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Schedules and Structures, Staﬃng and
communication—moving together over the course
Your Support

of four years; and continuing access for all students
to rigorous coursework. These components are all
intentional outcomes of our existing schedule.

By Courtney Leonard, Head Teacher

We hope this newsletter finds you well and rested
from your spring break.

In addition, this schedule overlay proposal is practical. As a small school with a limited staff that
remains committed to delivering the same highquality curriculum and instruction across our city,
we simply cannot cover classes on every campus
each day without an alternating schedule.

On Wednesday, April 11, 2012, the Eugene 4J
School Board is expected to engage a monumental
decision: whether to move all 4J high schools to a
common trimester schedule with a five-period day.
As a part of this decision, the School Board will
also consider Eugene IHS; the current proposal is
to allow our school to continue on a rotating block Like you, we have many questions as to how a
schedule and to overlay our model on the new new schedule will accommodate existing programs
and offerings in our host schools, including access
schedule within our host schools.
to year-long electives. We will also need to be
A model like this will allow Eugene IHS the au- vigilant in our sequencing and scheduling of IB
tonomy and flexibility to continue our program courses… and a myriad of other aspects we will
across three campuses much as we have done work to collaboratively problem-solve with our host
for the duration of our existence as an alternative schools. Our commitment is to take care of students
school. Within the proposal lies the recognition of
(Continued on Page 2)
Eugene IHS as a necessary and important choice for
students in our district, and an understanding that
ON THE INSIDE:
our existing schedule—a rotating block model—is
IB News
an instructional tool used to provide a rigorous
Freshman Year News
Eurasian Conference
international education to any interested student.
Junior Year/The Senior Project
Student Government
Student News
Alumni Perspectives
Volunteer Corner
Graduation Info
Eugene IHS Calendar
Insert: CAS Fair Flyer

All the components of Eugene IHS from which
our students have prospered will continue next
year: an alternating block model allowing students continual access to teachers and curriculum
throughout the year; student cohort groups—which
function to deepen student relationships, trust and
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(Schedules and Structures, Staﬃng and Your Support
by Courtney Leonard, Head Teacher
Continued from Page 1)

during the transition and to support their academic
choices throughout.
The Eugene IHS model will provide—as it has
for decades—a constant in the midst of change
next year and beyond.
This model, however, is not without significant
costs. As an alternative school, Eugene IHS does
not receive additional staffing or allocation of
monies as do our host schools. Declining enrollment and resources have affected Eugene IHS to
a greater extent than our host schools. In fact,
since enrollment management at a district level
went into effect four years ago, we have lost over
20% of our student population. This decrease
is directly correlated with a loss in staffing and
ballooning class size.
Up until last year with the elimination of Global
Projects for 9th and 10th grade, we have always
found ways to maintain the integrity of our school
for all students. We intend to continue our model
without displacing any of our teachers, but it will
cost us the majority of our school budget as we
shift supply, technology and textbook funds to
pay for staffing—over $85,000.
Very soon, you will receive via email a request for
your support of Eugene IHS. We hope you will
seriously consider donating generously to help
maintain the outstanding alternative in education
we have created and seek to continue, even in the
midst of significant change.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Camas Ridge Community School is having their big,
annual, Benefit Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 14th
& is in need of volunteers to help from 8am-5pm on Fri
4/13 and/or Sat 4/14. Student volunteers can come for
part or all of the day. The biggest need is the morning, as
it is the busiest.
You can email or call JoAnn Hoffman if you are interested or have questions jo.hoffman@comcast.net or
541-579-6893. You will get volunteer hours, have fun &
get good karma!
You can find other volunteer opportunities posted in the
hallways near the Eugene IHS offices at each campus.
Remember the deadline for seniors to turn in all of their
CAS hours, including their group project, is rapidly
approaching.

“Nothing prepares you better for
success than Eugene IHS!”
--Sarah (Withrow) King,
Class of 1996

Eugene IHS staff e-mail addresses 2011-2012

To send an e-mail to any of the addresses below, add:
Marilyn Curtis
Amy Duncan
Peggy Farris
Lynne Given
Joshua Hamill
Rebecca Hammons
Jocelyn Harley

(curtis_m)
(duncan_a)
(farris)
(given)
(hamill)
(hammons_r)
(harley_j)

Caleb Kostechka
Courtney Leonard
Sue Martichuski
Joanne Moorefield
Ian Ogden
Christine Pettingill
Wade Powell
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(kostechka_c)
(leonard)
(martichuskis)
(moorefield_j)
(ogden_i)
(pettingill)
(powell_w)

@4j.lane.edu
Deon Saraceno
Jessica Schabtach
Steve Smith
Melodee Soczek
Larry Sutton
Craig Wiebe
Kyle Yamada

(saraceno_d)
(schabtach)
(smith_st)
(soczek )
(sutton)
(wiebe)
(yamada)

IB NEWS
All full-diploma, certificate, and anticipatory candidates
who will be IB testing this year have been hard at work
completing Internal Assessments. Students have been
juggling taped orals in world language, papers in history,
math, and economics, papers and orals in literature, and
labs and the group project in science. Shortly after the
last of this work gets mailed off around the world, it will
be time for review sessions, and before we know it May
madness will be upon us…

PARENTS WE NEED YOUR HELP...
During May we will need 50 parent volunteers to help
with exams! The exams vary from one to three and
one-half hours in length. Helping with an exam is a
wonderful way to get a sense of what your student is
experiencing. If you are interested in helping on any
of the dates listed below, please contact the Eugene
IHS secretary at your student’s campus. (Churchill,
Lynne Given–541-790-5225; Sheldon, Peggy
Farris–541-790-6636; South, Sue Martichuski–
541-790-8030).

