still ﬁnd myself thinking about things I learned in IHS
during classes now and it gave me such a good base of
knowledge for college, travel, and the rest of my life! I
did the full IB diploma. While I only received credit for a
few of the exams, this was because of my school’s policies
and had I attended another college, I would have received
additional credits. At any rate the IB/IHS really prepared
me well for college. Having the senior paper under my
belt made writing my ﬁrst research paper seem much less
daunting. I truly think that IHS shaped the course of my
education, my interests, and my views on many issues.
It is a wonderful program for those interested in global
connections and an integrated curriculum.”
Katie Parker is currently attending Oregon State
University, University Honors College pursuing an Honors
Bachelor of Arts in History and International Studies.
International Experiences: Studied abroad at
Pontiﬁca Universidad Catolica and Universidad de Chile in
Santiago, Chile.
Reﬂections: “I have never doubted the value and extreme
utility of Eugene IHS in the preparation that I received
for my undergraduate education. As a graduating senior
at Oregon State University, I still have never felt unable to
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tackle any sort of class project or research, and am ﬁnding the
practice offered by the senior paper as a pleasant preparation for
the challenge of writing a thesis. Beyond the credits I received
contingent on my IB Diploma and the academic rigor that I
learned at IHS, I realize that my worldview has made me able
to relate to people in a way that other students cannot. College
is supposed to be a time to broaden your horizons; mine were
broadened in high school, which gave me a real advantage in
college. Finally, IHS instilled in me a desire to study abroad,
which was the most challenging and amazing experience of my
life. Due to the world that IHS showed me, I realize my extreme
privilege and can only hope to serve the global community that
I ﬁnd myself aware of and participating in.”
CLASS OF 2008
Jesse Ferreira is currently studying acting at Lane Community
College in Eugene, OR.
Reﬂections: “IHS was a wonderful program, and I retained
many good friends and acquaintances from the experience.
IB, while more challenging than IHS alone, serves as a more
thorough foundation of knowledge.”

If you have any feedback, story ideas,
letters to the editor or any other
information you would like to see in
upcoming newsletters please e-mail the
information to Lynne Given, Eugene IHS
Secretary, at: given@4j.lane.edu and include
“ALUMNI INFO” in the subject area.
Check out the EUGENE IHS WEBSITE for
information about Eugene IHS,
alumni newsletters, and current events and
announcements:

http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs
Other We b s i t e s
http://www.4j.lane.edu (4J school information)
http://www.ibo.org (International Baccalaureate
home page)

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~humanctr/
(click on “Calendar” then “Calendar of Events” for a list of
activities at the U of O)

http://www.worldoregon.org
Council of Oregon)

(World Affairs
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Class of 1989
Colin Babb: m_canard@yahoo.com

Class of 1997
Michelle Cairney: mcairney79@aol.com
Justin Forster: jforster_007@yahoo.com
Kathryn Gaines: CEOSystems@gmail.com
Nicole (Geraci) Howard: 4colie@comcast.net
Sarah Gross: grosssarah@hotmail.com
Marian Jennifer Hart: marianjhart@hotmail.com
Joshua Ladau: jladau@gmail.com
Joe Lowry: lowry054@yahoo.com
Kevin McDonnell: kevincmcd@gmail.com
Melissa Pritchard: melissapritchard@hotmail.com
Krista (Robinson) Reiman: kristareiman@gmail.com
Erin Ashley Vranas: erinvranas@gmail.com