April is an important month for seniors and juniors preparing for the International Baccalaureate examinations in
May. In April, students will receive detailed information
about test protocol, test locations, and specific test times.
Also, while not required, some teachers hold review
sessions to help students prepare. The exams run May 2
through May 22.

IB Exam Schedule
(For more information, contact the
Eugene IHS Office @ South 541-790-8030
or Marilyn Curtis 541-790-8033)

Wednesday
Thursday

5/2
5/3

Friday

5/4

Tuesday

5/8

Wednesday

5/9

Thursday
Friday

5/10
5/11

Monday

5/14

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

5/15
5/16
5/17

Friday
Tuesday

5/18
5/22

English 1
Mathematics 1
Math Studies 1
Mathematics 2
Math Studies 2
German
Chemistry 1
Chemistry 1
English 2
Physics 1
Physics 2
History 1
History 2
Japanese
Economics 1
Economics 2
Spanish
Biology 1
Biology 2
French

Save the Date:
IB CELEBRATION
Wednesday, May 23, 2012
7:00 PM
Ed Center Auditorium
located at 200 N. Monroe

AM
PM
PM
AM
AM
AM
PM
AM
PM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
PM
AM
AM
PM
AM
AM

The tests will be over so let’s celebrate!

(The numbers 1 and 2 after the IB test name refer to the
“paper” or the part of the test. For example, History 1
means the 1st part of the IB History test. Please note that
most IB tests have at least 2 parts, with the exception of
World Language. Morning IB exams begin at 8:30 and
afternoon exams begin at 12:30).
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Freshman Year News
Second Semester Freshman Year - An
Exciting Time
Eugene IHS 9th graders are busy wrapping up their study of
Africa in Health, Literature and Geography, and are moving
on to Europe. The study of Africa has given freshmen more
knowledge of land and political issues, cultural beauties,
and health related topics relating to the diverse and fascinating continent. We hope that these topics will give them the
structure for discussing issues of equity, perseverance and
power throughout their years of international studies.
As we move into the Middle East and then finish up the
year in Europe we are looking forward to more growth
and more laughter and more joy with our amazing
freshman class!

Check out the Eugene IHS WEBSITE for
information about Eugene IHS and current
events and announcements:

www.ihs.4j.lane.edu
Other We b s i t e s
www.4j.lane.edu (4J school information)
www.ibo.org (International Baccalaureate home page)
www.ohc.uoregon.edu (Oregon Humanities Center - click on
“events” for a list of activities at the UO)
www.worldoregon.org (World Affairs Council of Oregon)

IB World Student Conference - Vancouver, British Columbia
July 23-27, 2012
IB students!! Don’t miss this once in a lifetime opportunity! There’s still time to register for the IB World Student
Conference in Vancouver, British Columbia, July 23-27.
The IB World Student Conference on the University of British Columbia campus in has already drawn registrations
from Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, El Salvador, Ghana, the UK, Brazil, Peru, Kenya, Jordan, Bosnia/Herzegovina, Mexico,
China, India, Ecuador, Argentina, The Bahamas, Fiji, and Singapore, in addition to Canada and the US.
Participants will spend 5 days and 6 nights forging friendships with fellow IB students from all over the world as they
engage in interactive sessions exploring the cutting-edge research in the “new sustainability.”
The conference is open to current, first-year IB students and those who will be entering the Diploma Program in
September, 2012. The registration fee is $795. Visit the website at http://ibwsc2012.sites.olt.ubc.ca/ to learn more
about this amazing opportunity, and talk to Marilyn Curtis, IB Coordinator, about registering: IB Office 541-790-8033
or curtis_m@4j.lane.edu.
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EURASIAN
CONFERENCE
You are invited!
Join us at this year’s Eurasian Conference!
The Eurasian Conference provides a unique opportunity
for International High School sophomore students from
all four local high school campuses to come together
and share their accumulated knowledge in a day-long,
large-scale simulation designed to further their communication, negotiation, and group process skills. Students have
been given the opportunity to learn about current international issues, geopolitical strategies, media literacy, and
global history through the gathering, analysis, and synthesis
of data from sources such as the University of Oregon’s
Knight Library, the United States Library of Congress,
international newspapers and periodicals, the Internet, guest
speakers, and their respective host school libraries. Now
they are ready to put that knowledge into action!