Class of 1990
Polly Nelson: nelson_p@4j.lane.edu
Class of 1992
Courtney Leonard: leonard@4j.lane.edu
Class of 1993
Kimberly Burkland: krburkland@alumni.brown.edu
Emily Courtnage: ecourtnage@ssbls.com
Sorrell Dye: sorrel_dye@yahoo.com
Andrew Dyke: padre@email.unc.edu
Brady Lahr: brady@kufala.com
Jamie Morgan: jadmorgan3@yahoo.com
Andrea Olson: gardendirty@yahoo.com
Class of 1994
Sharon Fendrich: sharonfendrich@earthlink.net
McKenzie Funk: mfunk1@hotmail.com
Shanna Gazley: shannagazley@hotmail.com
Peter Jewett: jewett@pangea.stanford.edu
Jesse Kocher: jessekocher@yahoo.com
Tayan-Lin (Rathje) Butler: taylin.butler@thrivent.com
Sara (Rosenthal) Firosz: saraﬁrosz@hotmail.com
Dayna (Ruhoff) Linderman: dlinderman@fdic.gov
Jeff Salerno: surnia@gmail.com
Carmen (Sarro) Zlateff: Carmen.Zlateff@microsoft.com
Heidi (Stout) Tretheway: heidi.stout@colliers.com
Sadie Thorin: sadisc@hotmail.com
Class of 1995
Kristen Faust: kristenfaust@yahoo.com
Christina Heid: christinaheid@gmail.com
Marissa Kim: marissakim@gmail.com
Emilie Lamson: wallaru8000@yahoo.com
Brian O’Kelley: cokelley@alumni.princeton.edu
Aimee Pierce: aimeepie@gmail.com
Katherine Swank: katieswank@yahoo.com
Ben Temple: benjamintemple@hotmail.com
Bronwyn (Wenger) Brestle: bbrestle@gmail.com

Class of 1998
Hunt Allcott: allcott@stanfordalumni.org
Ashley Anderson: ashanders3@yahoo.com
Kate Bonamici: kbonamici@gmail.com
Dara Finkelstein: dara.ﬁnkelstein@fox.com
Rayne Gaisford: gaisford@gmail.com
Andrew Heid: andrew.heid@aya.yale.edu
Marion Howard: marion_e_howard@hotmail.com
Joshua Hurwit: jhurwit@law.harvard.edu
Paul Kelly: paul_kelly@carolina.rr.com
Jake Klonoski: hapwarrior@aol.com
Navid Moshtael: navidmoshtael@gmail.com
Graham Mowday: grahammowday@yahoo.com
Alison (Page) Hayward: adhayward@gmail.com
Laura Riedman: lmriedman@hotmail.com
Marie Sweeten: mswee10@hotmail.com
Kim Thompson: kimfromeugene@gmail.com
Justin Volmert: jvolmert@gmail.com
Lauren Whitelaw: whitelaw468@hotmail.com
Rachel Wilkes: rachwilkes@gmail.com
Class of 1999
Alan Bergland: alan_bergland@brown.edu
Marielle Brown: mariellebrown@yahoo.com
Loic Fabricant: fabrican@ohsu.edu
Andrew Faust: afaust@gladstone.uoregon.edu
Kyri Green: kyrigreen@gmail.com
Katrina (Hecht) Henry: katrinalhenry@hotmail.com
Rebecca Johnsen: rebeccamjohnsen@hotmail.com
Lisa (Miller) Stroup: Lpiglet1@juno.com
Jennifer (Miner) Weaver Jennifer.weaver12@gmail.com
Stuart Morgan: stuart.morgan@alumni.case.edu
Anne (Newland) Bolster: annebolster@gmail.com
Lindsey (Petersen) Chinburg: linds888@hotmail.com
Noah Philips: nphilips@engineering.ucsb.edu
Gillian Schauer: gschauer13@yahoo.com
Nick Sherrill: nicksherrill@hotmail.com
Brian Wilkinson: wilkbandit@gmail.com

Class of 1996
Sara (Anderson) Gillette: sara.gillette@gmail.com
Robin (Bonebright) Harris: rbonebright@yahoo.com
Korrie (Brown) Gernert: bkorrie@yahoo.com
Tiffany (Cragun) Goff: tiffersﬂower@gmail.com
Kirsten Harma: kharma02@care2.com
Marianne (Johnson) Hales: johnsonhales@yahoo.com
Renee (Purdy) McKenna: renee.purdy@gmail.com
Hanna Scholz: scholzhanna@yahoo.com
Carrie Stampe: daliandmonet@yahoo.com
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Class of 2000
Samuel Boush: sam_boush@hotmail.com
Debra (Forrest) Piper: debrapiper@comcast.net
Lara Koler: lara.koler@hill.af.mil
Sarah Marshall: marshasa@onid.orst.edu
Shanti Michaels: shantimichaels@hotmail.com
McKenna Morrigan: mckennamorrigan@gmail.com
Elisabeth Sharp: elisabethsharp@gmail.com
Blake Slonecker: blake.slonecker@waldorf.edu
Alison (Stark) Leiman: alison_leiman@yahoo.com
Heather (Wenger) Relay: heather@theraleys.com