Many of our students note this event as a highlight of their time in
Eugene IHS. This year’s conference is on June 1st from 8:30am
to 3:30pm at the Wheeler Pavilionon the Lane County Fairgrounds. Parents of our students will be impressed at the energy,
engagement, and knowledge that our students bring to this
wonderful event.
Special thanks to the Eugene Education Fund. The contributions
of many folks in our community support education through
this agency. It is only with the support of the EEF that we
are able to provide this opportunity for all of our Eugene IHS
sophomores. Thank you all!
Jocelyn Harley, Joanne Moorefield, Wade Powell, and
Craig Wiebe, 10th Grade Global History Team

2012 Eurasian Conference gets grant!
Wade Powell’s proposal “EEF-Funded 2012 Eurasian
Conference” was awarded $2,000 on Nov. 14th by
the EEF Board of Directors.
Across 4J, a total of 80 grants summing to $154,538
were made. Of these, three grants went to programs
serving the entire district: school-based health
centers, science kits for all elementary schools, and
transportation for homeless students.
Additional grants were made until December 31, as
additional gifts arrived and made them possible.
This grant support is in addition to donor-earmarked
gifts our school gets through EEF.
Some of our dreams remain unfulfilled here at Eugene
IHS. If you have not already made a gift this year,
would you consider doing so now?
Make your check payable to “Eugene IHS EEF” and
mail it to Eugene Education Fund, P.O. Box 1015,
Eugene, Oregon 97440.
You can also contribute by credit card or monthly
bank transfers. For more information go to
www.eef.lane.edu or call 541-343-6877.
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Eurasian
Conference
2011

JUNIOR YEAR/
THE SENIOR PROJECT
Technical Advisors Needed!

Second Semester Junior Year
Second semester has begun; Eugene IHS juniors begin
the first leg of an extensive research essay which will
culminate in a 4,000 word project. This achievement will
be turned in with joyous celebration in November of their
senior year. Students will begin by choosing a subject
area of interest eventually narrowing down to a specific
topic. They will also find a technical advisor from the
community for assistance in crafting a research question
and embarking on the research process; extensive exploration is necessary to generate a varied and scholarly essay.
Year after year, former Eugene IHS students return to tell
us how valuable the process has been in preparing them for
college essay writing. Aside from college preparation, our
hope is that students also gain confidence and practical skills
as they conceive and execute this long-term writing and
research project. It’s an impressive process and is worthy
of our praise!
History and literature classes continue to focus on the Great
Depression, the Roaring Twenties, Latin America and Civil
Rights, while in economics students deal with international
trade, development economics and turning in their final Current Events papers.
Praise goes out to our juniors for all of their hard work
as we head toward the end of this difficult, but enriching
year!

Do you have an expertise in one or several areas
of study? Do you want to understand the senior
paper process better? Are you willing to spend time
mentoring a high school student? Then, consider
becoming a technical advisor!
Currently, technical advisors are needed in many
different subject areas, across all campuses. Please
call your Eugene IHS campus today and lend your
support to a Eugene IHS junior who is just beginning
the research process!

Titles of Senior Papers:
A More Perfect Union: The Role of Glob
alization
in the Decay of the United Automobile
Implement
Workers of America in the 21st Century
of Thor: Thor’s Moss
Mentality:
By the Hammer
se Society
Building Gre
Impact on Nor
en

Pig or Machine: An Analysis of Heart
Valve Prostheses and Their Viability
for Human Implantation

rty’s Role
he Nazi Pa
T
:
”
e
in
e
as S
ment
“Jedem d
haus Move
in the Bau
What the Frack Is in My Water: The
Effects of Hydraulic Fracturing and
Groundwater Contamination

Celebrating a Capstone Project: The Eugene IHS Senior Paper
In November, the class of 2012 harvested a healthy crop of senior papers on countless topics, from examinging the civil rights
era to regenerative medicine to coral reef conservation. Junior year teachers began guiding students through the research
process last spring, and senior teachers helped students bring their papers to fruition this fall. Additionally, community
volunteers served as technical advisors, providing students with expert assistance in diverse fields of study.
The senior paper is a major undertaking for high school students, involving sophisticated research skills as well as a sustained
effort in writing a lengthy, detailed essay. We are so proud of all our graduating seniors, who have successfully completed
this capstone project, and of the juniors now embarking on the first stages of research.

Senior Paper turn in day... Oh, what a feeling!
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT
Penny Wars

EUGENE IHS T-SHIRTS

**ON SALE - $5 **

Each year we hold the cross-campus Penny Wars to generate funds for a worthy cause This year was a huge success with the most money raised during the Penny Wars to
date: GRAND TOTAL - $ 938.52.

Available in the
Eugene IHS offices!

Way to go IHS! The money will go to the Kiva Foundation to
buy sewing machines, grain etc.

This year's Eugene IHS t-shirt was designed
by Kristin Brandon, Churchill junior.

Below are the winners among grade levels at each campus:
South Eugene - Juniors!!
(Good job Sophomores, you guys were only 1000pts away)

Also, vintage t-shirts from past
years are on sale for $5
until they run out.

Sheldon - Seniors!!
(Good job Juniors, you guys were in 2nd place)

Proceeds go towards Eugene IHS
Student Government.

Churchill -Sophomores!!
(Good job Freshmen, you guys were only 6000pts away)
Raffles were held within the winning grades at each campus
for t-shirts, popcorn coupons, and dance tickets.
Thank you IHS students for contributing to the
2011 Penny Wars!

COLORFIT

Eugene IHS Spring Dance
April 21, 2012
Boys and Girls Club
1545 W. 22nd Ave, Eugene
STUDENT GOVERNMENT EVENTS:

Solid Color Dance
Wear your favorite color!
$7
All Eugene 4J students welcome
with current student ID.

Eugene IHS Film Festival (Jan)
Eugene IHS Cross-Campus Penny Wars (Nov-Dec)
Eugene IHS Spring Dance (Mar-April)
Eugene IHS T-Shirt Design Contest (End of Year)
If you weren’t part of Eugene IHS student
government this year, think about
joining in the fun next year.
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STUDENT NEWS
Block...Chop...Ace...

Eugene IHS is proud to announce that this year we were
able to award the annual Travel Scholarship to two students.
Diana Rodriguez, senior at Churchill, traveled with Deon
Saraceno over Spring Break to Borneo. One of the highlights
was visiting the Semengohh Orangutan Sanctuary. Diana held
a fundraiser at Churchill and was able to raise close to $300 to
donate to the orangutan sanctuary. The second scholarship was
awarded to Zulema Iboa, junior at Sheldon. She will be attending the IB World Student Conference in Segovia, Spain in
July. What wonderful opportunities for such deserving young
women. We look forward to having them share their travel
stories with us at our Opening Assembly next fall. Again, our
thanks go to Brian O’Kelley, Sara at The Oregon Community
Foundation, the scholarship committee, and the applicants.

Who said learning can’t be fun!

If you would like to contribute to the Alumni Fund for Eugene
IHS simply go to the Oregon Community Foundation website
at: http://oregoncf.org. Once there you can click on “For Donors” to find out the different ways you can give back to Eugene
International High School, then contact the Oregon Community Foundation at (541)431-7099.

MODEL UNITED NATIONS

Donate to the
Eugene IHS Travel
Trunk!

Eugene IHS will continue to add its voice to the debates on
global issues at the 2012 Model United Nations conference.
Nearly 1,500 students from around the state will converge
on Eugene in April, all with the hope of solving many the
world’s problems, Eugene IHS students will be there representing Columbia and Canada. Through speeches, debates,
bloc meetings, and secret diplomacy, students will receive
a hands on and exciting lesson in the complexities of global
affairs. We often hear back from former MUNers who have
continued their MUN involvement while in college, some
even traveling to conferences around the world. In the words
of Eugene IHS alumnus Hunt Alcott, “MUN is FUN.”

We have started a
“Travel Trunk” for Eugene IHS student travelers in need of assistance.
Our goal is to collect
donations of travel items
that students may check out for use during our
Eugene IHS trips. If you have any items you
would like to donate including, but not
limited to: backpacks, money belts, lightweight active clothing, hiking boots, etc.,
please drop them off in one of our Eugene
IHS ofﬁces or contact Deon Saraceno at
saraceno_d@4j.lane.edu. Thanks for
supporting our young world travelers.

Junior Year - Students in Economics
presenting on republican primary
candidates.

Ugly Sweater Day
An annual tradition
in the 9th grade.
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ALUMNI PERSPECTIVES
By Courtney LaFranchi,
Eugene IHS Alumna, Class of 2009

HOST A FOREIGN STUDENT
THIS SUMMER!

As an incoming freshman, I thought high school was a new
start, free from the challenges that had come with middle
school. By that summer, Sheldon had lost its luster, and it
was clear to me that many issues remained. Without detailing the reasons, I will say that to my high school self, my
only option was dropping out.

American Discovery is seeking host families
for students from Spain or France this summer,
for 2-3 weeks. Learn about their country and
culture, while sharing your own. Participate in
fun activities programs, including trips, movies,
Ems baseball game, rodeo, shopping, picnics,
swimming and more! Join other host families
for a fun, enriched learning experience, while
making international friendships
that can last a lifetime. There is
no cost, just a bed and an extra
plate at the table. Call or email
Stephanie Sarnoff, 541-345-6767,
stsarnoff@gmail.com.

Over the next three years, prior to graduation, dropping
out would oscillate between a background thought and a
viable escape plan, but one consistency helped to keep me
from executing this plan: the environment of Eugene IHS
classrooms. What I mean to say is, Eugene IHS teachers
maintained the welcome of their classes, regardless of the
world outside.
I cannot remember “leveling” with my teachers about what
was going on, but the incredible thing was I didn’t have to.
The support I needed was almost always offered without
question. I don’t know if this was because of intuition or a
policy of general tolerance, but it was uniform across the
Eugene IHS board.

STUDENT
DIRECTORIES
$3

The subtler factor that made Eugene IHS worth completing
was the subject matter. Run-of-the-mill classes bore me, and
the challenge of Eugene IHS helped to keep me engaged.
The philosophical classes (Theory of Knowledge, Values
and Beliefs) were interesting enough to retain my attention,
even outside of school. The literature and history classes
were incredible as well, basing their grades largely on essays rather than cut and dry multiple choice exams.

Eugene IHS Student Directories are on
sale now at your Eugene IHS campus
office for $3.00. This directory contains student contact information and
is available for Eugene IHS students,
staff, and parents.