Class of 2002
Cara Abrams-Simonton: cabrams@brandeis.edu
Margaret Albright: albrighm@onid.orst.edu
Elizabeth Allcott: eha5@cornell.edu
Corey Barber: barber.corey@gmail.com
Devon Biggerstaff: dbiggerstaff@ups.edu
Mary Alivia Bryan: maryaliviabryan@gmail.com,
www.mytb.org/Livita
Jenny Cadigan: jennycadigan@hotmail.com
Samantha Evans: zotus99@yahoo.com
Jacqueline Fitzgerald: jﬁtzgerald22@gmail.com
Emily (Gilkey) Palmer: emgp620@gmail.com
Class of 2001
Aisna Kudura: kuduraa@gmail.com
Cassandra (Aanderud) Thonstad: cassrude@hotmail.com Angela McDonald: artichoke041@yahoo.com
Alexandra Anderson: alxs340@hotmail.com
Eva Miller: millereb@whitman.edu
Blake Arnold: jblakearnold@gmail.com
Emily Mosqueda: emi.mosqueda@gmail.com
Sarah Bliss: sarah.bliss@gmail.com
Jennifer (Ouimet) Yeager: jenyeager@hotmail.com
Matthew Bradley: bodhisattvavow@hotmail.com
Kathryn Sullivan-Uptegrove: ksulliv3@hotmail.com
Allison (Carnahan) O’Sullivan: ae.osullivan@gmail.com Joshua Walker: joshualloydwalker@gmail.com
Meghan Carr: meghan.carr@yale.edu
Haley Whitley: haleywhitley@gmail.com
William Clayton: william.clayton@students.olin.edu
Karin Clifton: karin.clifton@gmail.com
Class of 2003
Jennifer Davis: pakehagirl@gmail.com
Brooke Barker: bbabe20@hotmail.com
Amy (Farris) Baker: amy@thefarrisfamily.net
Juliet Bennett-Stroud: bennetju@onid.orst.edu
Johanna Field: Rubasu@gmail.com
Corey Chavez: srpokel@yahoo.com
Jordan Glubka: jfglubka@gmail.com
Sarah Cooper: secooper@ups.edu
Laila Mirsepassi: lailajoan@gmail.com
Michael Davidson: smokeyjune@gmail.com
Justine Pierce: justi.pierce@gmail.com
Diana Delgado: dianacdelgado@gmail.com
Emma Piper-Burket: epiperburket@gmail.com
Jessica (Duggan) Taylor: jessica.erin.taylor@gmail.com
Sharma Rapoport: exhalingdreams@yahoo.com
Courtney Dunham: cdunham@ups.edu
Erin Rice: rice_erin06@yahoo.com
Grace Eickmeyer: grace.eickmeyer@gmail.com
Lindsay Adams Schauer: lschauer@stanford.edu
Helena Hafdahl: hhafdahl@gmail.com
Laurie Slonecker: lsloneck@gonzaga.edu
Theodore Johnson-Freyd: theojf@stanford.edu,
David Storm: dcstorm@gmail.com
http://math.berkeley.edu/~theojf/
Sara Votipka: saradv@gmail.com
Raili Marks: railismiley@hotmail.com
Diana Woodworth: dianalorene@gmail.com
Erin Thomas Noble: hikingnoble@gmail.com
Wells O’Byrne: wells.obyrne@yale.edu
Lindsey Petrushkin: lindsp@pdx.edu
Andrea Shaddy: andreashaddy@gmail.com
Justin Sherrill: sherrill.justin@gmail.com
Loren Snow: lorendsnow@gmail.com
Luketan Sireeluck Somnasang: ssomnasa@gladstone.uoregon.edu
Jamie Suter: suterja@onid.orst.edu
Lindsay Temes: lgtemes@gmail.com
Edward West: edwardw@uahoo-inc.com
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Class of 2004
Lisa Allen: lallen1@wou.edu
Christopher Barnes: cwbarnes12@gmail.com
Amy Brewer: abrewer@gladstone.uoregon.edu
Robert Coolman: rcoolman@engin.umass.edu
Rachel Dentel: rnd11@u.washington.edu
Tom Fisher: tomﬁsher512@gmail.com
L.T. Gurdjian-Clay: lgurdjia@uoregon.edu
Kristin Hall: frissin85@aol.com
Claire Hambly: clairehambly@hotmail.com
Jaclyn Hamilton-Smith: pixy12201@yahoo.com
Emily Hildreth: emjhildreth@gmail.com
Holly Jackson: hjackson@wesleyan.edu
Melissa Louie: mellouie@hotmail.com
Alivia McCarty: teeniewahine43@hotmail.com
Ryan McShane: ryan_mcshane@brown.edu
Corey Pierce: mr_joesloppy@hotmail.com
Scott Rauch: srauch32@hotmail.com
Jennifer Risley: jenjen5668@aol.com
Nathan Risley: nater286@aol.com
Heidi Roberson: robersoh@ugs.eou
Caitlin Adams Schauer: cschauer22@msn.com
Meredith Schwieger: mschwie1@ithaca.edu
Kevin Sittner: ksittner@gmail.com
Kelly Stephenson: kjs4@duke.edu
Alan Stout: alanstout@gmail.com
Eric Trachtenberg: etracht@brandeis.edu