I maintain the firm belief that my Eugene IHS teachers
knew I was capable of things beyond high school, and once
I had graduated, been accepted to a university (or two), and
received my IB Diploma, I too was a bit more confident.
But my teachers helped to get me there, by helping me
to exploit what I could do naturally and reminding me of
perspective – high school is four years of a more than likely
70+ year life. High school may seem endless, purposeless,
or it may simply pale in comparison to whatever a person
is enduring in the world outside, but it is a means to a
completely worthwhile end (especially if you are lucky
enough to be a Eugene IHS student).

Eugene IHS ALUMNI

Our eighth annual Eugene IHS Alumni
Newsletter
was
published
in
January, 2012.
You can view a copy
on the alumni page on our website at
www.ihs.4j.lane.edu.
If you are an
alumnus and would like to be included
in our next alumni newsletter go to the
alumni page on our website and ﬁll out an
alumni questionnaire. We look forward to
reconnecting with you.

On that note, thank you to all of my teachers at
Eugene IHS.
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ALUMNI PERSPECTIVES
Lessons Life Abroad Taught Me

By Natanya Desai, Eugene IHS Alumna, Class of 1989
When I graduated from Eugene International High School
in 1989, Tiananmen Square was a fresh event and the Berlin
wall was about to tumble. I spoke German, had dabbled in
the Theory of Knowledge, and explored World Geography
(including the infamous freshman test of completing a blank
world map). I was ready… I thought. The next decade
took me around the world – traveling, studying, working
– and I realized both what an excellent foundation Eugene
International High School had been, and how much I had
yet to learn. The lessons were occasionally hard (a stolen
passport, a missed train at midnight, the resilience it requires
to reach the top of Mt. Kilimanjaro) but almost always
necessary, and, in hindsight, humorous. They have served
me well and I draw on them on a daily basis.
I took a “gap” year before college, working two jobs to save
up money for travels. When I left Eugene, I went to Chile
– spending my first midsummer New Year’s Eve, trying
my hand at Spanish, and making more linguistic faux pas
than I care to remember. I left South America for Europe
and visited friends and traveled. My best memories include
talking my way into being a de facto exchange student in
Malaga, Spain; being in Germany for their World Cup
win; and trying to wrap my tongue around the words for
my favorite food in Denmark - rødgrød med fløde. When
the trip was over and it was time for college, I swore I’d
be back.
At the Honors College at the University of Oregon I started
one credit shy of sophomore status, thanks to the IB. I soon
learned about the Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship and
immediately applied. I was fortunate enough to be selected
for a year in Cologne, Germany, where I lived in a dorm
that we jokingly called Noah’s ark. With one building for
women and one for men, the dorm seemed to hold one of
each from each country. My friends were from Italy, Morocco, France, Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Canada, Bolivia
and Germany. We all laughed as we tried to understand
the German language and culture as well as each others’
perspectives, expressed in a language foreign to most of
us. I learned patience and I learned that you could discuss
and share views and still laugh. I came back from that year
changed and eager to get back out into the greater world.
I hurried through the final requirements of my B.A. in
German and spent every lunch hour in the international
programs office looking for the next opportunity.

At this point it was still the love of travel and the challenge of
the new that attracted me. I had been in Germany, but among
other foreigners. When I dove back into life abroad, it was a
completely different experience. I moved to Caen, France after
graduation and had a homestay for a year while I took French
classes at the university. I wouldn’t say my family was exactly
typically French – they were young art students, only about 5
years older than I was, but I learned an appreciation of food,
how to argue about politics, and a lot about humility as I stuck
my foot in my mouth in an entirely new language. I also learned
that a sharp wit was de rigeur in conversation. After being a
linguistic pin cushion for my host father, I learned to overcome
my hesitancy. Saying something smart or witty (even if grammatically incorrect) was better than saying nothing. Thanks to
this verbal sparring at home, I became fluent enough to work
as a waitress in La Rochelle the following summer.
Now that I could roam most of Western Europe in the local
language, it was time to move on to another adventure. I had
applied to teach English in Germany through the Fulbright
program before graduating and was headed back to Cologne
to have my first professional immersion. No longer was I the
student. I was on the other side of the desk. The teachers were
all older than me and although several took me under their wings,
I didn’t have the same connection that I had had at a university.
The school system was different. The expectations of me were
different, and, returning to a country where I had lived before,
my expectations of myself (and my host country) were different. I got my first taste of a profession and discovered I liked
teaching – and not just because I was helping others correct
their mistakes for once. I also learned a lot more about the
German culture – because I was interacting with it in a much
different way. Working within the educational system teaches
you a great deal about the history, attitudes, values, and priorities that shape a culture and the people within it. In Germany,
simple questions of teaching history were loaded with emotion
and the teaching generation had been heavily influenced by post
WWII guilt and revolutionary movements in the 60s. The new
generation was growing up in a reunited Germany.
School ended each day in time for students to go home for a hot
lunch, but university bound students were in high school until
they were 19 preparing for the Abitur (Germany’s highest high
school degree – like the IB). These “little details” ripple out
with great cultural impact. At that time more women in France
worked than in Germany. Shopping hours and the short school
day influenced that. The European Union is now changing how
things are done and Germany is having to change its school
system to make sure its students have equal opportunities in a
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ALUMNI PERSPECTIVES
more mobile education and career environment. I didn’t
realize at the time that my year teaching would give me
such deep insights into how these little differences shape
a country.
Each international experience taught me how humbling it
is to be new in a culture, but the most humbling experience
was yet to come. A friend and I, now out of work permits in
the EU, decided we would fund our travel habit by teaching
abroad. An acquaintance offered us a week on her tatami
mat in Osaka, Japan until we could find our own house
and jobs. Before we knew it we were landing in Kansai
airport. After moving between European countries, where
differences had seemed large at the time, Japan was the
biggest culture shock yet. As soon as we left the airport,
I was illiterate.
Learning Japanese required a completely different approach. There were no cognates, or anything familiar from
the European languages. I had to give myself permission
to be infantile in my conversation abilities. My friend and
I were also somewhat of a circus sideshow in the small
town we lived in. I found a job, initially to teach, but
was quickly offered a job working with the curriculum
and training team for a new kids’ English project. After
two years, I had moved up professionally in my company
to be the nationwide trainer for a large English language
school. I learned a lot, mostly through mistakes, about
Japanese management style. I saw the disparity for women
and men in the workforce as I watched my boss make tea
for her male colleagues. I learned to bow, bonded with
women who had had arranged marriages, appreciated the
amazing way Japan blends the modern and the ancient and
keeps traditions alive. I was conversant in Japanese and
had traveled around Asia on my holidays. I loved it, but
it was time to go home. I had been roaming the world for
most of ten years and I was ready for graduate school and
a breather in the U.S.
At the Monterey Institute of International Studies, I finally
felt at home. Everyone there had come from somewhere
else. Speaking two (or three or four) languages was “normal”
and everyone had stories to share. At orientation I met a
young man from India (a country I had never been to) and
after struggling to spell his name, fell hopelessly in love.
The rest, as they say, is history. My first trip to India was
for our wedding celebration – complete with henna, sari,
and cows grazing on garbage in front of the apartment. It
made the challenges in Japan seem ridiculously tame. I
was amazed, awed, dazzled, and in the next second dis-

mayed for the entire month we were in India. It was a roller
coaster. On a daily basis I pulled from my past experiences to
try and understand what I saw. I learned how much we take
for granted in the U.S. From the basic (clean water, reliable
sidewalks, consistent electricity, working sewer systems) to
the mundane (parking lots). I also learned where we are poor
as a country: I’ve never seen so much warmth, spontaneity and
serenity…anywhere. When we returned to the U.S. I almost
cried when I saw a woman race into Starbucks, tap her foot
impatiently, then grumble about not enough foam on her latte
as she stalked out to her BMW. Have we really lost touch with
what makes life worth living?
So what does a travel junkie do for a job? After I got my MBA,
the rather random wanderings of my twenties converged onto a
suddenly logical career path. I was hired as the Regional Director
for Asia and Europe for the Oregon University System’s international internship program: IE3 Global internships. Because
it was a small program at that time I was also put in charge of
marketing. In the past decade the program has grown to work
with 200 students a year from Oregon, Washington, Alaska,
Utah, and Montana. The program started in 1996 (two years
after I graduated from the UO), otherwise I would have certainly
participated in it as an undergraduate. It provides the chance to
work abroad for 1-2 terms while earning credit at your home
university. It’s a big challenge, but the students I work with
are an amazing group and give me hope for the future. They
are future leaders who understand the importance of getting
not only a global education, but also the global experience to
back it up.
As you set off on your own explorations – whether at 17 or
70, here are the lessons I’ve learned (and, to be honest, am
still learning):
• Make your mistakes, own them and learn from them.
The biggest mistake of all is not to try.
• Realize that your current “normal” is not the norm
around the world. If you want a new normal, you can
find it.
• Wherever you go, the company you keep is the foundation of your experience.
• Ask questions. Not only will you learn the answers,
it will keep you in the habit of being curious. It also
opens the doors to friendship.
• If you are ever feeling a little too proud, just step
into unfamiliar territory. It’s healthy to be humbled.
You can contact me at natanya.desai@ous.edu. If you want to
learn more about the international internship program, visit our
website at http://ie3global.ous.edu.

11

Thank you!

VOLUNTEER CORNER

We would like to extend a big THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers who have helped in various ways throughout
the year, as well as everyone else who is dedicated to making Eugene IHS such an exceptional educational experience.

Jenne Adams
Sue Anderson
Kathy Barnes
Margaret Beals
Aimee Beckley
Linda Bovard
Julie Butler
Susan Clark
Amanda Deedon
Jeni Donaca
Debby Engle

Kim Esrig
Michael Farris
Liz Garfinkel
Jennifer Geller
Lesley Griffel
Mary Haidar
Kristy Henning
Angus James
Denise Jessup
Allison Lengele
Suzy Leonard

Melanie MacKinnon
Martha Madrigal
Julie Marks
Greg Maynard
Jennifer Meili
Jolyn Merrifield
Lisa Moeller
Laurie Moyer
Jeri Mrazek
Kris Neilson
Kym Ramsing

Londa Rochholz
Janell Schoellhorn
Michelle Service
Katie Swenson
Sue Subbot
Vera Sun
Christine Thompson
Susan Ventura
Libby Wadsworth
Wendy Wee