Class of 2006
Allison Beard: abeard2@uoregon.edu
Margaux Cameron: cameronml@whitman.edu
Robin Carol: robincarol@gmail.com
Amelia Carr: adcarr@stanford.edu
Brady Cragun: beastcake@myldsmail.net
Evan Engelstad: wormy8888@gmail.com
Nicholas Floyd: nﬂoyd@hmc.edu
Isla Globus-Harris: isla_gh@hotmail.com
Danielle Hanson: dhanson2@uoregon.edu
Kathryn Hulse: khulse@uoregon.edu
Christopher Keady: keady@lclark.edu
Rianna Mansﬁeld: iberi4@aol.com
Katherine Parker: kap88@comcast.net
Kyle Quillan: quillank@onid.orst.edu
Jeremy Retallack: jretalla@uoregon.edu
Ashley Rochholz: arochholz14@yahoo.com
Danielle Schnebly: dschnebl@usc.edu
Bridget Snow: snowbe@whitman.edu
Suthikorn Tong Somnasang: somnasang@hotmail.com
Chloe Thulstrup: cthulstrup@oxy.edu
Sarah Zauner: abina88@hotmail.com
Class of 2007
Rose Comaduran: unitedﬂamingos@hotmail.com
Morgan Dumitru: morgandumitru@yahoo.com
John Hoobyar: john.hoobyar@goucher.edu
Erin Miller: millerin@onid.orst.edu
Che` Ruth-Cheff: cheorion@yahoo.com
Sarah Thompson: shaketheworld07@aol.com,
www.sarah-thailand.blogspot.com

Class of 2005
Samuel Best: menidan@gmail.com
Christopher Bradley: ceb_13@yahoo.com
Carly Bradshaw: hootie1987@hotmail.com
Zoe Campbell: zcampbell@macalester.edu
Lara Colvin: lcolvin@scrippscollege.edu
Susan Garver: zsazsathegreat@hotmail.com
Ingara James-Giraldo: ingycj@yahoo.com
Sarah Johnson: sejohnson@ups.edu
Samuel Linton: slinton25@comcast.net
Rebecca Marcus: rmarcus@uoregon.edu
Matthew McGlade: matthew.mcglade@pomona.edu
Devin McManus: devin.mcmanus@dartmouth.edu
Haley Meshnik: hmeshnik@uoregon.edu
Ashley Nored: generationash@hotmail.com
Sarah Pritchard: pritc20s@mtholyoke.edu
Derek Ruiz: d3r3kru12@aol.com
Kellie Scoﬁeld: scoﬁeke@onid.orst.edu
Brent Snelgrove: brent4987@yahoo.com
Seli Thomas: phillagirl1@yahoo.com