We would also like to extend a special thank you to Janell Schoellhorn and Susan Ventura, who have been very supportive
members of the Eugene IHS parent group.
The Eugene IHS Parent Group meets several times a year and forms the heart of our parent involvement. The group members
provide a forum for Eugene IHS parent issues and concerns, plan the agendas for the general parent meetings including the
International Study Abroad Fair in the fall and the CAS Fair in the spring, and brainstorm creative ideas for fundraising. The
Eugene IHS Parent Group nominates parent candidates for the site council. When necessary, the group advocates with the
school board or the superintendent on issues that affect Eugene IHS. New parents are always welcome to join the Eugene
IHS Parent Group. Please see the Eugene IHS website for a list of meeting dates and times: www.ihs.4j.lane.edu.

A SPECIAL NOTICE FOR ALL EUGENE IHS PARENTS…
Site Council elections fast approaching!
…We know you’re crazy busy, but…
… we have an easy and fun way for you to be involved in your student’s high school education!
The Eugene IHS Parent Group wants you to be a part of the dynamic and positive force that embodies the group. We
advise, ask questions, and give input on the myriad issues. It’s a low-pressure, low- risk commitment to a friendly
group that helps inform and connect parents and teachers, students and school.
And, another great way to be involved is to be elected to the Eugene IHS Site Council! Come to the May Parent
Group meeting if you’d like to be a part of this process—the Site Council parent representatives help connect more
parents to the work of the school. Elections for next year’s site council will be held at this meeting so come and find
out more about this opportunity. Or, for more information, please call Courtney Leonard at 541-790-8032 or e-mail
her at leonard@4j.lane.edu.

Next Eugene IHS Parent Group meeting:
Tuesday, May 22, 7:00pm at the school district office, 200 N. Monroe.
See you there!
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GRADUATION INFO
Graduation Reminders for Seniors
Eugene IHS Graduation Announcement Inserts to insert and mail along
with the host school graduation announcements will be avilable for purchase
in the Eugene IHS offices by the end of April (10 cents each).
Eugene IHS Graduation Ticket sales (Get tickets in Eugene IHS offices)
May 7 - May 18: $3 per ticket, maximum of 6 tickets per senior
May 21 - June 1: open ticket sales

The $50 Eugene IHS graduation fee ($60 for immersion students) and $10 CAS fee must be paid before tickets
may be purchased.

Eugene IHS Graduation Rehearsal
June 4, 8:30am, South Eugene High School Auditorium
Eugene IHS Farewell Assembly
June 4, 10:15am-12:15pm, South Eugene High School Auditorium
(The intended audience is the Eugene IHS student body.)

Eugene IHS Graduation
June 4, 7:00pm, Hult Center for the Performing Arts, tickets required
Seniors arrive at 6:00pm for group photo. Doors open at 6:15 for seating.

Please note: Eugene IHS offices will be closed on June 4 due to preparation and set-up for
the assembly and graduation. Make sure you purchase your graduation tickets in advance
because tickets will not be sold at the door.

Tune In to School News

4J has recently rolled out some new ways to stay informed about district news. More and more people get their news
online these days. Now you can stay informed about 4J schools in the same way.
4J School News: http://eepurl.com/fShWn
Subscribe to key updates about schools and programs in the Eugene School District. You’ll receive an email about
once or twice per month.
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/4Jschools
Get daily updates on district news, school events, and fun photos and facts, right in your Facebook news feed.
Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/4jschools
Follow @4Jschools for occasional tweets about 4J school and district news.
School Closure Alerts:http://twitter.com/#!/4Jweather
Sign up to receive alerts when hazardous weather leads to school closures or snow routes for buses: Follow @
4Jweather and set 4J’s tweets to go to your phone.
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Eugene International High School Calendar 2011-2012

MARCH 2012

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
A

1

Special Parent Meeting
7:00PM @ Sheldon
Lecture Hall

A

5

O

12

A

19

26
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

Friday

O
2
EARLY RELEASE
Progress Reports

O

6

A

7

O

8

A

9

A

13

O

14

A

15

O

16

O

20

A

21

O

22

A

23

Eugene IHS Site Council
4:00PM @ South
EIHS Wing, Room 538
Eugene IHS Parent Group
Meeting 7:00PM @ Parr
Room at Ed Center*

27
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

28
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

29
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

In-District
Shool Choice
Application Deadline
for High Schools

30
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break

APRIL 2012
Monday

Tuesday

O 3
Classes resume

Sunday 4/1

Out of District Transfer
Applications Due

Wednesday
A

4

Thursday

O

5

Friday

A

6

--------------------------Monday 4/2

NO SCHOOL Professional Dev/
Planning Day
(Furlough=2 hrs)

O

O

9

16

A

10

O

Eugene IHS Site Council
4:00PM @ South
EIHS Wing, Room 538

A

11

A

12

13
NO SCHOOL

Mid-semester Progress
Reports/Professional
Dev(Furlough=4 hrs)

17

O

18

A

19

CAS Fair 7:00pm @
Sheldon, Cafeteria

O 20
Deadline to Accept
School Choice
Placement
---------------------------

SATURDAY 4/21

Eugene IHS Spring Dance
@ Boys & Girls Club

A

23

O

30

O

24

A

24

O

26

*The Ed. Center is located at 200 N. Monroe St.
New parents are always welcome to attend the Eugene IHS Parent Group Meetings.
Please consult your high school's and the district's calendars for other important events.
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A

27

Eugene International High School Calendar 2011-2012

MAY 2012

Monday

Tuesday

A

7

Eugene IHS graduation
tickets go on sale
($3 ea./max. 6)

O

14

A

21

Eugene IHS OPEN
graduation ticket sales
($3 ea.)