Class of 2008
Nicholas Daniels: nickdaniels1989@yahoo.com
Jesse Ferreira: spike952007@msn.com
Katherine Melton: kmelton@u.washington.edu
Emma Roberts: emmar@uoregon.edu
Katlin Vanderford: kate255@hotmail.com

E-Newsletter now available!!

In an effort to “go green” we are only publishing
an online version of the Eugene IHS Alumni
Newsletter. If you want to be included on our
E-Newsletter mailing list then e-mail Lynne Given
at given@4j.lane.edu, and request to be on the list
to receive the next alumni newsletter via e-mail.
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dial "541" before the phone number.

CONTACT US

If you have questions about Eugene IHS, here are some names and numbers to contact:
Eugene IHS Head Teacher: Courtney Leonard (541) 790-8032
International Baccalaureate: Marilyn Curtis (541) 790-8033
General information:
Eugene IHS @ South
Sue Martichuski, Secretary
Mindy Schifberg, Secretary
400 E. 19th Ave.
Eugene, OR 97401
(541) 790-8030

Eugene IHS @ Sheldon
Peggy Farris, Secretary
2455 Willakenzie Rd.
Eugene, OR 97401
(541) 790-6636

Eugene IHS @ Churchill
Lynne Given, Secretary
1850 Bailey Hill Rd.
Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 790-5225

Stay in touch by visiting our website at: http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs
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EUGENE INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
VOLUNTEER INFORMATION FORM
Become an Alumni Volunteer!
We’d love your expertise! If you are still in town or might be passing through at some point during the
year, consider some of the following ways in which you could give back to your Eugene IHS community.
Simply call or e-mail one of our ofﬁces, or send this form back to our Churchill campus ofﬁce:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
Availability:

Eugene IHS@ Churchill
ATTN: Alumni Volunteer
1850 Bailey Hill Road
Eugene, OR 97405
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

MARK ALL THAT APPLY:
1._____ Parent Tutoring
Area(s) of expertise____________
____________________________

8. _____ Computer/WEB/Electronic Parent
Newsletter

2. _____ Grade Level Help
__9__10__11__12

9. _____ Classroom Resource
Area(s) of expertise___________
___________________________

3. _____ Proctoring IB Exams (May)

10. _____ Eugene Education Fund Liaison

4. _____ Pan African Conference
(9th Grade/Winter)

11. _____ Senior Project - Technical Advisor
Area(s) of expertise__________
__________________________

5. _____ International Study Abroad Fair
(Fall)
6. _____ Community Service Fair (Spring)
7._____ Eugene IHS Parent Group member
(Monthly)

12. _____ Eugene IHS Alumni Newsletter

1.

Parent Tutoring
Help individual students, one-on-one, with study skills – especially writing. Possibly on late-start mornings, during
Project periods, or after school.
2. Grade Level Help*
Willing to be “on call” for a particular grade level to help the teachers with certain activities – planning, decoration,
transportation, etc. Check the grade level you are interested in helping.
3. Proctoring IB Exams
Help proctor IB examinations in May. 2-4 hour exams. Mornings or afternoons. May choose to proctor one or more
exam(s).
4. Pan-African Conference
Help with planning, set-up, or clean up. Contribute African resources or experiences to this 9th grade event, which
occurs in spring during the school day.
5. International Study Abroad Fair
Help with contacting student travel/exchange groups, planning, set-up, or clean up at this fair for all IHS students that
occurs in the fall (evening). One Coordinator is also needed.
6. Community Service Fair
Help with contacting non-proﬁt organizations, planning, set-up, or clean up for this event for IHS students that occurs
in the spring (evening). One Coordinator is also needed.
7. Eugene IHS Parent Group Member
Serve on our Eugene IHS Parent Group. Meetings are the fourth Tuesday evening of the month. A good way to become
involved in decision-making at Eugene IHS. Activities: input to site council from parents, planning General Parent
Meetings, fundraising, advocacy for Eugene IHS.
8. Computer/Web/Electronic Parent Newsletter*
Your skills and ideas will be utilized to help create electronic methods to keep parents and students better informed about
Eugene IHS news and activities. Need one person to create and maintain an e-mail parent newsletter.
9. Classroom Resource
Have expertise/knowledge on a particular aspect of culture and can share with a class – slides, demonstrations, artifacts,
costumes, works of art, drama, music, dance, religious ceremonies, etc.
9th grade: Africa, Australia, Europe, Russia, Japan, South America
10th grade: Ancient Greece and Rome, Middle East, Europe, India, China
11th grade: The Americas – North and South; indigenous peoples; economics
12th grade: Twentieth century – major nations
10. Eugene Education Fund Liaison*
Act as liaison between the EEF and Eugene IHS. Need to help coordinate communication with parents, thank you notes,
and decisions on how the money will be spent.
11. Senior Project Technical Advisor*
Beginning second semester of junior year, our Eugene IHS students embark on an in-depth study of a topic of their
choice. These topics run the gamut: biology, physics, sports medicine, sailboat design, architecture, organic farming,
music, art, environmental issues, state and local legislation – just to name a few. If you have expertise in a ﬁeld and
would be willing to mentor a young person in his or her research, your help would be much appreciated.
12. Eugene IHS Alumni Newsletter*
We need a person or group to contact alumni, create an alumni mailing list, and help plan the publication of an annual
alumni newsletter.
* Work can be done at home

EUGENE IHS OFFICES:
Eugene IHS @ Churchill 1850 Bailey Hill Road, Eugene, OR 97405 (541)790-5225
Eugene IHS @ Sheldon 2455 Willakenzie Road, Eugene, OR 97401 (541)790-6636
Eugene IHS @ South 400 East 19th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401 (541)790-8030
http://schools.4j.lane.edu/ihs

EUGENE IHS NEEDS YOUR HELP...
Help us create a fund to sustain Eugene IHS
programs and potentially reduce class sizes.

In the wake of budget cuts, we are experiencing increasing class sizes and difﬁculties in funding the
wonderful programs -- such as the Pan African Conference and the Eurasian Conference -- that make
Eugene International High School such a successful global learning experience. Your ﬁnancial support
can help us continue to provide the kind of education we have been dedicated to for over 20 years.
Please consider sending a check now.
M a r k M a t h a b a n e , a u t h o r o f K a f f i r B o y, w a s o n e
of the highlighted speakers at the 2006 ninth grade
Pan African Conference held at the Wheeler
Pavilion at the Lane County Fairgrounds.
.

The tenth grade Eurasian Conference has been a
longstanding tradition in Eugene IHS bringing tenth
graders from all campuses together for a day of cultural
experience held at the Wheeler Pavilion at the Lane County
Fairgrounds.

I am committed to helping Eugene International High School provide continual
global learning experiences for the children in our community.
I am enclosing:

$10

$20

Name:____________________________

$50

$100

Other_______

Signature:____________________________

Send checks to: Eugene Education Fund, P.O. Box 1015, Eugene, OR 97440
Make checks payable to: “EEF/Eugene IHS”
Electronic Transfer: Send a signed note along with a deposit slip to Eugene Education Fund;
you determine the amount and number of transfers.
Credit Card Gift: Go to www.eef.lane.edu and click on “I want to Give!”
Contributions need to be dedicated to Eugene International High School.
Donors will be appropriately acknowledged. All gifts are tax deductible.
If you have any questions, you can contact any of the Eugene International High School Ofﬁces.
Churchill Campus: 541-790-5225,Sheldon Campus: 541-790-6636,South Eugene Campus: 541-790-8030