28
NO SCHOOL

A

1

Wednesday
O

2

Thursday
A

3

O

8

A

9

O

10

IB Testing Begins
5/2 thru 5/22

Eugene IHS Site Council
4:00PM @ South
EIHS Wing, Room 538

A

15

O

22

O

29

Eugene IHS Parent Group
Meeting 7:00PM @ Parr
Room at Ed Center*

Friday

O

4

A 11
EARLY RELEASE
Progress Reports

O

16

A

17

O

18

A

23

O

24

A

25

A

30

O

31

A

1

IB Celebration 7:00pm @
Ed. Center Auditorium

Memorial Day

JUNE 2012
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

10th Grade Eurasian
Conference ALL DAY @
Wheeler Pavilon, Lane
County Fairgrounds

O

4

A

11

Seniors only-Graduation
rehearsal 8:30AM @ South
---------------------------Euene IHS Farewell
Assembly 10:15-12:15@
South
---------------------------Eugene IHS Graduation
7:00PM @ Hult Center

A

5

O
6
Last Day for Seniors

O** 12

A**

Eugene IHS Site Council
4:00PM @ South
EIHS Wing, Room 538

A

7

O

8

Sheldon High School
Churchill High School
Graduation 7:00PM @ Hult Graduation 7:00PM @ Hult
Center
Center
---------------------------SATURDAY 9
South Eugene High School
Graduation 7:00PM @ Hult
Center

13

O** 14

A** 15
Early Release/Last
Day for Students**

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

Grading Day**

*The Ed. Center is located at 200 N. Monroe St.
New parents are always welcome to attend the Eugene IHS Parent Group Meetings.
Please consult your high school's and the district's calendars for other important events.

revised 4/3/12 lg

**Three school days will be cut from the school year. These will be either days when school is cancelled
due to hazardous weather or days at the end of the year. The last day of school will be an early release on 6/12, 13, 14, or 15,
depending on the number of snow days. The final day will be determined and announced by 4J.
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ATTENTION INCOMING 9TH GRADE STUDENTS:
Are you curious about global events?
Do you enjoy considering different perspectives on world issues? Do you want to
make a difference in your local and global community?
Eugene IHS is an award-winning alternative school in international studies for students
in grades 9-12. We are open via district lottery to any student who wishes to attend, and
students who choose Eugene IHS value global understanding and communication, exhibit
an interest in learning about cultural differences, and are committed to improving the
human condition. The school currently has three campuses at South Eugene High School,
Sheldon High School, and Churchill High School
There’s still time to sign up for Eugene IHS! Even though you have missed
the lottery deadline, there may still be room in Eugene IHS in grades
9-11. Please visit our website at www.ihs.4j.lane.edu or contact the Eugene IHS ofﬁce
near you if interested.

EUGENE IHS OFFICES:
Eugene IHS @ Churchill : 1850 Bailey Hill Road, Eugene, OR 97405 541-790-5225
Eugene IHS @ Sheldon : 2455 Willakenzie Road, Eugene, OR 97401 541-790-6636
Eugene IHS @ South: 400 East 19th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401 541-790-8030
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CREATIVITY-ACTION-SERVICE
Sponsored by Eugene IHS Parent Group

THURSDAY, April 19, 2012, 7:00-8:30 pm
Sheldon High School, Cafeteria
The Eugene IHS Parent Group sponsors this special night for parents and
students from all schools in the district. You will have the opportunity to
learn details about service requirements for Eugene IHS, the IB Diploma,
immersion programs, National Honor Society, and the 4J Honors Diploma.
Students may earn extra credit for attending!
7:05 - 7:35 Introduction to CAS
(Creativity, Action, Service)
For 10th grade parents and
Community organizations will be set up at
students: Sheldon Lecture Hall
information tables. Representatives are
Continuing your CAS Program
available to answer questions and are ready to
For 11th grade parents and
place students this summer and next year!
students: Sheldon Library
7:00 - 8:30 Open Session, Sheldon Cafeteria
Community Service Information Fair

Come visit over 20 local
agencies as they share
SERVICE opportunities they
have for students, and learn
about requirements for
CREATIVITY and ACTION!

7:45 - 8:15 Introduction to CAS
(Creativity, Action, Service)
For 10th grade parents and
students: Sheldon Lecture Hall
Continuing your CAS Program
For 11th grade parents and
students: Sheldon Library

Agencies Represented Include:
American Red Cross
Food For Lane County
Next Step Recycling
Nature Conservancy
Relief Nursery
YMCA
United Way
Lord Leebrick Theatre
And many more!

